63d  Congress,  ) 

3d  Session.  ) 


SENATE, 


(  Report 

\  No.  831. 


US.  kf-wi,  sttd-.iics,  tic. 

“LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


RELATING  TO 


LOINS,  PIPER  MONEY,  BANKING,  AND  COINAGE, 


1790  to  1895. 


Part  I-LOAN8 . Page  3. 

Part  3— PAPER  MONEY.  Page  337. 

Part  3— BANKING . Page  347. 

Part  4— COINAGE . Page  505. 


January  29, 1895. — Reported  by  Mr.  Voorheks  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

March  2,  1895. — 2,000  copies  ordered  printed. 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE. 

1  8  9  G  . 


Digitized  by  v^ooQLe 


COINAGE  LAWS  UNITED  STATES,  1792  TO  1895. 


ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION  OF  JULY  9,  1778. 

< 

Article  9.  #  #  *  The  United  States  in  Congress  voi.i,p.7,aec.4. 
assembled  shall  also  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  anded°i0n  Un™d 
power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck  by  sutes^ to ^regu- 
their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective  States — coin/  and  fix 
fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures  throughout 
the  United  States.  •  •  • 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Article  1,  Section  8,  Paragraph  5. 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  *  *  *  to  coin  money,  v0i.i,p.i4. 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  mo/ey^n^re^ 
standard  of  weights  and  measures.  Jg® 

Briscoe  r.  The  Bank  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  11 w eights  and 
Pet..  257 ;  Fox  v.  The  State  of  Ohio,  5  How.,  410;  United  States  v.  mea8urea* 
Marigold,  9,  How.,  560. 

Article  1,  Section  10,  Paragraph  1. 

No  state  shall  #  *  *  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  VoL  p-  15- 
make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  pay- po^rof^sute 
ment  of  debts.  *  *  *  to  coin,  etc. 


ACT  OF  APRIL  2,  1792. 

Eetabli thing  a  mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  Statec.  Vol.  l.  p.  246. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep - 
resentativcs  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem¬ 
bled  ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared ,  That  a  Mint  for  Mint  esub- 
the  purpose  of  a  national  coinage  be,  and  the  same  is  es-  ^Government 
tablished;  to  be  situate  and  carried  on  at  the  seat  of  the  and  officers  deeig- 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being:  And11*  * 
that  for  the  well  conducting  of  the  business  of  the  said 
Mint,  there  shall  be  the  following  officers  and  persons, 
namely, — a  Director,  an  assayer,  a  chief  coiner,  an  engraver, 
a  treasurer. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Director  of  the  Director  to  cm- 
Mint  shall  employ  as  many  clerks,  workmen,  and  servants  Jtcf  workmcn’ 
as  he  shall  from  time  to  time  find  necessary,  subject  to  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respective  c^JJl68  of  *** 
functions  and  duties  of  the  officers  above  mentioned  shall0  C6”’ 
be  as  follows:  The  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  have  the  Director, 
chief  management  of  the  busiuess  thereof,  and  shall  super- 
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Engraver. 


Treasurer. 


To  take  oath. 


intend  all  other  officers  and  persons  who  shall  be  employed 
Assayer.  therein.  The  assayer  shall  receive  and  give  receipts  for 
i7wCae£f 2^01.1’  metals  which  may  lawfully  be  brought  to  the  Mint  to 
p. 84i.  ‘  *  ’be  coined;  shall  assay  all  such  of  them  as  may  require  it, 
and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  chief  coiner  to  be  coined.  The 
chief  coiner,  chief  coiner  shall  cause  to  be  coined  all  metals  w  hich  shall 
be  received  by  him  for  that  purpose,  according  to  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  this  or  auy  future 
law.  The  engraver  shall  sink  and  prepare  the  necessary 
dies  for  such  coinage,  with  the  proper  devices  and  inscrip¬ 
tions,  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  functions  and  duties  of 
chief  coiner  and  engraver  to  be  performed  by  one  person. 
The  treasurer  shall  receive  froiu  the  chief  coiner  all  the 
coins  which  shall  have  been  struck,  and  shall  pay  or  deliver 
them  to  the  persons  respectively  to  whom  the  same  ought 
to  be  paid  or  delivered;  he  shall  moreover  receive  and 
safely  keep  all  monies  which  shall  be  for  the  use,  mainte¬ 
nance  and  support  of  the  Mint,  and  shall  disburse  the  same 
upon  warrants  signed  by  the  Director. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  every  officer  and 
clerk  of  the  said  Mint  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some 
judge  of  the  United  States  faithfully  and  diligently  to 
perform  the  duties  thereof. 

And  give  bond.  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  said  assayer, 
im?»wj.2,vou;  chief  coiner  and  treasurer,  previously  to  entering  upon  the 
execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  each  become 
bound  to  the  United  States  of  America,  with  one  or  more 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the 
faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  there  shall  be  al¬ 
lowed  and  paid  as  compensations  for  their  respective  serv¬ 
ices — To  the  said  Director,  a  yearly  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  the  said  assayer,  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  said  chief  coiner,  a  yearly  salary 
of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  said  engraver, 
a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  to  the 
said  treasurer,  a  yearly  salary  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars,  to  each  clerk  who  may  be  employed,  a  yearly  salary 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and  to  the  several  sub¬ 
ordinate  workmen  and  servants,  such  wages  and  allow¬ 
ances  as  are  customary  and  reasonable,  according  to  their 
respective  stations  and  occupations. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  accounts  of  the 
tiedlntbeTrSi  officers  and  persons  employed  in  and  about  the  said  Mint 
sury  Dept.  and  for  services  performed  in  relation  thereto,  and  all  other 
accounts concerningthebusinessaud  administration  thereof, 
shall  be  adjusted  and  settled  in  the  Treasury  Department 
Quarter  yearly  of  the  United  States,  and  a  quarter  yearly  account  of  the 
aooount6'  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  said  Mint  shall  be  ren¬ 
dered  at  the  said  Treasury  for  settlement  according  to  such 
forms  and  regulations  as  shall  have  been  prescribed  by  that 
transactions  and  Department ;  and  that  once  in  each  year  a  report  of  the 
abst^ct  of8  Set- transactions  of  the  said  Mint,  accompanied  by  an  abstract 
of  the  settlements  which  shall  have  been  from  time  to  time 
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made,  duly  certified  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress  for  their  information. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  in  addition  to  the  President  of 
authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  a 
resolution  of  the  last  session,  touching  the  engagement  of101*  provided, 
artists  and  the  procuring  of  apparatus  for  the  said  Mint, 
the  President  be  authorized,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to# 
cause  to  be  provided  and  put  in  proper  condition  such  build¬ 
ings,  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  him  requisite 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said  Mint ; 
and  that  as  well  the  expenses  which  shall  have  been  in¬ 
curred  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution  as  those  which  may 
be  incurred  in  providing  and  preparing  thegaid  buildings, 
and  all  other  expenses  which  may  hereafter  accrue  for  the  Expense,  how 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  said  Mint,  and  in  carrying  to  be  defrayed, 
on  the  business  thereof,  over  and  above  the  sums  which 
may  be  received  by  reason  of  the  rate  per  centum  for  coin¬ 
age  herein  after  mentioned,  shall  be  defrayed  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  monies  which 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  therein,  not  otherwise  appropri¬ 
ated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  there  shall  be  from  Met*u  and  do- 
time  to  time  struck  and  coined  at  the  said  mint,  coins  oftheliooiMIto  bo 
gold,  silver,  and  copper,  of  the  following  denominations,  8t^k^t  of  Feb 
values  and  descriptions,  viz.  Eagles — each  to  be  of  thei2,  ?8w.voi.  n’ 
value  of  ten  dollars  or  units,  and  to  contain  two  hundred  p  ^*le8 
and  forty-seven  grains  and  four  eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  see  actof  jtm© 
or  two  hundred  and  seventy  grains  of  standard  gold.  Half vii.14?p.  m.  lf 
eagles — each  to  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars,  and  to  con-  18^c£°[ ^ail  l8» 
tain  one  hundred  and  twenty  three  grains  and  six  eighths  HaUeagfii!36’ 
of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  five  grains  of 
standard  gold.  Quarter  Eagles — each  to  be  of  the  value  of  Quarter  eagles, 
two  dollars  and  a  half  dollar,  and  to  contain  sixty  one  graina 
and  seven  eighths  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  sixty  seven  grains 
and  four  eighths  of  a  grain  of  standard  gold.  Dollars  or  Dollars  or 
units — each  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  milled  dollar  as  unit4S 
the  same  is  now  current,  and  to  contain  three  hundred  and 
seventy-one  grains  and  four  sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  Act  Feb.  12, 
pure,  or  four  hundred  aud  sixteen  grains  of  standard  silver.  I*]3'  Vol‘  17,  p' 
Half  Dollars — each  to  be  of  half  the  value  of  the  dollar  or  Hair  dollars, 
unit,  and  to  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  grains  Feb  12  1873 
and  ten  sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  two  hundred  v®i.  n,  p  424. 
and  eight  grains  of  standard  silver.  Quarter  Dollars— each  Quarter  d o  i- 
to  be  of  one  fourth  the  value  of  the  dollar  or  unit,  and  tolar8‘ 
contain  ninety-two  grains  and  thirteen  sixteenth  parts  of  a 
grain  of  pure,  or  one  hundred  and  four  grains  of  standard 
silver.  Dismes — each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one  tenth  of  a  DUmea. 
dollar  or  unit,  and  to  contain  thirty  seven  grains  and  two 
sixteenth  parts  of  a  grain  of  pure,  or  forty  one  grains  aud 
three  fifth  parts  of  a  grain  of  standard  silver.  Half  Dismes  Half  dismes. 
— each  to  be  of  the  value  of  one  twentieth  of  a  dollar,  and  cents, 
to  contain  eighteen  grains  and  nine  sixteenth  parts  of  a14sJ5JJs^J^“* 
grain  of  pure,  or  twenty  grains  and  four  fifth  parts  of  a  299 ;  act  of  kir.’ 
grain  of  standard  silver.  Cents — each  to  be  of  the  value  of  JjJJ; 

the  one  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  and  to  contain  eleven  21,1857,  voi.  u,’ 
penny- weights  of  copper.  Half  Cents — each  to  be  of  the  p  hSt  con*. 
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value  of  half  a  cent,  and  to  contain  five  penny- weights  and 
half  a  penny* weight  of  copper, 
de-  Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  upon  the  said 
.  coins  respectively,  there  shall  be  the  following  devices  and 
legends,  namely:  Upon  one  side  of  each  of  the  said  coins 
there  shall  be  an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an 
inscription  of  the  word  Liberty,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage; 
and  upon  the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins 
there  shall  be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle,  with 
this  inscription,  “United  States  of  America,”  and  upon 
the  reverse  of  each  of  the  copper  coins,  there  shall  be  an  in¬ 
scription  which  shall  express  the  denomination  of  the  piece, 
namely,  cent  ox  half-cent,  as  the  case  may  require. 

Ratio  of  gold  to  Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  proportional 
value  of  gold  to  silver  in  all  coins  which  shall  by  law  be 
current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  as 
fifteen  to  one,  according  to  quantity  in  weight,  of  pure  gold 
or  pure  silver;  that  is  to  say,  every  fifteen  pounds  weight  of 
pure  silver  shall  be  of  equal  value  in  all  payments,  with  one 
pound  weight  of  pure  gold,  and  so  in  proportion  as  to  any 
greater  or  less  quantities  of  the  respective  metals, 
standard  for  Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  standard  for 
Eow  to°bS8re^  ab  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  eleven  parts  fine 
latod,  and  com-  to  one  part  alloy ;  and  accordingly  that  eleven  parts  in  twelve 
posit  on  o  th©  entire  weight  of  each  of  the  said  coins  shall  consist 

of  pure  gold,  and  the  remaining  one  twelfth  part  of  alloy; 
and  the  said  alloy  shall  be  composed  of  silver  and  copper, 
in  such  proportions  not  exceeding  one  half  silver  as  shall  be 
found  convenient ;  to  be  regulated  by  the  director  of  the  mint, 
for  the  time  being,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  until  further  provision  shall  be  made  by 
law.  And  to  the  end  that  the  necessary  information  may 
Director  to  re- be  *n  or(ler  to  the  making  of  such  further  provision, 
port  the  practice  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  director  of  the  mint  at  the 
^the^oy^f  expiration  of  a  year  after  commencing  the  operations  of 
gold  ooins.  the  said  mint,  to  report  to  Congress  the  practice  thereof 
during  the  said  year,  touching  the  composition  of  the  alloy 
of  the  said  gold  coins,  the  reasons  for  such  practice,  and 
the  experiments  and  observation  which  shall  have  been 
made  concerning  the  effects  of  different  proportions  of  sil¬ 
ver  and  copper  in  the  said  alloy. 

standard  for  Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  standard  of 
fo/ehoCwinto  beM  silver  coins  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  one  thousand 
regulated.  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  fine  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  parts  alloy ;  and  accordingly  that  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-five  parts  in  one  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  four  parts  of  the  entire  weight  of  each  of 
the  said  coins  shall  consist  of  pure  silver,  and  the  rernain- 
Character  ofing  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  parts  of  alloy;  which 
the  aiioy.  alloy  shall  be  wholly  of  copper. 

Persona  may  Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law¬ 
yer  fSmon  “to  ful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  bring  to  the  said  mint  gold 
ex  CnTOd  free  of  au(*  ver  bullion,  in  order  to  their  being  coined ;  and  that 
mi mum,  bu]iion  so  brought  shall  be  there  assayed  and  coined  as 

speedily  as  may  be  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  that  free 
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of  expense  to  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the  same  shall 
have  been  brought.  And  as  soon  as  the  said  bullion 
shall  have  been  coined,  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  the 
same  shall  have  been  delivered,  shall  upon  demand  receive  And  receive 
in  lieu  thereof  coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  which  £he?!!of. 111  Ueu 
shall  have  been  so  delivered,  weight  for  weight,  of  the  pure  lg^c^^pr- 
gold  or  pure  silver  therein  contained :  Provided  nevertheless .  Howthe  direct 
That  it  shall  be  at  the  mutual  option  of  the  party  or  parties  Fo?nsXtheref©£ 
bringing  such  bullion,  and  of  the  direction  of  the  said  mint,  deducting  h»if 
to  make  an  immediate  exchange  of  coins  for  standard  *** cent 
bullion,  with  a  deduction  of  one  half  per  cent,  from  the 
weight  of  the  pure  gold,  or  pure  silver  contained  in  the  said 
bullion,  as  an  indemnification  to  the  mint  for  the  time 
which  will  necessarily  be  required  for  coining  the  said  bul¬ 
lion,  and  for  the  advance  which  shall  have  been  so  made  in 
coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  secretary  of 
Treasury  to  furnish  the  said  mint  from  time  to  time  when- 
ever  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  thereof,  with  such  for 
sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  effecting  the  said  exchanges, exc  ge8’ 
to  be  replaced  as  speedily  as  may  be  out  of  the  coins  which 
shall  have  been  made  of  the  bullion  for  which  the  monies 
so  furnished  shall  have  been  exchanged ;  and  the  said  de¬ 
duction  of  one  half  per  cent,  shall  constitute  a  fund  towards  T>«  ^  pj* 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  said  mint.  .  tute  a  fund,  etc. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bullion  which  of  bullion 

shall  be  brought  as  aforesaid  to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  shall  to  entitle  to  pri- 
be  coined,  and  the  equivalent  thereof  in  coins  rendered,  if  UFSin!  delivery 
demanded,  in  the  order  in  which  the  said  bullion  shall  have  Penalty  for  rn- 
been  brought  or  delivered,  giving  priority  according  to  pri- dU6  pre  or6nce- 
ority  of  delivery  only,  and  without  preference  to  any  person 
or  persons;  and  if  any  preference  shall  be  given  contrary 
to  the  direction  aforesaid,  the  officer  by  whom  such  undue 
preference  shall  be  given,  shall  in  each  case  forfeit  and  pay 
one  thousand  dollars;  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 

And  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  known  if  such  preference 

shall  at  any  time  be  given,  the  assayer  or  officer  to  whom  .Aasayer  to 

the  said  bullion  shall  be  delivered  to  be  coined,  shall  givefum  oF  weight,’ 

to  the  person  or  persons  bringing  the  same,  a  memorandum  etc- 

in  writing  under  his  hand,  denoting  the  weight,  fineness 

and  value  thereof,  together  with  the  day  and  order  of  its 

delivery  into  the  mint. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  the  gold  and  taSer  in 
silver  coins  which  have  been  struck  at,  and  issued  from  the  ail  respect*, 
said  mint,  shall  be  a  lawful  tender  in  all  payments  whatso¬ 
ever,  those  of  full  weight  according  to  the  respective  values 
herein  before  declared,  and  those  of  less  than  full  weight 
at  values  proportional  to  their  respective  weights. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the  ^^““confoma6 
duty  of  the  respective  officers  of  the  said  mint,  carefully  and  bie  u> 
faithfully  to  use  their  best  endeavors  that  all  the  gold  and  wei«htA  eus. 

silver  coins  which  shall  be  struck  at  the  said  mint  shall  be, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  conformable  to  the  several  standards 
and  weights  aforesaid,  and  that  the  copper  whereof  the 
cents  and  half  cents  aforesaid  may  be  composed,  shall  be  10  °° xuod* 
of  good  quality. 
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The  Treasurer  gBc.  is.  And  the  better  to  secure  a  due  conformity  of  the 
k^tKsaid  gold  aud  silver  coins  to  their  respective  standards,  Be 
Si^to^be0^  **  farther  enacted ,  That  from  every  separate  mass  of  stand- 
«a>°d  to  secure  ard  gold  or  silver,  which  shall  be  made  into  coius  at  the 
5J2SS5uf  ^  8a^  Mint,  there  shall  be  taken,  set  apart  by  the  Treasurer 
and  reserved  in  his  custody  a  certain  number  of  pieces,  not 
when  and  by  less  than  three,  and  that  once  in  every  year  the  pieces  so 
Hyed  ^nd6  hi-  set  apart  and  reserved,  shall  be  assayed  under  the  inspection 
« pi>c ted.  0f  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  and 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  State,  and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  (who  are  hereby  required  to  attend  for  that  purpose 
at  the  said  Mint,  on  the  last  Monday  in  July  in  each  year, 
or  under  the  inspection  of  any  three  of  them,  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  direct,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  Director,  assayer  and  chief  coiner  of  the  said 
Limit  of  varia.  Mint;  and  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  gold  and  silver  so 
thm  from  stand  as8ayed?  shallnot  be  inferior  to  their  respective  standards 
herein  before  declared  more  than  one  part  in  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  parts,  the  officer  or  officers  of  the  said  Mint 
Penalty  for  whom  it  may  concern  shall  be  held  excusable;  but  if  any 
of  v«iition!lmit  greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it  shall  be  certified  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  officer  or  offi¬ 
cers  shall  be  deemed  disqualified  to  hold  their  respective 
offices. 

Penalty  ford*  Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  of  the  gold 
XDfbecoTn^  or  silver  coins  which  shall  be  struck  or  coined  at  the  said 
Mint  shall  be  debased  or  made  worse  as  to  the  proportion 
of  fine  gold  or  fine  silver  therein  contained,  or  shall  be  of 
less  weight  or  value  than  the  same  ought  to  be  pursuant  to 
the  directions  of  this  act,  through  the  default  or  with  the 
connivance  of  any  of  the  officers  or  persons  who  shall  be 
employed  at  the  said  Mint,  for  the  purpose  of  profit  or  gain, 
or  otherwise  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  and  if  any  of  the  said 
officers  or  persons  shall  embezzle  any  of  the  metals  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  committed  to  their  charge  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  being  coined,  or  any  of  the  coins  which  shall  be 
struck  or  coined  at  the  said  Mint,  every  such  officer  or  per¬ 
son  who  shall  commit  any  or  either  of  the  said  offences, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death. 
Money  of  ac  Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  money  of 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  expressed  in  dollars 
faw,  etc.  or  units,  dismes  or  tenths,  cents  or  hundredths,  and  milles  or 
r.  s.  3563.  thousandths,  a  disme  being  a  tenth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  cent 
the  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  a  mille  the  thousandth  part 
of  a  dollar,  and  that  all  accounts  in  public  offices  and  all 
proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  be  kept 
and  had  in  conformity  to  this  regulation. 
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ACT  OF  MAT  8,  1792. 

To  provide  for  a  copper  coinage.  Yoi.  i,  p.  283. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as¬ 
sembled ,  That  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approba-  Director  of  the 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  authorized 
to  contract  for  and  purchase  a  quantity  of  copper,  not  coined  into  centa, 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  that  the  said etc* 

Director,  as  soon  as  the  needful  preparations  shall  be  made,  a™*.  24,  isoo. 
cause  the  copper  by  him  purchased  to  be  coined  at  the  VoL  *•  p* 
Mint  into  cents  and  half  cents,  pursuant  to  4  4  the  act  estab-  such  coins  shall 
lishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  i^n^rom^he 
States;”  and  that  the  said  cents  and  half  cents,  as  they  Treasury, 
shall  be  coined,  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  thence  to  issue  into  circulation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  after  the  expira-  Director  to 
tion  of  six  calendar  months  from  the  time  when  there  shall  sum°ha2 
have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  said  Director,  in  been  paid  into 
cents  and  half  cents,  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand tho  Treft8ury* 
dollars,  which  time  shall  forthwith  be  announced  by  the 
Treasurer  in  at  least  two  gazettes  or  newspapers,  published 
at  the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
time  being,  no  copper  coins,  or  pieces  whatsoever,  except  the 
said  cents  and  half  cents,  shall  pass  current  as  money,  or 
shall  be  paid,  or  offered  to  be  paid  or  received  in  payment 
for  any  debt,  demand,  claim,  matter  or  thing  whatsoever; 
and  all  copper  coins  or  pieces,  except  the  said  cents  and  Penalty  for  of. 
half  cents,  which  shall  be  paid  or  offered  to  be  paid  orjgfj*  "  pa88 
received  in  payment  contrary  to  the  prohibition  aforesaid,  copper 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  every  person  by  whom  any  of  them 
shall  have  been  so  paid  or  offered  to  be  paid  or  received  in 
payment,  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  and  the 
said  forfeiture  and  penalty  shall  and  may  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit  for  the  benefit  of  any  person  or  persous  by 
whom  information  of  the  incurring  thereof  shall  have  been 
given. 


ACT  OF  JANUARY  14,  1793. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  “An  act  establishing  a  mint  and  regulating  the  Vol.  1,  p.  299. 
coins  of  the  United  States  ”  so  far  as  respects  the  ooinage  of  copper. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  17^cy®jf jAp£j’ 
every  cent  shall  contain  two  hundred  and  eight  grains  of  ’  0  p 
copper,  and  every  half  cent  shall  contain  one  hundred  and  coConte" 18 
four  grains  of  copper;  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  “ 

“An  act  establishing  a  mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of3  seesetof  Mar. 
the  United  States,”  as  respects  the  weight  of  cents  and  half  V.  y,  439"'  ’  0  * 
cents,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  lg^V^ofii, 
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ACT  OF  FEBRUARY1  9,  1793. 

Vol.  1,  p.  300.  Regulating  foreign  ooini,  and  for  other  purpose*. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sena  te  and  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as - 
lutejof  lesai  sembled,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
J^MUbSshS1.  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  pass  current  as  money 
within  the  United  States,  and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the 
payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  several  and  re¬ 
spective  rates  following,  and  not  otherwise,  viz :  The  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  present  stand¬ 
ard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  of  the  actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold  coins  of 
France,  Spain  and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  pres¬ 
ent  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every 
twenty-seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a  grain,  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  weight  thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual  weight  whereof 
shall  not  be  less  than  seventeen  pennyweights  and  seven 
grains;  and  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a  dollar.  Crowns 
of  France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for 
each  crown,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less 
than  eighteen  pennyweight  and  seventeen  grains,  and 
Foreign  ooins  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a  crown.  But  no  foreign 
to  be  assayed.  co|11  that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be  issued  subsequent  to 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  shall  be  a  tender,  as  aforesaid,  until  samples 
thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay,  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  conformable  to  the  respective  stand¬ 
ards  required,  and  proclamation  thereof  shall  have  been 
made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  ail  coins  Sec.  2.  Provided  always ,  and  be  it  further  enacted ,  That 
doicuPrt8SP8,bi,ihi  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  next  ensuing  the  time  when 
cease  to  be  a  ten-  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver,  agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled 
“An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of 
the  United  States^  shall  commence  at  the  mint  of  the 
United  States,  (which  time  shall  be  announced  by  the  proc¬ 
lamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,)  all  foreign 
gold  coins  and  all  foreign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish 
milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such  dollars,  shall  cease  to  be  a 
legal  tender,  as  aforesaid. 

on»«r  foreign  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  foreign  gold 
•now.  00  **  and  silver  coins,  (except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts 
of  such  dollars,)  which  shall  be  received  in  payment  for 
monies  due  to  the  United  States,  after  the  said  time,  when 
the  coining  of  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States,  shall,  previously  to  their  being  issued 
in  circulation,  be  coined  anew,  in  conformity  to  the  act, 
entitled  “An  act  establishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States.” 

After  1st  °f  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
flftfi  section  or  a  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  fifty-fifth  section  of  the  act, 
“  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collec- 
peaiea.  tion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  mer¬ 
ge^  voi/i,  p!  chandise  imported  into  the  United  States,”  which  ascer- 
Q8o.  '  ’  tains  the  rates  at  which  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
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be  received  for  the  duties  and  fees  to  be  collected  in  virtue 
of  the  said  act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  assay,  pre-  Asaayofcoins, 
vided  to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  establish- men?©. com* 
ing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  ^p** 
shall  commence  in  the  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  pre-  246.' 
scribed,  on  the  second  Monday  of  February,  annually,  any 
thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3 ,  1794. 

In  alteration  of  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  ooina  of  the  VoL  1,  p.  341. 

United  States. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep - 
resentaiives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as - 
sembled.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  this  act  it  shall  ur?rao3r  &e  Mint 
be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  receive  and  give  heJeciJ1*of  A  * 
receipts  for  al  1  metals  which  may  lawfully  be  brought  to  the  nwJvoL  i7p.24e. 
Mint  to  be  coined;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
respective  qualities,  shall  deliver  from  every  parcel  so  re¬ 
ceived,  a  sufficient  number  of  grains  to  the  assayer,  who  A88ay* 
shall  assay  all  such  of  them  as  may  require  it.  Aud  the 
said  treasurer  shall  from  time  to  time  deliver  the  said 
metals  to  the  chief  coiner  to  be  coined  in  such  quantities 
as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  assayer  and 
chief  coiner  of  the  Mint  previous  to  entering  upon  the  execu-  give  bond,  etc. 
tion  of  their  respective  offices  shall  each  become  bound  to 
the  United  States  of  America  with  one  or  more  sureties  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said 
assayer  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  and  the  said 
chief  coiner  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  with  con¬ 
dition  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  so  much  of  the  £££a?drUil4 
act  entitled  “An  act  establishing  a  Mint  and  regulating  the  Apr.  1792» 
coins  of  the  United  States,”  as  comes  within  the  purview  VoL  ** p’24®’ 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1795. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  intituled  “An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulat-  VoL  P* 439* 
ing  the  coins  of  the  United  States.” 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as¬ 
sembled ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared ,  That  for  the  Act  of  Apr.  2, 
better  conducting  of  the  business  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  17AdditionaiJffi- 
States  there  shall  be  an  additional  officer  appointed  therein  c©r  of  the  Mint 
by  the  name  of  the  melter  and  refiner,  whose  duty  shall  be  t^e Reiter1  and 
to  take  charge  of  all  copper,  and  silver  or  gold  bullion  de-  refiner, 
livered  out  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint  after  it  has  been  Hia  duty‘ 
assayed,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  customs  of  the  Mint 
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already  directed  and  established,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  directed  and  established  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  reduce  the  same  iuto  bars  or  ingots  fit  for 
the  rolling  mills,  and  then  to  deliver  them  to  the  coiner  or 
treasurer,  as  the  Director  shall  judge  expedient;  and  to  do 
and  perform  all  other  duties  belonging  to  the  office  of  a 
melter  and  refiner  or  which  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mint. 

To  take  oath  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  melter  and  re¬ 
ft^  give  secur  flner  of  ^he  8ai(j  Mjllt  gh^  before  he  enters  upon  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  said  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
some  judge  of  the  United  States,  faithfully  and  diligently 
to  perform  the  duties  thereof.  And  also  shall  become 
bound  to  the  United  States  of  America,  with  one  or  more 
sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the 
faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the  several  duties  of 
hi  8  office. 

HUcompenaa  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  there  shall  be 
tion*  allowed  and  paid,  to  the  said  melter  and  refiner  of  the 

Mint  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  the  yearly  salary 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Directorof  miut  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Director  of  the 
pJTiiry  aippiim-  Mint  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of 
and reiinermeUer  President  of  the  United  States,  to  employ  such  person 
n  aw  as  he  may  judge  suitable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 

Apr.  24,  1800,  melter  and  refiner,  until  a  melter  and  refiner  shall  be  ap- 
Voi.  2,  p.  53.  ’  pointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 

Senate. 

Retention  by  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  treasurer  of 
SiSof  bauLn  to  the  mint  shall,  aud  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  retain  two  cents 
compensate  for  per  ounce  from  every  deposit  of  silver  bullion  below  the 
meunig  an  re-  8t;an<|ard  0f  f^e  United  States,  which  hereafter  shall  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  refining  and  coining ;  aud  four  cents 
per  ounce  from  every  deposit  of  gold  bullion  made  as  afore¬ 
said,  below  the  standard  of  the  United  States,  unless  the 
same  shall  be  so  far  below  the  standard  as  to  require  the 
operation  of  the  test,  in  which  case,  the  treasurer  shall  retain 
six  cents  per  ounce,  which  sum  so  retained  shall  be  accounted 
for  by  the  said  treasurer  with  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  compensation  for  melting  and  refining  the  same. 

Limitation  of  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  treasurer  of 
standarii.  ^el° w  the  mint  shall  not  be  obliged  to  receive  from  any  person, 
for  the  purpose  of  refining  and  coining,  any  deposit  of  silver 
bullion,  below  the  standard  of  the  United  States,  in  a  smaller 
quantity  than  two  hundred  ounces;  nor  a  like  deposit  of 
gold  bullion  below  the  said  standard,  in  a  smaller  quantity 
than  twenty  ounces. 

officers  of  the  Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  from  aud  after 
pMfeiSice  #to  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
etandanibumon.  officers  of  the  mint  to  give  a  preference  to  silver  or  gold 
bullion,  deposited  for  coinage,  which  shall  be  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  respects  the  coining  of 
the  same,  although  bullion  below  the  standard,  and  not  yet 
refined,  may  have  been  deposited  for  coinage,  previous 
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thereto,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  Provided ,  ge^Pr5  v2^  ^ 
That  nothing  herein  shall  justify  the  officers  of  the  mint,  24e!  ’  0 '  ’ p' 
or  any  one  of  them,  in  unnecessarily  delaying  the  refining  No nnneces«ary 
any  silver  or  gold  bullion  below  the  standard,  that  may  be  ^rmitt^t  ,n* 
deposited,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  President  0^r^(J<5Jicenttniho 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  when-  weight  of  coPP©? 
ever  he  shall  think  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  to  coin- 
reduce  the  weight  of  the  copper  coin  of  the  United  States; 

Provided ,  such  reduction  shall  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  two 
pennyweights  in  each  cent,  and  in  a  like  proportion  in  a 
half  cent;  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  by  proclamation,* 
and  communicate  the  same  to  the  then  next  Congress. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  buY£je of  dcenu 
duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from  time  tOandh!in»nta. 
time,  as  often  as  he  shall  receive  coppercents  and  half  cents 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  mint,  to  send  them  to  the  bank  or 
branch  banks  of  the  United  States,  in  each  of  the  states 
where  such  bank  is  established ;  and  where  there  is  no  bank 
established,  then  to  the  collector  of  the  principal  town  in 
such  state  (in  the  proportion  of  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  such  state)  to  be  by  such  bank  or  collector,  paid  out  to 
the  citizens  of  the  state  for  cash,  in  sums  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  value;  and  that  the  same  be  done  at  the  risk  and 
expense  of  the  United  States,  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  department  of  the  treasury. 


ACT  OP  FEBRUARY  1,  1798. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  intituled  “  An  act  regulating  Foreign  Coins,  and  for  Vol.  1,  p.  539. 
other  purposes.” 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  17^cVonFpeb3oo 
second  section  of  an  act,  intituled  “An  act  regulatingpreaijribin^iegai 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,”  be,  and  the  same  is&M%™peXeS! 
hereby  suspended,  lor  and  during  the  space  of  three  years  Apr.  30,  i802,‘ 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand Vo1 21  p*173' 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  during  which  time  the 
said  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  be  and  continue  a  legal 
tender,  as  is  jirovided  in  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act 
aforesaid ;  and  that  the  same  coins  shall  thereafter  cease 
to  be  such  tender. 


ACT  OP  APRIL  24,  1800. 

Respecting  the  Mint  Vol.  2,  p.  53. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem-  Appropriation 
bled,  That  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  cents  and  half  Jjrt™ 
cents,  which  shall  have  been  coined  at  the  Mint,  and  deliv-  mintage?**  °r 

*  Weight  changed  by  proclamation  of  the  President,  January  26, 1796. 
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of  May  8, ered  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  subsequent  to 
283.’  0  ’  p‘  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 

dred  and  ninety-nine,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  purchase  of  copper  for  the  further  coin¬ 
age  of  cents  and  half  cents;  and  that  a  sum  equal  to  the 
amount  of  cents  and  half  cents,  which  shall  be  hereafter 
coined  at  the  Mint,  and  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  in  any  one  year,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  annual  purchase  of  copper  for 
the  coinage  of  cents  and  half  cents,  which  sums  shall  be 
payable  out  of  any  monies  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Part  of  bullion  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  there  shall  be 
wuS^fo^  thl  retained  from  every  deposit  in  the  Mint,  of  gold  or  silver 
expense  of  re-  bullion  below  the  standard  of  the  United  States,  such  sum 
*'  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  expense  incurred  in  refining 

Yoi  i'wo*'  the  8ame*  and  an  accurate  account  of  such  expense  on 
How  ’account-  every  sucn  deposit  shall  be  kept,  and  of  the  sums  retained 
®dfor*  on  account  of  the  same,  which  shall  be  accounted  for  by 

the  treasurer  of  the  Mint,  with  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1801. 

Vol.  2,  p.  in.  Concerning  the  Hint 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
pwudeiphiai  at  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
Act  of  Mar.  3,  Mint  shall  remain  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  until  the 
18AcTof  Apr4!'  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
1808, v oi.jkp.48i’  dred  and  three. 

is i2?voif  2^7871  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted L  That  during  the  con- 
i8i8Cvoif  3  “403  tinuance  °f  tbe  Mint  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  duties 
Act  of  itfcr.  s’,  now  enjoined  on  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the 
1823, voi  3,p,774.  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Department  of  State,  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act, 
intituled  “  An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
certain  dutie®  coins  of  the  United  States,”  passed  the  second  day  of  April, 
%  'tJrtSSA  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  shall  be  per- 
judge  and  attor-  formed  by  the  district  judge  of  Pennsylvania,  the  attorney 
vaniaf aned  ntSe  f°r  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
commissioner  of  the  commissioner  of  loans  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1803. 

Vol.  2,  p.  242.  To  prolong  the  oontmnanoe  of  the  Hint  at  Philadelphia. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
of rSntatPwSi!  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 

Act  of  Apr.  1,'  the  act  intituled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  approved 
18DeIol22,f8i821,’  March  3d,  1801,  is  hereby  continued  in  force  and  operation 
voi.  2,  p.  787.  ’  for  the  term  of  five  years  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
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ACT  OF  APRIL  10,  1806. 

Regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  ooina  in  the  United  States.  Vol.  2,  p.  374. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  Foreign  gold 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  foreign  gold  and ffbeSSi?” 
silver  coins  shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United 
States  and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  rates?  0  °  g 
and  demands,  at  the  several  and  respective  rates  following, 
and  not  otherwise,  viz: 

The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  coinaandratea. 
present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents,  for  every 
twenty-seven  grains  of  the  actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold 
coins  of  France,  Spain,  and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their 
present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents,  for  every 
twenty-seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a  grain,  of  the  actual 
weight  thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  cents  for  each,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not 
be  less  than  seventeen  pennyweights  and  seven  grains,  and 
in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a  dollar.  Crowns  of  France 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cents,  for  each  crown, 
the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less  than  eighteen 
pennyweights  and  seventeen  grains,  and  in  proportion  for 
the  parts  of  a  crown.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec-  secretary  of 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  assays  of  the  foreign  gold  ^See^aw1!  $ 
and  silver  coins  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  the  foreign  coW 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  u^’Mi^t^etc.! 
to  make  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress,  for  the  and  to  m Ae  rel 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  make  such  alterations  in  this 
act,  as  may  become  requisite,  from  the  real  standard  value  nuaUy- 
of  such  foreign  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  assays  of  the  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins  of  the  description  made  current  by  this  act, 
which  shall  issue  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  shall  circulate  in  the  United  States,  at.  the  Mint  afore¬ 
said,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  aud  to  make  report  of  the 
result  thereof  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Con¬ 
gress  to  make  such  coins  current,  if  they  shall  deem  the 
same  to  be  proper,  at  their  real  standard  value. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  first  section  of  Part  of  a  for- 
the  act,  intituled  “An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  ro* 

other  purposes,”  passed  the  ninth  day  of  February,  one  Feb.*  9,  1793, 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- three,  be,  and  the  same  Vol‘ lf  p'300, 
is  hereby  repealed.  And  the  operation  of  the  second  sec-  Operation  of 
tion  of  the  same  act  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  suspended  for,  u0en  Sanded?" 
and  during  the  space  ef,  three  years  from  the  passage  of 
this  act. 
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ACT  OF  APRIL  21,  1806. 

VoL  2,  p.  404.  por  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  current  ooin  of  the  United  States; 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
faSe?ym?kifng^6  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  if 
and  utter  in  |  any  person  shall  falsely  make,  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  cause 
United  states, ^>r or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or 
of  foreign  coo*1*  willingly  aid  or  assist?  in  falsely  making,  forging  or  counter- 
rentin  th^  feiting,  any  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  have  been  or  which 
United  states,  hereafter  shall  be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
or  who  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause,  or 
procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or 
willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forging,  or  coun¬ 
terfeiting  any  foreign  gold  or  silver  coins,  which,  by  law  now 
are  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  current,  or  be  in  actual  use 
and  circulation  as  money  within  the  United  States;  or  who 
shall  utter,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  coins 
of  gold  or  silver,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged  or  counterfeited;  any 
such  person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  convicted  according  to 
the  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment, 
and  kept  at  hard  labor  for  a  period  not  less  than  three  years, 
nor  more  than  ten  years;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 
Penaiti  u  n  ^v6  years5  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 
thos^Vh?  UKu  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
um*d  States  imP<>rt  or  bring  from  any  foreign  place  into  the  United  States, 
anyfaiseorcoun*any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeit  gold  or  silver  coins,  which 
oirouiatedninas are  k y  law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circula- 
country.  tion,  as  money  within  the  United  States,  with  the  intent  to 
utter,  or  make  payment  with  the  same,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited ;  or  who  shall  utter, 
as  true,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  payment  of  money,  with  in¬ 
tention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons  knowing  the  same 
to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  the  person  so 
offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof 
convicted  according  to  the  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sen¬ 
tenced  to  imprisonment  and  kept  at  hard  labour  for  a  period 
i825Cts*f  2ovot no^  *ess  than  two  years,  nor  more  than  eight  years ;  or  shall 
4,  P.  121. '  ’  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  fined  not  exceed¬ 
ing  four  thousand  dollars. 

inPen^cCffor  Sec.  3.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
ty\n£,  etc.,  the  fraudulently  and  for  gain’s  sake,  by  any  art,  way,  or  means 
UnTted^tateB^  whatsoever,  impair,  diminish,  falsify,  scale,  or  lighten  the 
or  those  of  for-  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  have  been,  or  which  shall  here- 
in  circulation  after  be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States;  or  any  for- 
stftte«e  United  olgn  g°ld  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by  law  made  current,  or 
are  in  actual  use  and  circulation  as  money  within  the  United 
States,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of. 
a  high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  t^e^dividuAi 
act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  states  notvto  be 
individual  States  of  jurisdiction,  under  the  laws  of  the  sev-  J^cted  by  thiB 
eral  States,  over  offences  made  punishable  by  this  act. 


ACT  OP  APRIL  1,  1808. 

Further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  y°b  2’ p* 481< 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  JJf  h?  plumm- 
the  act,  intituled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  approved  phi»  for  5  years 
March  the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  is  afi^2*i8i2.808’ 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  operation  for 
the  further  term  of  five  years  after  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 


ACT  OF  DECEMBER  2,  1812. 

Further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  VoL  2,  p.  787. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  Th at  ti  ^£DpbUa. 

the  act,  entitled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  approved  cieiphia  nntii 
March  the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  is  M?ct  o1?  Mar.  3, 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  operation,  for  J^1i^5l,2,p111* 
the  further  term  of  five  years,  after  the  fourth  day  of  March, rev  v 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 


ACT  OP  APRIL  29,  1816. 

Regulating  the  currency  within  the  United  States,  of  the  gold  ooins  of  Great  Vol.  3.  p.  322. 

Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five- 

franc  pieces. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  from  Act  of  Mar.  3, 
the  passage  of  this  act  and  for  three  years  thereafter,  and 1819  Vo1-3»p-525- 
no  longer,  the  following  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  pass 
current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  a  legal 
tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the 
several  and  respective  rates  following,  and  not  otherwise, 
videlicet:  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  of  Great°Bdui2 
every  seventy-seven  grains,  or  eighty-eight  cents  and  eight- 
ninths  per  pennyweight;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  of  their  ce* 

present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every 
twenty-seven  and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  cents  per  pennyweight:  the  gold  coins  of  Spain,  at  the  ^cfo^M  3 
rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty-eight  and  a  half 
grains,  or  eighty-four  cents  per  pennyweight;  the  crowns  p  m1823' 
of  France,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cents  or  i&nce. 
and  six-tenths  per  ounce,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for 
each  crown  weighing  eighteen  pennyweights  and  seventeen 
grains;  the  five-franc  pieces  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  cents  per  ounce,  or  niuety-three  cents  and  three 
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mills  for  each  five-franc  piece,  weighing  sixteen  penny¬ 
weights  and  two  grains. 

d^Jve rf  o ®EC#  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the 
rency' to' be  make  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the 
Aforegoing  gold  and  silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act, 
to  be  had  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in 
every  year:  and  to  make  report  of  the  result  thereof  to 
Congress. 


ACT  OP  JANUARY  14,  1818. 

Vol.  3,  p.403.  Further  to  prolong  the  oontinuanoe  of  the  Hint  at  Philadelphia. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
thtiiiStat  Pb?ie  Me  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
adeiphia,  contin-  act  entitled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  approved  March 
uediorflve  years  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  is  hereby 
revived,  and  continued  in  force  and  operation  for  the  further 
term  of  five  years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
ofTthe  *port  ^  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  during  the  contin- 
perform  tbe  <iu-  uance  of  the  Mint  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  duties 
the  commission1-  which  were  enjoined  on  the  commissioner  of  loans  for  the 
erof  loans.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
uw?voL2Timii.  entitled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  shall 
be  performed  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
for  the  time  being. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1819. 

Vol  3,  p.  525.  To  continue  in  force  an  act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United  States, 
of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the 
crowns  of  France,  and  five  frano  pieces. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
i82ictoifa Un*ted  States  of  America ,  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
Gold  coins  of  the  gold  coinsof  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  pres- 
mdeportiS^al11  ent  standard,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  all 
debts,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains,  or  eighty-eight  cents  and  eight-ninths  per 
or  Franoe.  pennyweight.  The  gold  coins  of  France,  of  their  present 
standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  grains,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  quarter 
of  Spain.  cents  per  pennyweight :  The  gold  coins  of  Spain  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- eight  and  a  half 
current  until  grains,  or  eight  y-four  cents  per  penny  weight :  until  the  first 
to°^ie!819’ *****  3ay  November  next:  And  that,  from  and  after  that  day, 

foreign  gold  coins  shall  cease  to  be  a  tender  within  the 
United  States,  for  the  payment  of  debts  or  demands. 
act°o™nihrft2»e  ®EC#  it  further  enacted ,  That  so  much  of  the 

i8i6.°as  relate*  to  act,  entitled  “An  act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the 
in 1  force  United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
until*  Apr.  29,  Portugal,  and  Spain,”  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
18ilctof  Apr.  2»,  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  relates  to  foreign 
i8ic,voL  3,  p. ‘322*.  silver  coins,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in 
force  two  years  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April 
next,  and  no  longer. 
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ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1821. 

To  oontmno  in  force  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  regulating  the  currency,  within  vol.  3,  p.  *45. 
the  United  States,  of  the  gold  ooins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spaing’  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixteen,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  crowns  and  five  franc 
pieces  of  France. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  The  act  of  Apr. 
so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  actregulating  the  currency  “iates  “0fath i 
within  the  United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  *nd  flv® 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,”  passed  on  the  twenty- ninth  Fronc©r^nti£. 
day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  relates  to  forc* two 
the  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of  France,  shall  be,  and  y 
the  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  for  the  further  term 
of  two  years,  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April 
next. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1823.  Vol.3,p.774. 

Further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America ,  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  Act  of  Mar.  3, 
the  act,  entitled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  approved 
March  the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  is^”t*pevlvedfor 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  operation  for  'e  ye*rs* 
the  further  term  of  five  years,  from  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  f  urther  enacted.  That,  during  the  0011  ‘  m  nf© 

tinuance  of  the  Mint  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  duties  ISans8  to  beTp?r. 
which  were  enjoined  on  the  commissioner  of  loans  for  the JoiESuro? Phi£ 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  second  section  of  the  act,  adeiphia. 
entitled  “An  act  concerning  the  Mint,”  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  shall 
be  performed  by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
for  the  time  being. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  when  any  silver, 
brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  shall  require  refining,  thefiniS*8and  oth£ 
expense  of  the  materials  used  in  the  process  shall  be  de-  from  h© 
ducted  from  the  amount  of  the  deposit;  and  that,  when  deposit,  and  ac* 
silver  so  deposited,  shall  be  of  a  quality  superior  to  that  of  TreaJ^of  the 
the  legal  standard  of  the  silver  coins  of  the  United  States,  united  states, 
a  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  amount,  equal  to  the 
expense  of  the  copper  necessary  to  reduce  it  to  the  said 
standard;  and  that  all  such  deductions  be  regularly  ac¬ 
counted  for,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

S.  Bep.  831,  pt.  4 - 2 
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ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1823. 

VoL  3,  p.  777.  To  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  regulating  the  currency  within 
the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces,”  passed  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
181A  Voht >322!  Me  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
Act  of  Mar.  3.'  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  “A11  act  regulating  the  currency 
18Act2f  Apr™'  within  the  United  States  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain, 
cun^nc1  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France  and 
inrfoerc©y^or  four  five  franc  pieces,”  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April, 
French* ™own80ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  relates  to  the 
and  5-frauc crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces,  shall  be,  and  the 
pioce8*  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force,  for  the  further  term  of 

four  years,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1823. 

Vol.  3,  p.  779.  Making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  receiv¬ 
able  in  payments  on  account  of  public  lands. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
i823?VoL 3^.777!  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled ,  That, 
Great  ^rtfain* fr°m  a°d  a^er  the  Passage  of  this  act,  the  following  gold 
pJitugai,  p?ance  coins  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  on  account  of  public 
re^ivSdln1^ land8?  at  the  several  and  respective  rates  following,  and  not 
ment  on  account  otherwise,  viz:  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Port- 
of  lands.  ugal,  of  their  present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
cents  for  every  twenty-seven  grains,  or  eighty-eight  cents 
and  eight-ninths  per  pennyweight ;  the  gold  coins  of  France, 
of  their  present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
for  every  twenty-seveu  and  a  half  grams,  or  eighty-seven 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  pennyweight:  and  the  gold  coins 
of  Spain  of  their  present  staudard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  cents  for  every  twenty-eight  and  a  half  grains,  or 
eighty-four  cents  per  pennyweight. 

Secretary  of  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the 
to  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the 
be  mad©  annu-  foregoing  coins  to  be  made  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
y  at  t  e  nt.  jeast  once  jn  every  yeav.  and  to  make  report  of  the  re¬ 
sult  thereof  to  Congress. 


ACT  OF  MAY  19,  1828. 

Vol.  4,  p.  277.  To  continue  the  Mint  at  the  City  of  PhUadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
lsoifVSf.^iii;  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
^u©di^?£^n" the  act,  entitled  “An  act  concerning*  the  Mint,”  approved 
u  orce.  jjarc|l  the  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  revived  and  continued  in  force  and 
operation,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 
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Sec.  2 .  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  for  the  purpose  troJ 

of  securing  a  due  conformity  in  weight  of  the  coins  of  the  Tn  1*27  ^hainl© 
CJnited  States,  to  the  provisions  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  !,1^t(Jndardtroy 
act,  passed  the  second  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- v  Aprn  2,  1792, 
dred  and  ninety  two,  entitled  “An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  V01.1,  p.246. 
and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  the  brass 
troy  pound  weight  procured  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-seven,  for  the  use  of  the  Mint,  and  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  Director  thereof,  shall  be  the  standard  troy 
pound  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  conformably  to 
which  the  coinage  thereof  shall  be  regulated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the^,™1 
duty  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  procure,  and  safely  to  siding  to  the 
keep  a  series  of  standard  weights,  corresponding  to  the  po°undaiw eiVht^ 
aforesaid  troy  pound,  consisting  of  an  one  pound  weight,  to  be  procured  for 
and  the  requisite  subdivisions  and  multiples  thereof,  fromusen88tondard8, 
the  hundredth  part  of  a  grain  to  twenty-five  pounds;  and 
that  the  troy  weights  ordinarily  employed  in  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  Mint,  shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  above 
standards,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  under  his  inspec¬ 
tion;  and  their  accuracy  tested  annually  in  the  presence  of 
the  assay  commissioners,  on  the  day  of  the  annual  assay. 

Sec,  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  when  silver  bul-  ^en  silver 
lion,  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  is  found  to  require  testing  theUi££ 
the  operation  of  the  test,  the  expense  of  the  materials  em-  Pon8«  therefor 
ployed  in  the  process,  together  with  a  reasonable  allowance  from  deposit, 
for  the  wastage  necessarily  arising  therefrom,  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  raelter  and  refiner  of  the  Mint,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Director,  shall  be  retained  from  such  deposit, 
and  accounted  for  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  the  Treas¬ 
ury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  when  silver  bul-  separation  of 
lion,  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  shall  be  found  to  con-  fi„„d  to  cintain 
tain  a  proportion  of  gold,  the  separation  thereof  shall  be  ej?ld  ox^ns© 
effected  at  the  expense  of  the  party  interested  therein :  UlteS.  nter’ 
Provided ,  nevertheless ,  That,  when  the  proportion  of  gold  is  when  separa- 
such  that  it  cannot  be  separated  advantageously,  it  shall  ^08ha11  not  ** 
be  lawful,  with  the  consent  of  the  owner,  or,  in  his  absence, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Director,  to  coin  the  same  as  an  or¬ 
dinary  deposit  of  silver. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Director  of  the  M™trec,|?ftr  of 
Mint  may  employ  the  requisite  number  of  clerks,  at  a  com  piiy  th“™qeiTi* 
pensation  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  seventeen  ®[|,®k8number  of 
hundred  dollars,  and  such  number  of  workmen  and  assist¬ 
ants  as  the  business  of  the  Mint  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
require. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  Mh/rto^aiVay 
for  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  receive,  and  cause  td  be  as-  bullion  not  il 
sayed,  bullion  not  intended  for  coinage,  and  to  cause  cer-  i^u© 

tificates  to  be  given  of  the  fineness  thereof  by  such  officer  certificates  of 
as  he  shall  designate  for  that  purpose,  at  such  rates  of ch^ge*  to  be 
charge,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  said  bullion,  and  under  P^dJ>y°J®®rjg 
such  regulations,  as  the  said  Director  may,  from  time  toi837?8w.i4a“voi. 
time,  establish.  6>  1W* 
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ACT  OF  JUNE  25,  1834. 

VoL  4,  p.  661.  Regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins  within  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
i834Cvoi  4Up e7oo  Uw  United  States  of  America ,  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
certain  *  (Silver  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  following  silver 
countries topaea coins  shall  be  of  the  legal  value,  and  shall  pass  current  as 
by  tale.  money  within  the  United  States,  by  tale,  for  the  payment 

of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents 
the  dollar,  that  is  to  say,  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili, 
and  Central  America,  of  not  less  weight  than  four  hundred 
and  fifteen  grains  each,  and  those  re-stamped  in  Brazil  of 
the  like  weight,  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  fifteen 
pennyweights  of  pure  silver,  in  the  troy  pound  of  twelve 
ouncesof  standard  silver :  and  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France, 
when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen  pen¬ 
nyweights  in  twelve  ounces  troy  weight  of  standard  silver, 
and  weighing  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  eighty-four 
grains  each  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  cents  each. 

Assays  of  such  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted }  That  it  shall  be  [the] 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of 
in  ©very  year,  the  aforesaid  silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be 
had  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress. 


ACT  OF  JUNE  28,  1834. 

VoL  4,  p.  6M.  Concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
wdght1^?1  coSis  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
of  the  United  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  contain  the  follow- 
sutee.  ing  quautitie8  of  metal,  that  is  to  say:  each  eagle  shall 

contain  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  grains  of  pure  gold, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  grains  of  standard  gold; 
each  half  eagle  one  hundred  and  sixteen  grains  of  pure 
gold,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  grains  of  standard 
gold;  each  quarter  eagle  shall  contain  fifty-eight  grains  of 
pure  gold,  and  sixty-four  and  a  half  grains  of  standard 
gold;  every  such  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars; 
every  such  half  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars ;  and 
every  such  quarter  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  two  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty  cents;  and  the  said  gold  coins  shall  be  receiv¬ 
able  in  all  payments,  when  of  full  weight,  according  to  their 
respective  values;  and  when  of  less  than  full  weight,  at  less 
values,  proportioned  to  their  respective  actual  weights. 
de^l^TtVd  for  ^Ecr*  ^  further  enacted ,  That  all  standard  gold 

coinage1  to  be  or  silver  deposited  for  coinage  after  the  thirty-first  of  July 
withinfiveday*! next>  shall  be  paid  for  in  coin  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  within  five  days  from  the  making 
one^ftio?cent0^  sac^  deposit,  deducting  from  the  amount  of  said  deposit 
toradvan^rith  of  gold  and  silver  one-half  of  one  per  centum:  Provided , 
in  forty  days.  That  no  deduction  shall  be  made  unless  said  advance  be  re¬ 
quired  by  such  depositor  within  forty  days. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  gold  coins  of  wh.lc.h 

the  United  States,  minted  anterior  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  coLThaii 
July  next,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  at  the  rate 1,6  receiVftble* 
of  ninety-four  and  eight-tenths  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  better  to  secure  To  secure  uni- 
a  conformity  of  the  said  gold  coins  to  their  respective  stand- 
ards  as  aforesaid,  from  every  separate  mass  of  standard  gold  apart  for 

which  shall  be  made  into  coins  at  the  said  Mint,  there  shall aasay* 
be  taken,  set  apart  by  the  Treasurer  and  reserved  in  his 
custody,  a  certain  number  of  pieces,  not  less  than  three, 
and  that  once  in  every  year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  re¬ 
served  shall  be  assayed  under  the  inspection  of  the  officers, 
and  at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  now  provided  by  law, 
and,  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  gold  so  assayed,  shall  not 
be  inferior  to  the  said  standard  hereinbefore  declared,  more  Limit  of  varia- 
than  one  part  in  three  hundred  and  eighty- four  in  fineness,  ai?ow^. colnage 
aud  one  part  in  five  hundred  in  weight,  the  officer  or  officers 
of  the  said  Mint  whom  it  may  concern,  shall  be  held  excusa¬ 
ble;  but  if  any  greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it  shall  be 
certified  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  if  he  Penalty  for  ex- 
shall  so  decide,  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be  thereafter  ceedinK 
disqualified  to  hold  their  respective  offices :  Provided ,  That  officer*  reapon- 
if,  in  making  any  delivery  of  coia  at  the  Mint  in  payment  foi^de^ectwl 
of  a  deposit,  the  weight  thereof  shall  be  found  defective,  weight, 
the  officer  concerned  shall  be  responsible  to  the  owner  for 
the  full  weight,  if  claimed  at  the  time  of  delivery. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  this  act  shall  be  Act  to  be  in 
in  force  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  in  the  31^834.^  Jnly 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- four. 


ACT  OF  JUNE  28,  1834. 

Regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  within  the  United  Statee.  Vol.  4,  p.  700. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Rome  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That,  Act  of  June  25, 
from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  July  next,  the  follow-  18Ri^8Lat,whkh 
ing  gold  coins  shall  pass  as  current  as  money  within  the ^xngoWcoins 
United  States,  and  be  receivable  in  all  payments,  by  weight,  bieatw  53y It 
for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  rates  fol- im- 
lowing,  that  is  to  say:  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Coin* of  Great 
Portugal,  and  Brazil,  of  not  less  than  twenty-two  carats  BraSh*’ 
fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-four  cents  and  eight-tenths  of  a 
cent  per  pennyweight ;  the  gold  coins  of  France  nine-tenths  Franco, 
fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  cents  and  one-tenth  of  a 
cent  per  pennyweight ;  and  the  gold  coins  of  Spain,  Mexico,  Spain,  Mexico, 
and  Colombia,  of  the  fineness  of  twenty  carats  three  grains  an<* ColombI<u 
and  seven-sixteenths  of  a  grain,  at  the  rate  of  eighty-nine 
cents  and  nine- tenths  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  lt  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  Annual  assay* 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  tobo^SL.001118 
the  aforesaid  gold  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be 
had  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  and  to  make  a  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress* 
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Vol.4,p.  774. 


New  Orleans, 
Charlotte. 


Dahlohnega. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1835. 

To  establish  branches  of  the  Hint  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
United  Staten  of  America,  in  Gongress  assembled ,  That 
lished  at—  branches  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  shall  be  estab¬ 
lished  as  follows:  one  branch  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver;  one  branch  at  the  town 
of  Charlotte,  in  Meeklinburg  County,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only;  and  one  branch  at 
f «i rpprufchiisin " or  near  Dahlohnega,  in  Lumpkin  County,  in  the  State  of 
siteH,  «tc.c  “  nK  Georgia,  also  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only.  And  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  sites,  erecting  suitable  buildings,  and 
completing  the  necessary  combinations  of  machinery  for 
the  several  branches  aforesaid,  the  following  sums,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro¬ 
priated,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  appropriated:  for  the 
branch  at  New  Orleans,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  for  the  branch  at  Charlotte,  fifty  thousand  dollars; 
for  the  branch  at  Dahlohnega,  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
whim  ®E0,  it  further  enacted ,  That,  so  soon  as  the 

tf?buiiding»  a™  necessary  buildings  are  erected  for  the  purpose  of  well  con- 
erected.  ducting  the  business  of  each  of  the  said  branches,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  shall  be  appointed  upon  the  nomination  of 
the  President,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate:  one  superintendent,  one  treasurer,  one  assayer,  one 
oMbMte^work-  coiner,  one  melter,  and  one  refiner.  And  the  super¬ 
men™  wor  inteudent  of  each  mint  shall  engage  and  employ  as  many 
clerks  and  as  many  subordinate  workmen  and  servants  as 
shall  be  provided  for  by  law;  and  the  salaries  of  the  said 
officers  and  clerks  shall  be  as  follows: 
saUrie*.  For  the  branch  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  superintendent, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  treas¬ 
urer,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the  chief  coiner, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the  assayer,  melter, 
and  refiner,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  each;  to  two 
clerks,  tl*e  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  each ;  to  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  workmen,  and  servants,  not  exceeding  twenty  in 
number,  such  wages  and  allowances  as  are  customary  and 
reasonable,  according  to  their  respective  stations  and  occu¬ 
pations.  For  the  branches  at  Charlotte  and  Dahlohnega, 
to  the  superintendents,  each  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol¬ 
lars, who  shall  respectively  discharge  the  duty  of  treasurers; 
to  the  chief  coiners,  each  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars;  to  the  assayers,  melters,  and  refiners,  each 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  clerks, 
not  exceeding  one  at  each  branch,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars;  and  to  the  subordinate  workmen  and  servants,  not 
exceeding  the  number  of  five  at  each  of  the  said  branches, 
such  wages  and  allowances  shall  be  paid  as  are  customary 
and  reasonable,  according  to  their  respective  stations  and 
forsXrS^Vc"  occupations.  And  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  said  sala¬ 
ries,  wages,  allowances,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
said  branches  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  following  sums,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
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be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  appropriated :  for  the  branch 
at  New  Orleans,  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars; 
for  the  branches  at  Charlotte  and  Dalilohnega,  the  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be *  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  officers 
clerks  to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  before  entering  upon  J£re.°n  °  ° 
the  duties  thereof,  shall  take  au  oath  or  affirmation  before 
some  judge  of  the  United  States,  faithfully  and  diligently 
to  perform  the  duties  thereof;  and  shall  each  become  bound  Bond, 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  with  one  or  more  sureties, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  and  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  and 
diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  general  direc-  t^of^nchM 
tionof  the  business  of  the  said  branches  of  the  Mint  of  theto°bo°un™erCth2 
United  States  shall  be  under  the  control  and  regulation  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  subject  to  tliephia. 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  for  that 
purpose,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Director  to  prescribe 
such  regulations,  and  require  such  returns,  periodically,  and 
occasionally,  as  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  intention  of  this  act  in 
establishing  the  said  branches ;  also,  for  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
criminating  the  coin  which  shall  be  stamped  at  each  branch, 
and  at  the  Mint  itself;  also,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
uniformity  of  weight,  form,  and  fineness  in  thecoins  stamped 
at  each  place;  and  for  that  purpose,  to  require  the  trans¬ 
mission  and  delivery  to  him,  at  the  Mint, from  time  to  time, 
such  parcels  of  the  coinage  of  each  branch  as  he  shall  think 
proper  to  be  subjected  to  such  assays  and  tests  as  he  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  the  laws,  and  laUo^of^M mt 
parts  of  laws,  made  for  the  regulation  of  the  Mint  of  the  extended  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  government  of  the  officers  and  branchea* 
persons  employed  therein,  and  for  the  punishment  of  all 
offences  connected  with  the  Mint  or  coinage  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  in 
full  force,  in  relation  to  each  of  the  brandies  of  the  Mint 
by  this  act  established,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  applica¬ 
ble  thereto. 


ACT  OF  JANUARY  18,  1837. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “An  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regu-  Vol.5,p.  136. 
lating  the  coins  of  the  United  Statee.” 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sena  te  and  House  of  Representatives  of  .officers  of  the 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  of  Apr.  2, 
officers  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  shall  be  a  Director,  17^ct  ofifar4*' 
a  treasurer,  an  assayer,  a  melter  and  refiner,  a  chief  coiner  lsss^Voi.^p*™. 
and  an  engraver,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  ep*^ 

United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Act  ©r  Apr.  2; 
Senate.  i8t4,Voi.5,P.053. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  respective  Dutie» of- 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint  shall  be  as  follows: 

First.  The  Director  shall  hav  e  the  control  aud  manage-  Director. 
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ment  of  the  Mint,  the  superintendence  of  the  officers  and 
persons  employed  therein,  and  the  general  regulation  and 
supervision  of  the  business  of  the  several  branches.  And 
in  the  month  of  January  of  every  year  he  Shall  make  report 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  operations  of 
the  Mint  and  its  branches  for  the  year  preceding.  And  also 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  as  said 
Secretary  shall  require,  setting  forth  all  the  operations  of 
the  Mint  subsequent  to  the  last  report  made  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject. 

Treasurer.  Second.  The  treasurer  shall  receive,  and  safely  keep  all 
moneys  which  shall  be  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  Mint; 
shall  keep  all  the  current  accounts  of  the  Mint,  and  pay  all 
moneys  due  by  the  Mint,  on  warrants  from  the  Director. 
He  shall  receive  all  bullion  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage; 
shall  be  the  keeper  of  all  bullion  and  coin  in  the  Mint,  ex¬ 
cept  while  the  same  is  legally  placed  in  the  hands  of  other 
officers,  and  shall,  on  warrants  from  the  Director,  deliver  all 
coins  struck  at  the  Mint  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  shall 
be  legally  payable.  And  lie  shall  keep  regular  and  faith¬ 
ful  accounts  of  all  the  transactions  of  the  Mint,  in  bullion 
and  coins,  both  with  the  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  deposit¬ 
ors;  and  shall  present,  quarter -yearly,  to  the  Treasury 
Department  of  the  United  States,  according  to  such  forms 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  that  Department,  an  account  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Mint,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  adjusted  and  settled. 

Assayer.  Third.  The  assayer  shall  carefully  assay  all  metals  used 
in  coinage,  whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Mint;  and  he  shall  also  make  assays  of  coins 
whenever  instructed  to  do  so  by  the  Director. 

Matter  and  re-  Fourth.  The  melter  and  refiner  shall  execute  all  the  opera- 
Sser  tions  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  ingots  of  stand¬ 

ard  silver  or  gold,  suitable  for  the  chief  coiner,  from  the 
metals  legally  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose, 
cwef  coiner.  Fifth.  The  chief  coiner  shall  execute  all  the  operations 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  coins,  conformable  in 
all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the  standard  silver  and  gold 
ingots,  and  the  copper  plauchets,  legally  delivered  to  him 
for  this  purpose. 

Engraver.  Sixth.  The  engraver  shall  prepare  and  engrave,  with  the 
legal  devices  and  inscriptions,  all  the  dies  used  in  the  coin¬ 
age  of  the  Mint  and  its  branches. 

oflSStantoaSd  ®EC>  ^ G  ^  farther  enacted,  That  the  Director  shall 

clerks.  appoint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  assistants 

to  the  assayer,  melter  and  refiner, chief  coiner,  and  engraver, 
and  clerks  for  the  Director  and  treasurer,  whenever,  on  rep¬ 
resentation  made  by  the  Director  to  the  President,  it  shall 
be  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  such  assistants  or  clerks 
Duties  of  as-  are  necessary.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistants 
ci©rk£n  8  andto  aid  their  principals  in  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  and  of  the  clerks  to  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be 
prescribed  for  them  by  the  Director, 
miingof  temp-  See.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  whenever  any  offi- 

orary  vacancies.  cer  0f  tbe  Mint  shall  be  temporarily  absent,  on  account  of 
sickness,  or  any  other  sufficient  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
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the  Director,  with  the  assent  of  said  officer,  to  appoint  some 
person  attached  to  the  Mint,  to  act  in  the  place  of  such  offi¬ 
cer  daring  his  absence,  and  that  the  Director  shall  employ  Employment 
such  workmen  and  servants  in  the  Mint  as  he  shall  from  ger^^men 
time  [to  time]  find  necessary. 

Sec.  5.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  officer,  assist-  oaths  to  be 
ant,  and  clerk  of  the  Mint,  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the**®11' 
execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
some  judge  of  the  United  States,  or  judge  of  the  superior 
court  or  any  court  of  record  of  any  State,  faithfully  and 
diligently  to  perform  the  duties  thereof. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  offi-  ^fnofflC£oqulr' 
cers  of  the  Mint,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  Ti  *  tan 
respective  offices,  shall  become  bound  to  the  United  States,  olerkfl- 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sums  hereinafter  mentioned, 
with  condition  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  viz:  The.treasurer  in  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars;  the  assayer  in  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars;  the  melter  and  refiner  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars;  the  chief  coiner  in  the  sum  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  And  that  similar  bonds  may  also  be  required 
of  the  assistants  and  clerks,  in  such  sums  as  the  Director 
shall  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  salaries  of  om- 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint  the  following  salaries  per  ^liunu.8’  and 
annum :  To  the  Director,  for  his  services,  including  traveling 
expenses  incurred  in  visiting  the  different  branches,  and  all 
other  charges  whatever,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars;  to  the  treasurer,  assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  chief 
coiner,  and  engraver,  each,  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the 
assistants  and  clerks,  such  annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed 
as  the  Director  may  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President:  Provided ,  That  an  assistant  shall  not  receive  Maximum  mi- 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  and  that  a  clerk  shall ary* 
not  receive  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars;  to  the 
workmen  and  servants  shall  be  allowed  such  wages,  to  be  *nt«. 
determined  by  the  Director,  as  may  be  customary  and  rea¬ 
sonable,  according  to  their  respective  stations  and  occupa¬ 
tions  ;  and  that  the  salaries  provided  for  in  this  section  shall 
be  payable  in  quarterly  instalments. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  standard  for  Jd^eUvOT • 
both  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  here-  coins.*111  8  vor 
after  be  such,  that  of  one  thousand  parts  by  weight,  nine 
hundred  shall  be  of  pure  metal,  and  one  hundred  of  alloy ; 
and  the  alloy  of  the  silver  coins  shall  be  of  copper;  and  the  8bo 

alloy  of  the  gold  coins  shall  be  of  copper  and  silver,  pro-™  °r  °>a‘ 
vided  that  the  sil  ver  do  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  whole  alloy. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  of  the  silver  coins,  weight  of  sU- 
the  dollar  shall  be  of  the  weight  of  four  hundred  and  twelve  ver  00  B* 
and  one-half  grains;  the  half  dollar  of  the  weight  of  two 
hundred  and  six  and  one-fourtli  grains;  the  quarter  dollar 
of  the  weight  of  one  hundred  and  three  and  one-eighth 
grains;  the  dime,  or  tenth  part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight 
of  forty-one  and  a  quarter  grains;  and  the  half  dime  or 
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twentieth  part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight  of  twenty  grains, 
Silver  dollars,  and  five-eighths  of  a  grain.  And  that  dollars,  half  dollars, 
asrsraand  quarter  dollars,  dimes,  and  half  dimes,  shall  be  legal 
tender  iu  ^tenders  of  payment  according  to  their  nominal  value,  for 
any  sums  whatever. 

Weightof  gold  Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  of  the  gold  coins, 
cuius  the  weight  of  the  eagle  shall  be  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight 

grains;  that  of  the  half  eagle  one  hundred  and  twenty -nine 
grains;  and  that  of  the  quarter  eagle  sixty-four  and  one- 
e Aglet,  etc.,  half  grains.  And  that  for  all  sums  whatever,  the  eagle 
tender©  legal  shall  *>e  a  legal  tender  of  payment  for  ten  dollars;  the  half 
‘  "  eagle  for  five  dollars;  and  the  quarter  eagle  for  two  and  a 
half  dollars. 

silver  coins  Sec.  11.  And  belt  further  enacted ,  That  the  silver  coins 
tu^,*miregoid  heretofore  issued  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
coinsiMuedHince issued  since  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  one 
shailv continue  to  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  continue  to 
be  legal  tenders.  ke  legal  tenders  of  payment  for  their  nominal  values,  on  the 
same  terms  as  if  they  were  of  the  coinage  provided  for  by 
this  act. 

weightof  cop-  Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  of  the  copper 
per  co  us.  coins,  the  weight  of  the  cent  shall  be  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the  half-cent  eighty- 
Their  propor-  four  grains.  And  the  ceut  shall  be  considered  of  the  value 
dollar. v<due  offt°f  one  hundredth  part  ot  a  dollar,  and  the  half-cent  of  the 
value  of  one  two-hundredth  part  of  a  dollar. 

Devices,  in-  Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon  the  coins 
legendsof  cSiSs*.  struck  at  the  Mint  there  shall  be  the  following  devices  and 
legends:  upon  one  side  of  each  of  said  coins  there  shall  be 
an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  inscription  of 
the  word  Liberty,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage;  and  upon 
the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins,  there  shall 
be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle,  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  United  States  of  America,  and  a  designation  of  the 
value  of  the  coin ;  but  on  the  reverse  of  the  dime  and  half 
dime,  cent  and  half  cent,  the  figure  of  the  eagle  shall  be 
omitted. 

bumI)nanbrouVbt  Sec.  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  gold  and  silver 

for  coinage^sifaii  bullion  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  shall  be  received 
coined!5*'64*  uud  an<*  coined,  by  the  proper  officers,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Base  bullion  depositor :  Pro  cided, .That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  refuse,  at 
may  be  refused,  the  Mint,  any  deposite  of  less  value  than  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  and  any  bullion  so  base  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the 
operations  of  the  Mint;  And  provided  also,  That  when  gold 
au(*  8^ver  are  combined,  if  either  of  these  metals  be  in  such 
when  separation  small  proportion  that  it  can  not  be  separated  advanta- 
cannot  bo  made.  geoUSiy?  no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  depositor  for  the 
value  of  such  metal. 

gi?een  fL^buUi^  Sec.  I**-  it  further  enacted,  That  when  bullion  is 

depo*Ttcd  Iro?  brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage,  it  shall  be  weighed  by  the 
coinage.  treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  depositor,  when  practicable, 
and  a  receipt  given  which  shall  state  the  description  and 
mXght toftftb£ the  bullion:  Provided,  That  when  the  bullion  is 
true  weight.  in  such  a  state  as  to  require  melting  before  its  value  can 
be  ascertained,  the  weight  after  melting  shall  be  considered 
as  the  true  weight  of  the  bullion  deposited. 
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Sec.  1G.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  from  every  par-  e 

cel  of  bullion  deposited  for  coinage,  the  treasurer  shall  u>\>e  £*£?*£** 
deliver  to  the  assayer  a  sufficient  portion  for  the  purpose 
of  being  assayed ;  but  all  such  bullion  remaining  from  the 
operations  of  the  assay  shall  be  returned  to  the  treasurer 
by  the  assayer. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  assayer  shall  Aaa*ym  tor* 
report  to  the  treasurer  the  quality  or  standard  of  the  Eld 
bullion  assayed  by  him;  and  he  shall  also  communicate  to fluch buUion- 
the  treasurer  such  information  as  will  enable  him  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  amount  of  the  charges  hereinafter  provided  for, 
to  be  made  to  the  depositor,  for  the  expenses  of  converting 
the  bullion  into  standard  metal  fit  for  coinage. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  only  subjects  Wbi©hthedep^ 
of  charge  by  the  Mint  to  the  depositor  shall  be  the  follow-  itor  w  subjected, 
ing:  For  refining  when  the  bullion  is  below  standard;  for 
toughening  when  metals  are  contained  in  it  which  render  it 
uufit  for  coinage;  forcopperused  foralloy  when  the  bullion  is 
above  standard ;  for  silver  introduced  into  the  alloy  of  gold; 
and  for  separating  the  gold  and  silver  wheu  these  metals 
exist  together  in  the  bullion:  and  that  the  rate  of  these 
charges  shall  be  fixed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Director,  with  concurrence 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  Tremry!^17  of 
as  not  to  exceed,  in  their  judgment,  the  actual  expense  to 
the  Mint  of  the  materials  and  labor  employed  in  each  of  the 
cases  aforementioned ;  and  that  the  amount  received  from  Disposition  of 
these  charges  shall  be  accounted  for,  and  appropriated  for  ^chargST^*1 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Mint. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  from  the  report  vdne  ofod* 
of  the  assayer,  and  the  weight  of  the  bullion,  the  treasurer  STchSgMT  how 
shall  estimate  the  whole-value  of  each  deposite,  and  also  oetim»tod* 
the  amount  of  the  charges  or  deductions  if  any;  of  all 
which  he  shall  give  a  detailed  memorandum  to  the  depos¬ 
itor;  and  he  shall  also  give,  at  the  same  time,  under  his 
hand,  a  certificate  of  the  nett  amount  of  the  deposite,  to  Certificate  to 
be  paid  in  coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  as  that  ment^ooin.1^7’ 
deposited. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  parcels  of  bullion  buTite^bytrew^ 
shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  transferred  by  the  treasurer  to  urer  to  meiter 
the  meiter  and  refiner;  that  a  careful  record  of  these  trans- and  reflner- 
fers,  noting  the  weight  and  character  of  the  bullion,  shall 
be  kept;  and  that  the  bullion  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  meiter  and  refiner  shall  be  subjected  to  the  several  To  be  formed 
processes  which  may  be  necessary  to  form  it  into  ingots  0f into 
the  legal  standard,  and  of  a  quality  suitable  for  coinage. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  ingots  thus 
prepared  shall  be  assayed  by  the  assayer,  and  if  they  prove 
to  be  within  the  limits  allowed  for  deviation  from  the  stand-  “d refiner, 
ard,  they  shall  be  transferred  by  the  meiter  and  refiner  to 
the  treasurer,  accompanied  by  the  assayer’s  certificate  of 
their  fineness;  and  that  a  careful  record  of  the  transfer 
shall  be  kept  by  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  no  ingots  of  gold  i^viAtionfirom' 
shall  be  used  for  coinage  of  which  the  quality  differs  more  ingou 

than  two  thousandths  from  the  legal  standard;  and  that°f  &old  404  *llm 
no  ingots  of  silver  shall  be  used  for  coinage  of  which  the  v 
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Treasurer's  ac¬ 
count  with  mel- 
ter  and  refiner. 


Allowance  for 
necessary  waste. 
Maximum  limit. 


Delivery  of  in¬ 
gots  for  coil 


Deviation  from 
legal  standard 
allowed  in  the 
weights  of  coins, 
in  single  pieces. 


Deviation  in  a 
large  number  to¬ 
gether. 


Delivery  of 
coins  by  ohief 
coiner  to  Treas* 


Coins  below  le¬ 
gal  weight  to  be 
recoined. 


quality  differs  more  than  three  thousandths  from  the  legal 
standard. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  in  the  treasurer’s 
account  with  the  melter  and  refiner,  the  melter  and  refiner 
shall  be  debited  with  the  standard  weight  of  all  the  bullion 
placed  in  his  hands,  that  is  to  say^  with  the  weight  of  metal 
of  legal  standard  fineness  which  it  will  make;  and  that  he 
shall  be  credited  by  the  standard  weight  of  all  the  ingots 
delivered  by  him  to  the  treasurer;  and  that  once  at  least 
in  every  year,  at  such  time  as  the  Director  shall  appoint, 
the  melter  and  refiner  shall  deliver  up  to  the  treasurer  all 
the  bullion  in  his  possession,  in  order  that  his  accounts  may 
be  settled  up  to  that  time;  and,  in  this  settlement,  he  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  difference  between  the  whole 
amount  of  bullion  delivered-  to  him,  and  received  from  him, 
since  the  last  settlement,  as  an  allowance  for  necessary 
waste:  Provided ,  That  this  allowance  shall  not  exceed  two 
thousandths  of  the  whole  amount  of  gold  and  silver  bullion, 
respectively,  that  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  the  treasurer. 
Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  treasurer 
",  from  time  to  time,  deliver  over  to  the  chief  coiner, 
ingots  for  the  purpose  of  coinage ;  that  he  shall  keep  a  care¬ 
ful  record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  ingots;  and  that  the  ingots  thus  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  chief  coiuer  shall  be  passed  through  the  several 
processes  necessary  to  make  from  them  coins,  in  all  respects 
conformable  to  law. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  in  adjusting  the 
weights  of  the  coins,  the  following  deviations  from  the  stand¬ 
ard  weight  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  of  the  single  pieces : 
In  the  dollar  and  half  dollar,  one  grain  and  a  half;  in  the 
quarter  dollar,  one  grain;  in  the  dime  and  half  dime,  half 
a  grain;  in  the  gold  coins,  one-quarter  of  a  grain;  in  the 
copper  coins,  one  grain  in  the  pennyweight;  and  that  in 
weighing  a  large  number  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered 
from  the  chief  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  and  from  the  treasurer 
to  the  depositors,  the  deviations  from  the  standard  weight 
shall  not  exceed  the  following  limits:  Four  pennyweights 
in  one  thousand  dollars;  three  pennyweights  in  one  thou¬ 
sand  half  dollars;  two  penny  weights  in  one  thousand  quar¬ 
ter  dollars;  one  pennyweight  in  one  thousand  dimes;  one 
pennyweight  in  one  thousand  half  dimes ;  two  pennyweights 
in  one  thousand  eagles;  one  and  a  half  pennyweight  in  one 
thousand  half  eagles;  one  pennyweight  in  one  thousand 
quarter  eagles. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  chief  coiner 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  coins  are  prepared,  deliver 
them  over  to  the  treasurer,  who  shall  keep  a  careful  record 
of  their  kiud,  number,  and  weight;  and  that,  in  receiving 
the  coins,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  see  whether 
the  coins  of  that  delivery  are  within  the  legal  limits  of  the 
standard  weight;  and  if  his  trials  for  this  purpose  shall  not 
prove  satisfactory,  he  shall  cause  all  thecoins  of  thisdelivery 
to  be  weighed  separately,  and  such  as  are  not  of  legal  weight 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  melter  and  refiner,  as  standard  bul¬ 
lion,  to  be  again  formed  into  ingots  and  recoined. 
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Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatat  every  delivery  ^ampi© a  of 
of  coins  made  by  the  chief  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  it  shall  aervtd  for  pthe 
be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  assayer, annuul  trial* 
to  take  indiscriminately,  a  certain  number  of  pieces  of  each 
variety  for  the  annual  trial  of  coins,  (the  number  being  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Director,)  which  shall  be  carefully  labelled,  b©^ 

and  deposited  in  a  chest  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  kept  in  joiSt  c£re°^f 
under  the  joint  care  of  the  treasurer  and  assayer,  and  80  and  a8' 

secured  that  neither  can  have  access  to  its  contents  without 
the  presence  of  the  other. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  chief  coiner 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  to  the  treasurer  the  clip- 
pings  and  other  portions  of  bullion  remaining  after  the  proc-  chief  coiner. M 
ess  of  coining,  and  that  the  treasurer  shall  keep  a  careful 
record  of  their  amount. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  treasurer’s  Mint  treaaur. 
account  with  the  chief  coiner,  the  chief  coiner  shall  be  deb-  withchiefcoiner!  • 
ited  with  the  amount  in  weight  of  standard  metal  of  all  the 
bullion  placed  in  his  hands,  and  credited  with  the  amount, 
also  by  weight,  of  all  the  coins,  clippings,  and  other  bul¬ 
lion  delivered  by  him  to  the  treasurer ;  and  that  once  at  least  Yearly  delivery 
in  every  year,  at  such  time  as  the  Director  shall  appoint,  treasure*.  to 
the  chief  coiner  shall  deliver  to  the  treasurer  all  the  coins 
and  bullion  in  his  possession,  so  that  his  accounts  may  be 
settled  up  to  that  time;  and,  in  this  settlement,  he  shall  be  Allowance  for 
entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  difference  between  the  whole  ^Ti^^ine^in 
amount  of  the  ingots  delivered  to  him,  and  of  the  coins  and  of  ac“ 

bullion  received  from  him,  since  the  last  settlement,  as  an 
allowance  for  necessary  waste:  Provided ,  That  this  allow-  Maximum  of 
ance  shall  not  exceed  two  thousandths  of  the  whole  amount aUowanoe- 
of  the  silver,  or  one  and  one-half  thousandths  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  gold,  that  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  the 
treasurer. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  when  the  coins  co^Cd^iitor 
which  are  the  equivalent  to  any  deposite  of  bullion  are  ready  foi  bulliondepoa* 
for  delivery,  they  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  depositor,  or  his 
order,  by  the  treasurer,  on  a  warrant  from  the  Director;  priority  of  d©. 
and  the  payment  shall  be  made,  if  demanded,  in  the  order  poalt* 
in  which  the  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  to  the  Mint, 
giving  priority  according  to  priority  of  deposite  only;  and 
that  in  the  denominations  of  coin  delivered,  the  treasurer  Denomination 
shall  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  depositor,  unless  uve^d8  to  de* 
when  impracticable  or  inconvenient  to  do  so;  in  which 
case,  the  denominations  of  coin  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Director. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  for  the  purpose  liD^>osit  of  p°*- 
of  enabling  the  Mint  to  make  returns  to  depositors  with  as  kep“i°n  tL  Mint 
little  delay  as  possible,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  ){5j^Ury  of 
of  the  Treasury  to  keep  in  the  said  Mint,  when  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  will  admit  thereof,  a  deposite  of  such  amount 
of  public  money,  or  of  bullion  procured  for  the  purpose,  as 
he  shall  judge  convenient  and  necessary,  not  exceeding  one 
million  of  dollars,  out  of  which  those  who  bring  bullion  to  Tobej«idtod©- 
the  Mint  may  be  paid  the  value  thereof,  as  soon  as  practi-  “exchange 
cable,  after  this  value  has  been  ascertained;  that  the  bul-  therefor, 
lion  so  deposited  shall  become  the  property  of  the  United 
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ii^odisootmt  or  states;  that  no  discount  or  interest  shall  be  charged  on 
charged* on  such  moneys  so  advanced;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
mayurymaya^  any  time  withdraw  the  said  deposite,  or  any  part 
bo  withdrawn  thereof,  or  may,  at  his  discretion,  allow  the  coins  formed  at 
b^s^reuur  ot  the  Mint  to  be  given  for  their  equivalent  in  other  money. 

Coins  formed  at  Mint  may  be  exchanged  for  other  money. 

^Annual  tria!  of  gEc.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  to  secure  a  due 
coini,  conformity  in  the  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  respective 

Act^of  Mar. 3,  standards  and  weights,  an  annual  trial  shall  be  made  of 
774?’  sec.  2!  re-  the  pieces  reserved  for  this  purpose  at  the  Mint  and  its 
peaied.  branches,  before  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 

States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  the  attor- 
commission.  ney  of  the  United  States,  for  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
w h©n°and  where  sylvania,  and  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and 
to  moot.  such  other  persons  as  the  President  shall,  from  time  to  time, 

designate  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  meet  as  commission¬ 
ers,  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  on  the  second  Monday 
in  February,  annually,  and  may  continue  their  meetings  by 
adjournment,  if  necessary;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  shall  fail  to  attend  at  any  time  appointed  for  their 
meeting,  then  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  call  a  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  at  such  other  time  as  he  may  deem 
Examination  of  convenient;  and  that  before  these  commissioners,  or  a  ma- 
to^bi  inado°by jority  of  them,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  th© 
toepre3d©nt°of  such  examination  shall  be  made  of  the  reserved  pieces 
United statea. °  as  shall  be  judged  sufficient;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that 
these  pieces  do  not  differ  from  the  standard  fineness  and 
weight  by  a  greater  quantity  than  is  allowed  by  law,  the 
trial  shall  be  considered  and  reported  as  satisfactory;  but 
ifmaximnmd©.  if  any  greater  deviation  from  the  legal  staudard  or  weight 
Id?  M?nt  shall  appear,  this  fact  shall  be  certified  to  the  President  of 
b©pUd?^uaijded  United  States,  and  if,  on  a  view  of  the  circumstances 
foroffice?  of  the  case,  he  shall  so.  decide,  the  officer  or  officers  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  error  shall  be  thenceforward  disqualified  from 
holding  their  respective  offices. 

copper buiuon.0 *  Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  copper  bullion 
shall  be  purchased  for  the  Mint,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
treasurer,  under  instructions  from  the  Director;  that  the 
cost  shall  be  paid  from  the  fund  hereinafter  provided  for; 
of ^pUnc het«?onn  an(l  that  copper  bullion  shall  be  of  good  quality,  and  in 

form  of  planchets  fit  for  passing  at  once  into  the  hands  of 
the  chief  coiner. 

coinage  of  cop-  gEc.  34  fa  ft  further  enacted ,  That  the  copper  plan¬ 
chets  shall  be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  treasurer 
to  the  chief  coiner,  to  be  by  him  coined ;  and  all  such  cop¬ 
per  shall  be  returned  to  the  treasurer,  by  thb  chief  coiner, 
weight  for  weight,  without  allowance  for  waste. 

Sec.  33*  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the 
changed  for  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint  to  deliver  the  copper  coins, 
amoun^to  exchange  for  their  legal  equivalent  in  other  money,  to 

tormined  by  Di  any  persons  who  shall  apply  for  them :  Provided,  That  the 
rector  o  nt.  gum  for  \ye  not  iesa  than  a  certain  amount,  to  be 

determined  by  the  Director,  and  that  it  be  not  so  great  as, 
in  his  judgment,  to  interfere  with  the  capacity  of  the  Mint 
to  supply  other  applicants. 
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Sec.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  copper  coins  tr2»>pe^ejol“* 
may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Director,  be  delivered  in  8Hy  expense  of  the 
of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States,  atM“t. 
the  cost  of  the  Mint  for  transportation. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  money  re- 
ceived  by  the  treasurer  in  exchange  for  copper  coins  shall  u> 

form  a  fund  in  his  hands,  which  shall  be  used  to  purchase 
copper  planchets,  and*  to  pay  the  expenses  of  transportation  pUncteu,  etc. 
of  copper  coins;  and  that  if  there  be  a  surplus,  the  same 
shall  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Mint. 

Sec.  38.  And  be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  That  all  acts  or  parts  gi^^eaCuc<!£ 
of  acts  heretofore  passed,  relating  to  the  Mint  and  coins  of  pealed, 
the  United  States,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1843. 

Begnlating  the  currency  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  ooins  in  the  United  States.  Vol.  5,  p.  607. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  A  merica  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  from  Legal  tender 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  following  foreign  gold  coiST*!* 
coins  shall  pass  curreut  as  money  within  the  United  States,  Great  Britain 
and  be  receivable,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  AndFrance* 
and  demands,  at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  of  not  less  than  nine  hundred  and 
fifteen  and  a  half  thousandths  in  fineness,  at  ninety-four 
cents  and  six-tenths  of  a  cent  per  pennyweight;  and  the 
gold  coins  of  France,  of  not  less  than  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousandths  in  fineness,  at  ninety-two  cents 
and  nine-tenths  of  a  cent  per  penuy weight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  i  t  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  Legal  tender 
passage  of  this  act,  the  following  foreign  silver  coins  shall 
pass  curreut  as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  re-  Perui 

ceivable  by  tale,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  France.1  **  *  ° 
at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  the  Spanish  pillar  dol¬ 
lars,  and  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Bolivia,  of  not 
less  than  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousandths  in 
fineness,  and  four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  in  weight,  at 
one  hundred  cents  each ;  and  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France, 
of  not  less  than  nine  hundred  thousandths  in  fineness,  and 
three  hundred  and  eighty-four  grains  in  weight,  at  ninety- 
three  cents  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  abm^s  of  Mid 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  coins  !*^eimnuaiiy 
made  current  by  this  act  to  be  had  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  reported  to 
States,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  ongres8, 
the  result  thereof  to  Congress. 
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ACT  OF  APRIL  2,  1844. 

Yol.  5,  p.  662.  To  amend  the  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  Hint  of  the 

United  States.”  - 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
uYred  b^Mrd  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
section  ol  act  of  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  the  third  section  of  an  act 
rojnifty betaken!  passed  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  en- 
voL4,p.  774.  titled  “An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,”  may  be  taken  before  any  judge  of  the  supe¬ 
rior  court,  or  of  any  court  of  record,  in  the  State  where  the 
branch  of  which  the  nerson  taking  said  oath  is  an  officer  or 
clerk,  is  situated. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1849. 

Yol.  9,  p.  397.  To  authorise  the  coinage  of  gold  dollars  and  double  eagles. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 

Coinage  otthe  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
gSw  ldoiS«  alJ  there  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  struck  and  coined  at  the 
Storked.  Mint  of  the  United  States  and  the  branches  thereof,  con- 
1853^ »ec.  7^  Yoi.  formably  in  all  respects  to  law  (except  that  on  the  reverse 
10seo«ot Feb  12,  dollar  the  figure  of  the  eagle  shall  be  omitted,) 

1873,  boc.  14,  Voi.  and  conformably  in  all  respects  to  the  standard  for  gold 
17,  p.  424  coins  now  established  by  law,  coins  of  gold  of  the  following 
denomination  and  values,  viz;  double  eagles,  each  to  be  of 
the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  or  units,  and  gold  dollars,  each 
to  be  of  the  value  of  one  dollar,  or  unit. 

Double  eagle  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  for  all  sums  what- 
“legaf tender!0 ever,  the  double  eagle  shall  be  a  legal  tender  for  twenty 
dollars  and  the  gold  dollar  shall  be  a  legal  tender  for  one 
dollar. 

in^orJeTYn  re°iY  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  laws  now  in 
t^tothe  wine  force  in  relation  to  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
states6  te“ppiy8trikin^  an(*  lining  the  same,  shall  so  far  as  applicable, 
tothecoine  here- have  full  force  and  effect  in  relation  to  the  coins  herein 
in  authorized,  authorized,  whether  the  said  laws  are  penal  or  otherwise; 

and  whether  they  are  for  preventing  counterfeiting  or  abase¬ 
ment,  for  protecting  the  currency,  for  regulating  and  guard¬ 
ing  the  process  of  striking  and  coining,  and  the  prepara¬ 
tions  therefor,  or  for  the  security  of  the  coin,  or  for  any  other 
purpose. 

Deviations  ai-  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  That,  in  adjusting  the 
of^idcoinis!ht*  weights  of  gold  coin  henceforward,  the  following  deviations 
from  the  standard  weight  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  of 
the  single  pieces — namely,  in  the  double  eagle,  the  eagle, 
and  the  half  eagle,  one  half  of  a  grain,  and  in  the  quarter 
eagle  and  gold  dollar,  one  quarter  of  a  grain ;  and  that  in 
weighing  a  large  number  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered 
from  the  chief  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  and  from  the  treas¬ 
urer  to  the  depositors,  the  deviation  from  the  standard 
weight  shall  not  exceed  three  penny  weights  in  one  thou¬ 
sand  double  eagles;  two  penny  weights  in  one  thousand 
eagles;  one  and  one  half  penny  weights  in  one  thousand 
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half  eagles;  one  penny  weight  in  one  thousand  quarter 
eagles;  and  one  half  of  a  penny  weight  in  one  thousand 
gold  dollars 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1851. 

To  rednoe  and  modify  the  rates  of  postage  in  the  United  States,  and  for  Yol.9,  p.  587. 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

•  •••••• 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  New  coin  of 
passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  coin  at  the  Mint  of  v^“VVctenof 
the  United  States  and  its  branches,  a  piece  of  the  denom-  ^vof’io853,  m 
ination  and  legal  value  of  three  cents,  or  three  hundredths 7’  Act  of  1 1* 
of  a  dollar,  to  be  composed  of  three  fourths  silver  and  one  J*7*;  “*•  16> Voh 
fourth  copper,  and  to  weigh  twelve  grains  and  three  eighths  comport  i  on, 
of  a  grain ;  that  the  said  coin  shall  bear  such  devices  as  A®v|«°.  an^ 
shall  be  conspicuously  different  from  those  of  the  other  sil-  w*e  g  * 
ver  coins,  and  of  the  gold  dollar,  but  having  the  inscription 
United  States  of  America,  and  its  denomination  and  date; 
and  that  it  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts  for  Legal  tender 
all  sums  of  thirty  cents  and  under.  And  that  no  ingots  under. cent<l  *** 
shall  beimed  for  the  coinage  of  the  three-cent  pieces  herein 
authorized,  of  which  the  quality  differs  more  than  five  thou-  Limit  of  varia- 
sandths  from  the  legal  standard ;  and  that,  in  adjusting  the  JJyJJy 
weight  of  the  said  coin,  the  following  deviations  from  the 
standard  weight  shall  not  be  exceeded,  namely,  one-half  of 
a  grain  in  the  single  piece,  and  one  pennyweight  in  a  thou¬ 
sand  pieces. 


ACT  OF  JULY  3,  1852. 

To  establish  a  branch  of  the  Hint  of  the  United  States  in  California.  Vol.  10,  p.  n. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  a  Branch  ™int 
branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  be  established  in  SSforoii.  in 
California,  to  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver. 

•  •••••  • 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted \  That,  if  required  by  the  gas¬ 

holder,  gold  in  grain  or  lumps  shall  be  refined,  assayed,  cast  Sit  inuTb^ra 
into  bars  or  ingots,  and  stamped  in  said  branch  mint,  or 
the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its  branches,  in  such  penseof  depoe- 
manner  as  may  indicate  the  value  and  fineness  of  the  bar  JjJS «neo«Mi^1,,a 
or  ingot,  which  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  owner  or  holder  of  Expense  to  be 
said  bullion,  at  such  rates  and  charges,  and  under  such  £5£d  by  deposi' 
regulations,  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  under  the  control 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  from  time  to  time  es¬ 
tablish. 

•  •«*••• 

S.  Rep.  831,  pt.  4 - 3 
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ACT  OF  FEBRUARY  21,  1853. 

YoL  10,  p.  100.  Amendatory  of  exiiting  laws  relative  to  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  dime, 

and  half  dime. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
hior  iSi*narf  ami  U  nited  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  from 

quarter,  dime  an (1  after  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
Iftderb  janenif  tw0?  f three]  the  weight  of  the  half  dollar  or  piece  of  fifty 
cents  shall  be  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  grains,  and  the 
quarter  dollar,  dime,  and  half  dime,  shall  be,  respectively, 
one  half,  one  fifth,  and  one  tenth  of  the  weight  of  said  half 
dollar. 

b/ate  ai°t"nd^  Sec.  And  **  fur^r  enacted,  That  the  silver  coins 
notex(S©tiiug$5^  issued  in  conformity  with  the  above  section,  shall  be  legal 
tenders  in  payment  of  debts  for  all  sums  not  exceeding  five 
dollars. 

thesUverbuiiion  Sec.  And  &  farther  enacted,  That  in  order  to  procure 
fo?8ucbr8ub8i°dn  bullion  for  the  requisite  coinage  of  the  subdivisions  of  the 
ary  coinage.  dollar  authorized  by  this  act,  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint  shall, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Director,  purchase  such  bulliou 
with  the  bullion  fund  of  the  Mint.  He  shall  charge  him- 
hoLtK.  self  with  the  gain  arising  from  the  coinage  of  such  bullion 
counted  for  by  into  coins  of  a  nominal  value  exceeding  the  intrinsic  value 
minta8urer  of  thereof,  and  shall  be  credited  with  the  difference  between 
such  intrinsic  value  and  the  price  paid  for  said  bullion,  and 
with  the  expense  of  distributing  said  coins  as  hereinafter 
ag©°te  b^tnuJi-  provided.  The  balances  to  his  credit,  or  the  profit  of  said 
fermi  to  account  coinage,  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  on  a  warrant  of  the 
of  Treasury.  Director  of  the  Mint,  transferred  to  the  account  of  the 

Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

b«Sex changed  Sec.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  such  coins  shall 

and  paid  out  of  be  paid  out  at  the  Miut,  in  exchange  for  gold  coins  at  par, 
^in« i^mnounts i*1  sums  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars;  and  it  shall  be 
$iooot  1688  than^aw^u^  also,  to  transmit  parcels  of  the  same  from  time  to 
suijhcoinstobo  time  to  the  assistant  treasurers,  depositaries,  aud  other  offi- 
ted°  t^waLtent cers  *lie  United  States,  under  general  regulations,  pro- 
treasurers,  etc.  posed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury:  Provided ,  however ,  That  the 
Lated^fy  Secreta-  amount  coined  into  quarter  dollars,  dimes,  and  half  dimes, 
ry  of  Treasury.  Biiap  regulated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
p<^it8Prifo?te8^id  Sec.  ^  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  deposits  for 
Sdns* to°be8n>-  coinage  into  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  dime,  and  half 
celved-  dime,  shall  hereafter  be  received,  other  than  those  made  by 

the  treasurer  of  the  Mint,  as  herein  authorized,  and  upon 
account  of  the  United  States. 

hWt™y  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  at  the  option  of 
and  silver cast in-  the  depositor,  gold  or  silver  maybe  cast  into  bars  or  ingots 
of  standard  a?"  °f  either  pure  metal  or  of  standard  fineness,  as  the  owner 
nes8.  may  prefer,  with  a  stamp  upon  the  same  designating  its 

weight  and  fineness;  but  no  piece,  of  either  gold  or  silver, 
Weight  of  bars  shall  be  cast  into  bars  or  ingots  of  a  less  weight  than  ten 
than  ten  ounces,  ounces,  except  pieces  of  one  ounce,  of  two  ounces,  ot  three 
ounces,  and  of  five  ounces,  all  of  which  pieces  of  less  weight 
than  ten  ounces  shall  be  of  the  standard  fineness,  with 
their  weight  and  fineness  stamped  upon  them;  but,  in  [all] 
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cases,  whether  the  gold  and  silver  deposited  be  coined  or 
cast  into  bars  or  ingots,  there,  shall  be  a  charge  to  the  Additional 
depositor,  in  addition  to  the  charge  now  made  for  refining  cS?tStheSSS 
or  parting  the  metals,  of  one  half  of  one  per  centum;  tliejtor  to  bo  Jade 
money  arising  from  this  charge  of  one  half  per  centum  inKec£i£t?from 
shall  be  charged  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint,  and  from  time  to  bo 

to  time,  on  warrant  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  shall  be  ° 

transferred  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States:  Pro¬ 
vided,  however ,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  This  section  not 
be  considered  as  applying  to  the  half  dollar,  the  quarter inh 
dollar,  the  dime,  and  half  dime.  ££? 

Sec.  7.  Ar\d  be  it  f  urther  enacted ,  That  from  time  to  time  Gold  coins  of 
there  shall  be  struck  and  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  th^doSS?^ 
States, and  the  branches  thereof,  conformably  in  all  respects  tubiished. 
to  law,  and  conformably  in  all  respects  to  the  standard  of 
gold  coins  now  established  by  law,  a  coin  of  gold  of  the 
value  of  three  dollars,  or  units,  and  all  the  provisions  of  an  Provisions  of 
act  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  gold  dollars  fuc^aappi3JaWe 
and  double  eagles,”  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hun-to  said  coin, 
dred  and  forty-nine,  shall  be  applied  to  the  coin  herein Voh  9’ p* 397, 
authorized,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable;  but  the 
devices  and  shape  of  the  three  dollar  piece  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  this  act  shall  be  to  take  effect 
in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next.  7,uvoiio^p. m.‘ 


ACT  OP  MARCH  3.  1853. 

To  supply  defldeneios  in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  VoL  10,  p.  181. 

ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  when  gold  or  silver .  charge  for  cast- 
shall  be  cast  into  bars  or  ingots  or  formed  into  disks  at  the  Jufts?  bare/n(£ 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  branches  thereof,  £  bereg- 
or  at  any  assay  office  of  the  United  States,  the  charge  for  taryof TiJwury! 
refining,  casting,  or  forming  said  bars,  ingots,  or  disks  shall 
be  equal  to,  but  not  exceed,  the  actual  cost  of  the  operation, 
including  labor,  wastage,  use  of  machinery,  materials,  etc., 
to  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  .si*©  and  de- 
authorized  to  regulate  the  size  and  devices  of  the  new  silver  ^corDflluthori 
coin,  authorized  by  an  act  entitled  “An  act  amendatory  of  act  of 

existing  laws  relative  to  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  i6o,  to  be  regii- 
dime,  and  half  dime,”  passed  at  the  present  session ;  and 
that,  to  procure  such  devices,  as  also  the  models,  moulds, 
and  matrices  or  original  dies  for  the  coins,  disks,  or  ingots 
authorized  by  said  act,  the  Director  of  the  Mint  is  empow-  i8^em^r^y 
ered,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  pioved  to  prepare 
to  engage  temporarily  for  that  purpose  the  services  of  one  moael8’ dl08’ otc* 
or  more  artists,  distinguished  in  their  respective  depart¬ 
ments,  who  shall  be  paid  for  such  services  from  the  contin¬ 
gent  appropriation  for  the  Mint:  And  that  hereafter  the  weight  of  the 
three  cent  coin  now  authorized  by  law  shall  be  made  of  the3*0*11100111' 
weight  of  three  fiftieths  of  the  weight  of  the  half  dollar,  as 
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provided  in  said  act,  and  of  the  same  standard  of  fineness. 
i8M0ttoFtbike  8a^  ac^’  6Utitled  “An  amendatory  of  existing 

effect °Ap*  £laws  relative  to  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar,  dime,  and 
xm*  half  dime,”  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  full  force  from  and 

after  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-three,  any  thing  therein  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing. 

*  *  *  #  *  *  * 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1853. 

VoL  10,  p.  189.  MabW  appropriation!  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government 
for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  Jane,  eighteen  hundred  .and  fifty-four. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
the  following  sums  be  and  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for 
the  objects  hereafter  expressed,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty -four, 
namely : 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including  fuel, 
materials,  stationery,  water  rent,  repairs,  and  wastage,  in 
addition  to  other  available  funds,  forty-one  thousand  five 
Maa  uf tw%!5d  kundred  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superiu- 
and  account  ren-  tendent  of  the  Mint  to  cause  to  be  paid  annually  into  the 
dewd.  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  profits  of  the  Mint,  and 

to  present  a  quarterly  account  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
Mint  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 

•  ••«••• 

®E0*  ^ n ^  &  further  enacted ,  That  when  private 

uLfinenu.”  establishments  shall  be  made  to  refine  gold  bullion,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  he  shall  deem  them  capable 
of  executing  such  work,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
^snch^fintogt0  ]imit  the  amount  thereof,  which  shall  be  refined  in  the 
discontinued  by  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  from  quarter  to  quarter,  and  to  reduce 
the  Mint.  the  same  progressively  as  such  establishments  shall  be 
expended  [extended  IJ  or  multiplied,  so  as  eventually,  and 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  exclude  refining  from  the  Mint,  and 
to  require  that  every  deposit  of  gold  bullion  made  therein 
for  coinage  shall  be  adapted  to  said  purpose,  without  need 
to^mlde^onp  re^n^nff:  Provided ,  That  no  advances  in  coin  shall  be 
ou  refined  but'  made  upon  bullion  after  this  regulation  shall  be  carried 
Uon*  into  effect,  except  upon  bullion  refined  as  herein  prescribed. 

be«it»?i?8hSiS  ®EO.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Secretary  of 
New  York  to  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  establish 
•ndt,22»y  gold*11  ^b©  of  New  York  an  office  for  the  receipt  and  for  the 
and  sUver  and  to  melting,  refiuing,  parting,  and  assaying  of  gold  and  silver 
cast  th©  wune.  bullion  and  foreign  coin,  and  for  casting  the  sameinto  bars, 
ti^/urer8united^n^ot8>  or  disks.  The  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United 
states  to  be  treas-  States  in  New  York  shall  betreasurerof  thesaid  assay  office, 
urn  thereof.  an(j  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  and  consent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
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appoint  such  other  officers  and  clerks,  and  authorize  the  T;^etatoyftof 
employment  of  such  assistants,  workmen,  and  servants  as  *£ 

shall  be  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  and  management  *“d  empk>y‘ 
of  the  said  office  and  of  the  business  pertaining  thereto,  at 
such  compensation  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  President: 

Provided ,  That  the  same  shall  not  exceed  that  allowed  for  Compensation 
corresponding  services  under  existing  laws  relating  to  the  paid  in  the  Mint. 
Mint  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches. 

Sec.  11.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  owner  or  own-  Receipt  to  be 
ers  of  any  gold  or  silver  bullion,  in  dust  or  otherwise,  or  of  aivenrovidedllfor 
any  foreign  coin,  shall  be  entitled  to  deposit  the  same  in  the  Mint, 
the  said  office,  and  the  treasurer  thereof  shall  give  a  receipt, 
stating  the  weight  and  description  thereof,  in  the  manner 
and  under  the  regulations  that  are  or  may  be  provided 
in  like  cases  or  deposits  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States 
with  the  treasurer  thereof.  And  such  bullion  shall,  with-  To  be  assayed 
out  delay,  be  melted,  parted,  refined,  and  assayed,  and  the  w  out  e  ay* 
net  value  thereof,  and  of  all  foreign  coins  deposited  in  said 
office,  shall  be  ascertained;  and  the  treasurer  shall  there¬ 
upon  forthwith  issue  his  certificate  of  the  net  value  thereof,  dof 

payable  in  coins  of  the  same  metal  as  that  deposited,  either  tU*  be  u- 
at  the  office  of  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  £^an/»h*ii  hi 
in  New  York,  or  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  the  receivable  f<>rej 
option  of  the  depositor,  to  be  expressed  in  the  certificate, d dSSTdue 
which  certificates  shall  be  receivable  at  any  time  within  sixty  United  states  at 
days  from  the  date  thereof  in  payment  of  all  debts  due  to^ork.  of  Now 
the  United  States  at  the  port  of  New  York  for  the  full  sum 
therein  certified.  All  gold  or  silver  bullion  and  foreign  coin  in  what  form 
deposited,  melted,  parted,  refined,  or  assayed,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  option  of  the  depositor,  be  cast  in  the  said  of-  metal, 
flee  into  bars,  ingots,  or  disks,  either  of  pure  metal  or  of 
standard  fineness,  (as  the  owner  may  prefer,)  with  a  stamp 
thereon  of  such  form  and  device  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accurately  designating  its 
weight  and  fineness:  Provided ,  That  no  ingot,  bar,  or  disk  in«>ta,  etc.,  to 
shall  be  cast  of  less  weight  than  five  ounces,  unless  the^i^i  of°8u£b 
same  be  of  standard  fineness,  and  of  either  one,  two,  or  three  flnenee*. 
ounces  in  weight.  And  all  gold  or  silver  bullion  and  for¬ 
eign  coin  intended  by  the  depositor  to  be  converted  into 
the  coins  of  the  United  States,  shall,  as  soon  as  assayed  and  Alter  aaaaythe 
its  net  value  certified  as  above  provided,  be  transferred  to SrwiiiiSe’ihan 
the  Min t  of  the  United  States,  under  such  directions  as  shall 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  ex-  coined.  an 
pense  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Mint,  and  shall  there  be 
coined.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  au-  Accounts  bo- 
thorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  the  necessary  regulations  for  the  adjust- *{Srtcdory 
ment  of  the  accounts  between  the  respective  officers,  upon  n“y  0  ***** 

the  transfer  of  any  bullion  or  coin  between  the  assay  office, 
the  Mint,  and  assistant  treasurer  in  New  York. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  operations  of  o  KJJgjktiou8 
melting,  parting,  refining,  and  assaying  in  the  said  office  under  direction 
shall  be  under  the  general  directions  of  the  Director  of  the  Min£)irector  °f 
Mint,  in  subordination  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Director  to  prescribe  such 
regulations  and  to  order  such  tests  as  shall  be  requisite  to 
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insure  faithfulness,  accuracy,  and  uniformity  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  said  office. 

Laws  respect-  Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  laws  of  the 
appiyto  said  as°  United  States  for  the  government  of  the  Mint  and  its  officers 
»ay  omce.  ja  relation  to  the  receipt,  payment,  custody  of  deposits,  and 
settlement  of  accounts,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
officers  and  others  employed  therein,  the  oath  to  be  taken 
and  the  bond  and  sureties  to  be  given  by  them  (as  far  as 
the  same  may  be  applicable)  shall  extend  to  the  assay  office 
hereby  established,  and  to  its  officers,  assistants,  clerks, 
workmen,  and  others  employed  therein. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same  charges 
tho^ame^a  limt  shall  be  made  and  demanded  at  the  said  assay  office  for  re- 
ur  Mint  charges,  fining,  parting,  casting  iuto  bars,  ingots,  or  disks,  and  for 
alloy,  as  are,  or  shall  be  made  and  demanded  at  the  Mint; 
and  no  other  charges  shall  be  made  to  depositors  than  by 
law  are  authorized  to  be  made  at  the  Mint;  and  the  amount 
cha^ptaap^rece^ve^  fr°m  the  charges  hereby  authorized  shall  be  ac- 
priated  for  c«»n  couuted  for  and  appropriated  for  defraying  the  contingent 
of tCeoffice!11*6" expenses  of  the  said  office. 

BuiWtagj  for  Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Secretary  of 
“d  Machinery  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  procure,  by  rent,  lease,  or 
to^b©n|>mciiw'<i  otherwise,  a  building  or  apartments  in  the  city  ot  New  York 
b°v  sccKuiy^f  suitable  for  the  operations  of  said  office,  unless  he  shall  be 
Treasury.  Gf  0pini0n  that  suitable  apartments  in  the  custom-house  in 
that  city  may  be  assigned  for  this  purpose.  And  he  is  also 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  procure  the  necessary 
machinery  and  implements  for  the  carrying  on  the  opera¬ 
tions  and  business  of  the  said  office. 

•  ••*••• 


ACT  OP  FEBRUARY  21,  1857. 

VoL  ll,  p.  163.  Relating  to  foreign  ooins  and  to  the  coinage  of  cents  at  the  Hint  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 

Legal  tender  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
men ta  to  ^pieces  commonly  known  as  the  quarter,  eighth,  and  fiix- 
united  states  of  teenth  of  the  Spanish  pillar  dollar,  and  of  the  Mexican  dol- 
icSS?11 dollars  eor  lar,  shall  be  receivable  at  the  Treasury  of  the  U nited  States, 
parts  thereof.  and  its  several  offices,  and  at  the  several  post-offices  and 
land-offices,  at  the  rates  of  valuation  following, — that  is  to 
say,  the  fourth  of  a  dollar,  or  piece  of  two  reals,  at  twenty 
cents;  the  eighth  of  a  dollar,  or  piece  of  one  real,  at  ten 
ceuts;  and  the  sixteenth  of  a  dollar,  or  half  real,  at  five 
cents. 

Such  coins  not  Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  said  coins, 
to^rewin^d’.111  when  so  received,  shall  not  again  be  paid  out,  or  put  in 
circulation,  but  shall  be  recoined  at  the  Mint.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  prescribe  such  regula- 
t ran af©r  Vo DM fu t  tions  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  to  secure  their  trans- 
ami  recoinage  to  mission  to  the  Mint  for  recoiuage,  and  the  return  or  distri- 
Direc^or.  y  bution  of  the  proceeds  thereof  when  deemed  expedient, 
and  to  prescribe  such  forms  of  account  as  may  be  appro 
priate and  applicable  to  the  circumstances:  Provided,  That 
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the  expenses  incident  to  such  transmission  or  distribution, 

and  of  recoinage,  shall  be  charged  against  the  account  of  fromsiiverprofit 

silver  profit  and  loss,  and  the  net  profits,  if  any,  shall  be  S^Ataplfd into 

paid  from  time  to  time  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Treasury 

States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  former  acts  ^™eTt*rcJl 
authorizing  the  currency  of  foreign  gold  or  silver  coins,  and 
declaring  the  same  a  legal  tender  in  payment  for  debts,  are  tendor 

hereby  repealed;  but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  to  cause  assays  to  be  made,  from  time  to  time,  of  0i^8“tas°i>fbe 
such  foreign  coins  as  may  be  known  to  our  commerce,  to  made,  and  an- 
determine  their  average  weight,  fineness,  and  value,  and  to  nually  reported, 
embrace  in  his  annual  report  a  statement  of  the  results 
thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  from  and  after  the  oom^fuonof 
passage  of  this  act,  the  staudard  weight  of  the  cent  coined  cent©/ 
at  the  Mint  shall  be  seventy- two  grains,  or  three  twentieths 
of  one  ounce  troy,  with  no  greater  deviation  than  four  Delation  ai- 
grains  in  each  piece;  and  said  cent  shall  be  composed  of low  * 
eighty-eight  per  centum  of  copper  and  twelve  per  centum 
of  nickel,  of  such  shape  and  device  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  shape  and  do- 
Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  vice- 
of  the  Treasury;  and  the  coinage  of  the  half  cent  shall 
cease.  «cd. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Purchase  of 
the  Mint,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  E^^adTtom 
Treasury,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  purchase  from  the  bul-  bullion  fond, 
lion  fund  of  the  Mint  the  materials  necessary  for  the  coin¬ 
age  of  such  cent  piece,  and  transfer  the  same  to  the  proper 
operative  officers  of  the  Mint  to  be  manufactured  and  re¬ 
turned  in  coin.  And  the  laws  in  force  relating  to  the  Mint  Former  Mint 
and  the  coinage  of  the  precious  metals,  and  in  regard  to  ded  *° 

the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  copper  coins,  shall,  so  far 
as  applicable,  be  extended  to  the  coinage  herein  provided  profits  of  coin- 
for:  Provided ,  That  the  net  profit  of  said  coinage,  ascer- 
tained  in  like  manner  as  is  prescribed  in  the  second  section  uiy. 
of  this  act,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  suchcentamay 
to  pay  out  the  said  cent  at  the  Mint  in  exchange  for  any  of  »l£ ^ed*  ol 
the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  also  dto 

exchange  for  the  former  copper  coins  issued:  and  it  shall oeramo  cera- 
be  lawftil  to  transmit  parcels  of  the  said  cents,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  assistant  treasurers,  depositaries,  and  other 
officers  of  the  United  States,  uuder  general  regulations  pro-  To  ^  ^id  out 
posed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  approved  by  coi£ns 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  exchange  as  aforesaid.  And  twoyear™^  or 
it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the 
passage  of  this  act  and  no  longer,  to  pay  out  at  the  Mint  the 
cents  aforesaid  for  the  fractional  parts  of  the  dollar  herein¬ 
before  named,  at  their  nominal  value  of  twenty-five,  twelve- 
and-a-half,  and  six-and-a-quarter  cents,  respectively. 

Sec.  7..  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  hereafter  the  Di-  Annual  report 
rector  of  the  Mint  shall  make  his  annual  report  to  the  Sec-  mid© 

retary  of  the  Treasury,  up  to  the  thirtieth  of  June  in  each  up  toJun©30. 
year,  so  that  the  same  may  appear  in  his  annual  report  to 
Congress  on  the  finances. 
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ACT  OF  APRIL  22,  1864. 

VoL  18,  p.  &4.  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  foreign  oains  and  the 
ooinage  of  oenta  at  the  mint  of  the  United  8tatee/’  approved  February 
twenty-one,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

Ite  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
weigh*  neu*  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That, 
the  cent.  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  standard  weight 
of  the  cent  coined  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
forty-eight  grains,  or  one  tenth  of  one  ounce  troy;  and  said 
Character  of  cent  shall  be  composed  of  ninety-five  per  centum  of  copper, 
and  five  per  centum  of  tin  and  ziuc,  in  such  proportions  as 
i8TOC«ecFi6  VoL  b0  determined  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint;  and  there 
i7j  p.^24.  *  °  ’  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  struck  aud  coined  at  the  mint  a 
fe^eS^two-cenfc  piece,  of  the  same  composition,  the  standard 
standard  weight  of  which  shall  be  ninety-six  grains,  or  one-fifth  of 
welght‘  one  ounce  troy,  with  no  greater  deviation  than  four  grains 
eto!|a{o  ’b©  Vftxe<i to  each  piece  of  said  cent  and  two-cent  coins ;  aud  the  shape, 
by  the  mrector  m°ttoes,  and  devices  of  said  coins  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Di- 
0  1  e  rector  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

ing*TOinS°IorSf^rea8ury5  an(l  the  taws  IloW  *u  f°rce  relating  to  the  coin- 
oeuta  madeappii-  age  of  cents  and  providing  for  the  purchase  of  material 
cable.  and  proscribing  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  officers  of  the 

mint  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  extended  to  the  coinage  herein  provided  for. 
tSd^dUiereS>°x  Sec.  ^nd  ^ e  ^  further  enacted ,  That  all  laws  now  in 
rto^8ederestat- force  relating  to  the  coins  of  the  United  States  and  the 
atee,  54«2.  striking  and  coining  the  same  shall,  so  far  as  applicable, 
be  extended  to  the  coinage  herein  authorized,  whether  said 
laws  are  penal  or  otherwise,  for  the  security  of  the  coin, 
regulating  and  guarding  the  process  of  striking  and  coin¬ 
ing,  for  preventing  debasement  or  counterfeiting,  or  for  any 
other  purpose. 

Miitr  to  t?©cure  Sec.  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Director  of  the 
connfonnity8ofUaie  Mint  shall  prescribe  suitable  regulations  to  insure  a  due 
ioy  in  eucn  coins,  conformity  to  the  required  weights  and  proportions  of  alloy 
Trials  to  be  in  the  said  coins ;  and  shall  order  trials  thereof  to  be  made 
asaayer.k^  thefrom  time  to  time  by  the  assayer  of  the  mint,  whereof  a 
report  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Director, 
snob  coins  to  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted ,  That  the  said  coins  shall 
the  ofe  cent  for  be  a  legal  tender  in  any  payment,  the  one-cent  coin  to  the 
^tofor twent ° amount  of  ten  cents,  and  the  two-ceut  coin  to  the  amount 
cents.  °r  wen>of  twenty  cents;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  pay  out  said 
May  be  paid  coins  in  exchange  for  the  lawful  currency  of  the  United 
?ot  iSwfuih,^ugre  State®?  (except  cents  or  half  cents  issued  under  former  acts 
reney.  of  Congress,)  in  suitable  sums,  by  the  treasurer  of  the 

mint,  and  by  such  other  depositaries  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  designate,  under  general  regulations  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  and  approved  by  the 
exchange118  eto°f®ecretar^  the  Treasury;  and  the  expenses  incident  to 
to  be  paid  from  such  exchange,  distribution,  and  transmission  may  be  paid 
SdnaVe.01^  out  of  the  profits  of  said  coinage;  and  the  net  profits  of 
said  coiuage,  ascertained  in  like  manner  as  is  prescribed 
in  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple¬ 
ment,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 
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Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  if  any  person  orraak1J?a^iLfi°nr 
persons  shall  make,  issue,  or  pass,  or  cause  to  be  made,  is-  tended  to  be 
sued,  or  passed,  any  coin,  card,  token,  or  device  whatsoever,  88 ceut8* 
in  metal  or  its  compounds,  intended  to  pass  or  be  passed  Revised  stat- 
as  money  for  a  one  cent  piece  or  a  two-cent  piece,  such  person  QteB’ 54fl2, 
or  persons  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  five  years. 


ACT  OP  JUNE  8,  1864. 

To  punish  and  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  ooin  of  the  United  States.  Vol.  13,  p.  120. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  if  Penalty  for 
any  person  or  persons,  except  as  now  authorized  by  law,®®uin]Jer^,t^| 
shall  hereafter  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  or  shall  utter  or  united  states, 
pass,  or  attempt  to  utter  or  pass,  any  coins  of  gold  or  silver, 
or  other  metals  or  alloys  of  metals,  intended  for  the  use  and 
purpose  of  current  money,  whether  in  the  resemblance  of 
coins  of  the  United  States  or  of  foreign  countries,  or  of  orig¬ 
inal  design,  every  person  so  offending  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  three  thousand 
dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  according  to 
the  aggravation  of  the  offence. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1865. 

To  authorise  the  ooinage  of  three-con t  pieces,  and  for  other  purposes.  YoL  13,  p.  517. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  a  3  cent  piece 
so  soon  as  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  there to  ^  coln<>d- 
shall  be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  a  three-cent , 
piece,  composed  of  copper  and  nickel  in  such  proportions,  not 
exceeding  twenty  five  per  ceutum  of  nickel,  as  shall  be  de- 
term  in  ed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  the  standard  weight  device,  'etc.  p  ’ 
of  which  shall  be  thirty  grains,  with  no  greater  deviation  Deviation, 
than  four  grains  to  each  piece,  and  the  shape,  mottoes,  and 
devices  of  said  coin  shall  be  determined  by  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

And  the  laws  now  in  force  relating  to  the  coinage  of  cents,  t^oiVa^e”? 
and  providing  for  the  purchase  of  material  and  prescribing  (  enu°raSieIppii. 
the  appropriate  duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Mint,  and  of  the cable* 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
extended  to  the  coinage  herein  provided  for. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  all  laws  now  in  J  aadcohf 
force,  relating  to  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  thea^©  madfappH* 
striking  and  coinage  of  the  same,  shall  so  far  as  applicable  ^bIetot^i8C0in* 
be  extended  to  the  coinage  herein  authorized,  whether  said 
laws  are  penal  or  otherwise,  for  the  security  of  the  coin, 
regulating  and  guarding  the  process  of  striking  and  coining, 
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for  preventing  debasement  or  counterfeiting,  or  for  any  other 
Direc  tor  of  purpose.  And  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  prescribe  suit- 
reguutions! a k e  aMe  regulations  to  insure  a  due  conformity  to  the  required 
weights  and  proportions  of  alloy  in  the  said  coin,  and  shall 
Triaia  to  be  order  trials  thereof  to  be  made  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
tSnmefrom  timeassayer  of  the  Mint,  whereof  a  report  shall  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Director. 

To  be  legal  ten-  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  said  coin  shall 
er  or  6o cents.  |>Q  a  leg^al  tender  in  auy  payment  to  the  amount  of  sixty 
Tbe3  cent  coin  cents.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  to  pay  out  said  coins  in  ex- 
£aexcUnge  °fol  change  for  the  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  (except 
lawfu1  currency,  cents  or  half-eents  or  two-ceut  pieces  issued  under  former 
except,  etc.  ^8  0f  Congress,)  in  suitable  sums  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
By  whom.  Mint,  and  by  such  other  depositaries  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Act  of  a  r  2  Treasury  may  designate,  and  under  general  regulations 
i792?voi.  ASA  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  under 
ex*chyanged  hr  regulations  the  same  may  be  exchanged  in  suitable 

any  lawful  cu°r-  sums  for  any  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
reAcyt  of  Apr.  22,  expenses  incident  to  such  exchange,  distribution,  and  trans- 
1864,  voi.  i3.p.  54'.  mission,  may  be  paid  out  of  the  profits  of  said  coinage,  and 
18^?  sec.  16,  Voil  the  net  profits  of  said  coinage,  ascertained  in  like  manner 
17, p.424.  as  i8  prescribed  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled 
“An  act  relating  to  foreign  coins,  and  the  coinage  of  cents  at 
Expenses  to  be  Mint  of  the  United  States,”  approved  February  twenty- 
paid  outof profits  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  shall  be  transferred 
transfer  reef  to  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States:  Provided ,  That  from 
Treasury.  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  issues  of  fractional 
notes  of  the  United  States  shall  be  of  a  less  denomination, 
note  to be^issuwi ttiau  five  cente,  and  al*  sueh  issues  of  a  less  denomination, 
under  5  cents  and  at  that  time  outstanding,  shall,  when  paid  into  the  Treas- 
returned  shaifbe  ury  or  any  designated  depositary  of  the  United  States,  or 
cancelled.  redeemed  or  exchanged  as  now  provided  by  law,  be  returned 
and  cancelled. 

k^w?nalivyraa°kr  Sec.  ^e  it  further  enacted ,  That  if  any  person  or 

ing°Wo?gpaM?ng  persons  shall  knowingly  make,  issue,  or  pass,  or  cause  to 
?“cy  fbrnconikau ■ be  made>  issued,  or  past  [passed],  any  coin,  card,  token,  or 
thorised  by  this  device,  whatsoever,  in  metal  or  its  compounds,  intended  to 
act'  pass  or  be  passed  as  money,  for  the  coin  authorized  by  this 

act,  or  for  coin  of  equal  value,  such  person  or  persons  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  on  conviction 
thereof  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

“InM  Go*  we  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
placed  on  coins  devices  and  legends  upon  the  gold,  silver,  and  other  coins 
hereafter  issued.  0f  t|,e  United  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury,  to  cause  the  motto  “In  God  we  trust”  to  be  placed 
upon  such  coins  hereafter  to  be  issued  as  shall  admit  of  such 
legend  thereon. 

oue-cent  and  Seo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  one  and  two 
hereafU’Tb/a  cent  coin  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  a  legal  tender 
any  payment  exceeding  four  cents  in  amount;  and  so 
much  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  heretofore  enacted 
as  are  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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ACT  OF  MAT  16,  1866. 

To  authorize  the  coinage  of  flve-cent  pieces. 


Vol.  14,  p.  47. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That,  so  Fivo-cent  piece* 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  there  shall  ©p^e^^and 
be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  a  five-cent  piece  nickel, 
composed  of  copper  and  nickel,  in  such  proportions,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  twenty  five  per  centum  of  nickel,  as  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  the  standard  weight  of(le^[®J|h^^.aJJ- 
which  shall  be  seventy-seven  and  sixteen  hundredths  grains,  tkm,Cetc.  ia 

with  no  greater  deviation  than  two  grains  to  each  piece; 
and  the  shape,  mottoes  and  devices  of  said  coin  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  laws  now  in  force  Law*  relating 
relating  to  the  coinage  of  cents,  and  providing  for  the  pur-  c£nt»?etc*toap- 
chase  of  material,  and  prescribing  the  appropriate  duties  ply  to  this  coin 
of  the  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas-*80’ 
ury,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  coinage 
herein  provided  for. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws  now  in  Laws  relating 
force  relating  to  the  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  the{®  thi^act^rSr 
striking  and  coinage  of  the  same,  shall,  so  far  as  applicable,  **  applicable, 
be  extended  to  the  coinage  herein  authorized,  whether  said 
laws  are  penal  or  otherwise,  for  the  security  of  the  coin, 
regulating  and  guarding  the  process  of  striking  and  coin¬ 
ing,  for  preventing  debasement  or  counterfeiting,  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  And  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  pre-  Relations  M 
scribe  suitable  regulations  to  insure  a  due  conformity  to  to  alloy, 
the  required  weights  and  proportions  of  alloy  in  the  said 
coin,  and  shall  order  trials  thereof  to  be  made  from  time  to  Trial*  and  re¬ 
time  by  the  assayer  of  the  Mint,  whereof  a  report  shall  be  ^ 
made  in  writing  to  the  Director. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  said  coin  shall  be  aertoamomaof 
a  legal  tender  in  any  payment  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar.  $i.  °  °nn  ° 
And  it  shall  be  lawful  to  pay  out  such  coins  in  exchange eXch*nge?Jriaw- 
for  the  lawful  currency  in  the  United  States,  (except  cents,  f«i  currency,  ex 
or  half  cents,  or  two  cent  pieces,  issued  under  former  acts  ceAct  of  Apr.  2, 
of  Congress,)  in  suitable  sums,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint,  VoL  h  p’ 
and  by  such  other  depositaries  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas-  Act  of  Apr.  22, 
ury  may  designate,  and  under  general  regulations  approved  J®64*  Vo1  13*  p- 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  under  the  like  reg  May  bo  ex. 
ulations  the  same  may  be  exchanged  in  suitable  sums  for  w^iTcurren^ 
any  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  the  expenses 
incident  to  such  exchange,  distribution^  and  transmission  ch^^nd^t°Hbi- 
may  be  paid  out  of  the  profits  of  said  coinage;  and  the  nettion.  etc.,  to  bo 
profits  of  said  coinage,  as  ascertained  in  the  manner  pre-  JJedp™flt*f  °?let 
scribed  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  “  An  act 
relating  to  foreign  coins  and  the  coinage  of  cents  at  the  Treasury. d  aU> 
Mint  of  the  United  States,”  approved  February  twenty-first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  shall  be  transferred  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  no  issues  of  fractional  thaD  10  cent*  to 
notes  of  the  United  States  shall  be  of  a  less  denomination  SJSJS’tobe 
than  ten  cents;  and  all  such  issues  at  that  time,  outstaud- excelled  when 
ing  shall,  when  paid  into  the  Treasury  or  any  designated r  eein  ’ 
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ute»V3573  Stat‘  depository  of  the  United  States,  or  redeemed  or  exchanged 
u  e»,  ^  •  as  now  provided  by  law,  be  retained  and  cancelled. 
aiuh?Hwdf°mak’  ®EC#  4-  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  person  or 
in#:,  etc.,  ofauoh  persons  not  lawfully  authorized  shall  knowingly  make,  is- 
C°K©vi!ie«i  sut  sue,  or  pass,  or  cause  to  be  made,  issued,  or  passed,  or  aid 
utcs.MM.  1  in  the  making,  issuing,  or  passing  of  any  coin,  card,  token, 
or  device  whatsoever,  in  metal  or  its  compound,  intended 
to  pass  or  be  passed  as  money  for  the  coin  authorized  by 
this  act,  or  for  coin  of  equal  value,  such  person  or  persons 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  con¬ 
viction  thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  five  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Coins  herein  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
VTSSSLSZ  for  the  Treasurer  and  the  several  assistant  treasurers  of  the 
thra%iooMOt  le88  United  States  to  redeem  in  national  currency,  under  such 
t  au  t  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescri  bed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  coin  herein  authorized  to  be  issued 
when  presented  in  sums  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1871. 

Vol.  16,  p.  580.  To  provide  for  the  redemption  of  copper  and  other  token  Mint. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
ah  copper  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
ago  to  bo  re  to  redeem  m  lawful  money,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
monoy1  tions  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  all  copper, 

of  not ' ie»8  than  bronze,  copper- nickel,  and  base  metal  coinage  of  every  Kind 
$20,  heretofore  authorized  by  law,  when  presented  in  sums  of 

not  less  than  twenty  dollars;  and  whenever  under  this  au¬ 
thority  these  coins  are  presented  for  redemption  in  such 
mayCbe  quantity  as  to  show  the  amount  outstanding  to  be  redun- 
iahed  or  diacon  dant,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  discon- 
amou  n  t  w0huetu  Unue  or  diminish  the  manufacture  and  issue  of  such  coinage 
standing  is  re- until  otherwise  ordered  by  him. 

dundant. 


ACT  OF  FEBRUARY  12,  1873. 

Vol.  17,  p.  424.  Revising  and  amending  the  laws  relative  to  the  mints,  assay-offices,  and 

coinage  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
ed^aa ^ a8*B n rtfau  ®^nt  °f  ^ie  United  States  is  hereby  established  as  a 

MdaernhracirSii  Bureau  of  the  Treasury  Department,  embracing  in  its 
offices and  ,W8ay  organization  and  under  its  control  all  mints  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  coin,  and  all  assay -offices  for  the  stamping  of 
bars,  which  are  now,  or  which  may  be  hereafter,  authorized 
director;  ap-  by  law.  The  chief  officer  of  the  said  Bureau  shall  be  denom- 
l*mi  ofeSfficean<^  inated  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  shall  be  under  the 
general  direction  of  the, Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
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advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall  hold  his  office 
lor  the  term  of  five  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
President,  upon  reasons  to  be  communicated  by  him  to  the 
Senate. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  have  the  gen-  Powers? 
eral  supervision  of  all  mints  and  assay-offices,  and  shall 
make  an  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  Report*; 
their  operations,  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year,  and  from 
time  to  time  such  additional  reports,  setting  forth  the  opera¬ 
tions  and  condition  of  such  institutions,  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  require,  and  shall  lay  before  him  the 
annual  estimates  for  their  support.  And  the  Secretary  ofm^Hnnal  eati* 
the  Treasury  shall  appoint  the  number  of  clerks,  classified  cfe’rk*.  num- 
according  to  law,  necessary  to  discharge  the  duties  of  said  ^ernantl  *PP°int* 
Bureau. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  officers  of  each  mint  shall  be  a  superin-  m[i®Carn(loft^eir 
tendent,  an  assayer,  a  melter  and  refiner,  and  a  coiner,  and,  “pJJointment. elr 
for  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  an  engraver,  all  to  be  appointed  Stat- 

by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  superintendent  of  each  mint  shall  have  superintend, 
the  control  thereof,  the  superintendence  of  the  officers  and  JSwers?  t,an 
persons  employed  therein,  and  the  supervision  of  the  busi-  stat* 

ness  thereof,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  the 11 
Mint,  to  whom  he  shall  make  reports  at  such  times  and  Report*  ** 
according  to  such  forms  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  may  pre-  ™nd  contents01™ 
scribe,  which  shall  exhibit  in  detail,  and  under  appropriate 
heads,  the  deposits  of  bullion,  the  amount  of  gold,  silver, 
and  minor  coinage,  and  the  amount  of  unparted,  standard, 
and  refined  bars  issued,  and  such  other  statistics  and  infor¬ 
mation  as  may  be  required.  The  superintendent  of  each 
mint  shall  also  receive  and  3afely  keep,  until  legally  with-  lion  for  use  or 
drawn,  all  moneys  or  bullion  which  shall  be  for  the  use  or  0XJ£ri!££f sut-' 
the  expenses  of  the  mint.  He  shall  receive  all  bullion  nt**,  350a. 
brought  to  the  mint  for  assay  or  coinage;  shall  be  the 8afe°keep&g f 
keeper  of  all  bullion  or  coin  in  the  mint,  except  while  the 
same  is  legally  in  the  hands  of  other  officers;  and  shall Sry knitter?  v 
deliver  all  coins  struck  at  the  mint  to  the  persons  to  whom 
they  shall  be  legally  payable.  From  the  report  of  the 
assayer  and  the  weight  of  the  bullion,  he  shall  compute  the  °TSe t0  u* 

value  of  each  deposit,  and  also  the  amount  of  the  charges  and  chargST  o? 
or  deductions,  if  any,  of  all  which  he  shall  give  a  detailed  ‘^S^ivearaem. 
memorandum  to  the  depositor;  and  he  shall  also  give  atorandum  to  dc- 
the  same  time,  under  his  hand,  a  certificate  of  the  net  ?c0rtifi^arte  o?dnet 
amount  of  the  deposit,  to  be  paid  in  coins  or  bars  of  the  same  Jepoait,  to  i>o 
species  of  bullion  as  that  deposited,  the  correctness  of  which  uaaye”  611  3 

certificate  shall  be  verified  by  the  assayer,  who  shall  coun¬ 
tersign  the  same;  and  in  all  cases  of  transfer  of  coin  or  bul-  Jjj  1JKufe”ve 
lion,  he  shall  give  and  receive  vouchers,  stating  the  amount  and  recefve 
and  character  of  such  coin  or  bullion.  He  shall  keep  and  v°shii  keep  and 
render,  quarter- yearly,  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  for  the  render  quarterly 
purpose  of  adjustment,  according  to  such  forms  as  may  be  J^or?rtc.to  DI' 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  regular  and 
faithful  accounts  of  his  transactions  with  the  other  officers 
of  the  mint  and  the  depositors;  and  shall  also  render  to  him  moiuhiyVitJ 
a  monthly  statement  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  mint  mentof  expenses. 
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iect  to 
by  him. 


utes,  3508. 


a  f afi  taT/f  or  ^ay-office  under  his  charge.  He  shall  also  appoint  all 
clerks,  etc.  assistants,  clerks,  (one  of  whom  shall  be  designated  “chief 

o«CT6fM»ye!rI  clerk7’,)  and  workmen  employed  nnder  his  superintendence; 
moiter  and  re-  bat  no  person  shall  be  appointed  to  employ  men  t  in  theoffices 
engraver!061^  °rof  the  assayer,  melter  and  reliner,  coiner,  or  engraver,  ex¬ 
cept  on  the  recommendation  and  nomination  in  writing  of 
those  officers,  respectively;  and  he  shall  forthwith  report 
Directorandsub  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint  the  names  of  all  persons  ap- 
‘  A  approval  panted  by  him,  the  duties  to  be  performed,  the  rate  of  com¬ 
pensation,  the  appropriation  from  which  compensation  is  to 
be  made,  and  the  grounds  of  the  appointment,  and  if  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  disapprove  the  same,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  shall  be  vacated. 

ticR8Sayer  8  du  ®E0,  That  the  assayer  shall  assay  all  metals  and  bul- 
iicvUcd  sut-lion,  whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the  operations 
utes, 3507.  0f  Mint;  he  shall  also  make  assays  of  coin  or  samples 
of  bullion  whenever  required  by  the  superintendent. 

Moiter  and  r©  Seo.  6.  That  the  melter  and  refiner  shall  execute  all  the 
ftl Kc vi«  "itiest«t-  operation 8  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  ingots  of 
standard  silver  or  gold,  and  alloys  for  minor  coinage,  suit¬ 
able  for  the  coiner,  from  the  metals  legally  delivered  to  him 
for  that  purpose;  and  shall  also  execute  all  the  operations 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  bars  conformable  in 
all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the  gold  and  silver  bullion  de¬ 
livered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  shall  keep  a  careful 
record  of  all  transactions  with  the  superintendent,  noting 
the  weight  and  character  of  the  bullion;  and  shall  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  all  bullion  delivered  to  him  until  the  same  is 
returned  to  the  superintendent  and  the  proper  vouchers 
obtained. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  coiner  shall  execute  all  the  operations 
which  arenecessary  in  order  to  form  coins,  conformable  in  all 
respects  to  the  law,  from  the  standard  gold  and  silver  ingots, 
and  alloys  for  minor  coinage,  legally  delivered  to  him  for 
that  purpose;  and  shall  be  responsible  for  all  bullion  deliv¬ 
ered  to  him,  until  the  same  is  returned  to  the  superintend¬ 
ent  and  the  proper  vouchers  obtained. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  engraver  shall  prepare  from  the  original 
dies  already  authorized  all  the  working-dies  required  for  use 
in  the  coinage  of  the  several  mints,  and,  when  new  coins  or 
coini*  or  'devices  devices  are  authorized,  shall,  if  required  by  the  Director  of 
shall  prepare  de-  the  Mint,  prepare  the  devices,  models,  molds,  and  matrices, 
viitoY?8cd  sut  or  origiual  dies,  for  the  same;  but  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
utes,  3510.  shall  nevertheless  have  power,  with  the  approval  of  the  Sec- 

Temporary  ar  retary  of  the  Treasury,  to  engage  temporarily  for  this  pur- 
gagcd™^ui d°ho w  Pose  the  services  of  one  or  more  artists  distinguished  in 
paid.  *  their  respective  departments  of  art,  who  shall  be  paid  for 

such  service  from  the  contingent  appropriation  for  the  mint 
at  Philadelphia. 

abw^s^Tin  ®EC*  That  whenever  any  officer  of  a  mint  or  assay- 
tondont  m^ap  office  shall  be  temporarily  absent,  on  account  of  sickness  or 
p^rarSyr80Ut^m  an^  other  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  superintendent, 
Revised  stat-  with  the  consent  of  said  officer,  to  appoint  some  person  at- 
u  such^appoint-  tached  to  the  mint  to  act  in  the  place  of  such  officer  during 
ment  to  be  re- his  absence;  but  all  such  appointments  shall  be  forthwith 
ported  to  Direct-  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  his  approval;  and 


Coiner’s  duties. 


Engraver’s  dn 
ties. 
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in  all  cases  whatsoever  the  principal  shall  be  responsible  for  t0  be 

the  acts  of  his  representative.  In  case  of  the  temporary  rcc^°f'  clerk  to 
absence  of  the  superintendent,  the  chief  clerk  shall  act  in  2Snenme8nc”cnt°f 
his  place;  and  in  case  of  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Di-  in  temporary 
rector  of  the  Mint,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  desig-  rector  secret^ 
nate  some  one  to  act  in  his  place.  Tr©a»ur/  to 

Seo.  10.  That  every  officer,  assistant,  and  clerk  of  the  oath* of 
Mint  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office, 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  judge  of  the  United  pioy«*s cm 
States,  or  judge  of  the  superior  court,  or  of  some  court  ofut^ev^  stat* 
record  of  any  State,  faithfully  and  diligently  to  perform  the 
duties  thereof,  in  addition  to  other  official  oaths  prescribed 
by  law;  which  oaths,  duly  certified,  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  superintendent  of u^^TreMry’. 
each  mint  may  require  such  oath  or  affirmation  from  any 
of  the  employees  of  the  mint. 

Sec.  11.  That  the  superintendent,  the  assayer,  the  melter  in®°nndd0°[ fl^*j 
and  refiner,  and  the  coiner  of  each  mint,  before  entering  «the?  officer?.” 4 
upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  become  ut^ev^f  stat* 
bound  to  the  United  States,  with  one  or  more  sureties,11 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sum  of 
not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with 
condition  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office.  Similar  bonds  may  be  required  of  the  Also  bonds  of 
assistants  and  clerks,  in  such  sums  as  the  superintendent  “erk^nU  and 
shall  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint;  but  the  same  shall  not  be  construed  to  relieve  the 
superintendent  or  other  officers  from  liability  to  the  United 
States  for  acts,  omissions,  or  negligence  of  their  subordi¬ 
nates  or  employees:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  secretary  of 
Treasury  may,  at  his  discretion,  increase  the  bonds  of  the  crS^euT^rfvlSf 

Superintendent.  superintendent. 

Sec.  12..  That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Director  of  salary  of  di- 
the  Mint  an  annual  salary  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  stat- 

dollars,  and  actual  necessary  travelling  expenses  in  visiting  mm. 
the  different  mints  and  assay-offices,  for  which  vouchers 
shall  be  rendered;  to  the  superintendents  of  the  mints  at  Salaries  of  su. 
Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco,  each  four  thousand  five  Penntendent*» 
hundred  dollars;  to  the  assayers,  melters  and  refiners,  and  salaries  of  as. 
coiners  of  said  mints,  each  three  thousand  dollars;  to  th ew110*: 
engraver  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars;  to  the  superintendent  of  the  mint  at  Carson  City,  three 
thousand  dollars;  and  to  the  assayer,  to  the  melter  and 
refiner,  and  to  the  coiner  of  the  mint  at  Carson  City,  each 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  assistants  and  salaries  of  as 
clerks  such  annual  salary  shall  be  allowed  as  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  may  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury;  and  to  the  workmen  shall  be  allowed 
such  wages,  to  be  determined  by  the  superintendent,  as 
may  be  customary  and  reasonable  according  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  stations  and  occupations,  and  approved  by  the  Director 
of  the  Mint;  and  the  salaries  provided  for  in  this  section,  payabiemonthiy. 
and  the  wages  of  the  workmen  permanently  engaged,  shall 
be  payable  in  monthly  instalments. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  standard  for  both  gold  and  silver  coins  standard  of 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  such  that  of  one  thousand  £j!l!a.aild  eilver 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


552 


LAWS  RELATING  TO  COINAGE. 


Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3514. 

Character  of  al¬ 
loy. 


The  gold  colon; 
See  act  Apr.  2, 
1792,  Vol.  1,  p. 
246. 

Act  June  28, 
1834,  Vol.  4,  p. 
700. 

Gold  dollar  to 
be  unit  of  value. 

Act  Jan.  18, 
1837,  Vol.  5,  p. 
136. 

Act  Feb.  21, 
1853,  Vol.  10,  p. 
160. 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3511. 
their  standard 
weight ; 

Act  Mar.  3, 1849, 
Vol.  9,  p.  397. 

to  be  legal  tender 
in  all  payments; 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3585. 


reduction  in 
weight  by  natu¬ 
ral  abrasion ; 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3505. 


where  to  be  re¬ 
ceived. 


when  to  be  re¬ 
coined. 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes  3512. 


Silver  coins ; 
Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3513. 

weight; 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3586. 


to  be  legal  tender 
in  all  pavments 
not  exceeding  $5. 

Minor  coins, 
and  their  alloy ; 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  351 5. 


weight; 


parts  by  weight  nine  hundred  shall  be  of  pure  metal  and 
one  hundred  of  alloy;  and  the  alloy  of  the  silver  coins  shall 
be  of  copper,  and  the  alloy  of  the  gold  coins  shall  be  of  cop¬ 
per,  or  of  copper  and  silver;  but  the  silver  shall  in  no  case 
exceed  one-tenth  of  the  whole  alloy. 

Sec.  14.  That  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  a  one-dollar  piece,  which,  at  the  standard  weight  of 
twenty-five  and  eight-tenths  grains,  shall  be  the  unit  of 
value;  a  quarter  eagle,  or  two- and  a-half  dollar  piece;  a 
three  dollar  piece;  a  half-eagle,  or  five-dollar  piece;  an 
eagle,  or  ten-dollar  piece;  and  a  double-eagle,  or  twenty- 
dollar  piece.  And  the  standard  weight  of  the  gold  dollar 
shall  be  twenty-five  and  eight- tenths  grains;  of  the  quarter- 
eagle,  or  two-and-a-half  dollar  piece,  sixty-four  and  a-half 
grains;  of  the  three-dollar  piece,  seventy-seven  and  four- 
tenth8  grains;  of  the  half-eagle,  or  five-dollar  piece,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  grains;  of  the  eagle,  or  ten-dollar 
piece,  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  grains;  of  the  double 
eagle,  or  twenty-dollar  piece,  five  hundred  and  sixteen 
grains;  which  coins  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments 
at  their  nominal  value  when  not  below  the  standard  weight 
and  limit  of  tolerance  provided  in  this  act  for  the  single 
piece,  and  when  reduced  in  weight,  below  said  standard 
and  tolerance,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  at  valuation  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  actual  weight;  and  any  gold  coin  of  the 
United  States,  if  reduced  in  weight  by  natural  abrasion 
not  more  than  one-half  of  one  per  centum  below  the  stand¬ 
ard  weight  prescribed  by  law,  after  a  circulation  of  twenty 
years,  as  shown  by  its  date  of  coinage,  and  at  a  ratable 
proportion  for  any  period  less  than  twenty  years,  shall  be 
received  at  their  nominal  value  by  the  United  States 
Treasury  and  its  offices,  under  such  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe  for  the'protdfction 
of  the  Government  against  fraudulent  abrasion  ot  other 
practices;  and  any  gold  coins  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  reduced  iu  weight  below  this  limit  of  abrasiou  shall 
be  recoined. 

Sec.  15.  That  the  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  a  trade-dollar,  a  half-dollar,  or  fifty-cent  piece,  a  quarter  - 
dollar,  or  twenty-five-cent  piece,  a  dime,  or  ten-cent  piece; 
and  the  weight  of  the  trade-dollar  shall  be  four  hundred  and 
twenty  grains  troy;  the  weight  of  the  half  dollar  shall  be 
twelve  grams  (grammes)  and  one-half  of  a  gram,  (gramme;) 
the  quarter-dollar  and  the  dime  shall  be,  respectively,  one- 
half  and  one-fifth  of  the  weight  of  said  half  dollar;  and  said 
coins  shall  be  a  legal  tender  at  their  nominal  value  for  any 
amount  not  exceeding  five  dollars  in  any  one  payment. 

Sec.  16.  That  the  minor  coins  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  a  five-cent  piece,  a  three  cent  piece,  and  a  one-cent  piece, 
and  the  alloy  for  the  five  and  tliree-cent  pieces  shall  be  of 
copper  and  nickel,  to  be  composed  of  three-fourths  copper 
and  one-fourth  nickel,  and  the  alloy  of  the  one-cent  piece 
shall  be  ninety-five  per  centum  of  copper  and  five  per  cen¬ 
tum  of  tin  and  zinc,  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  The  weight  of  the  piece 
of  five  cents  shall  be  seventy-seven  and  sixteen-hundredths 
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grains,  troy;  of  the  three-cent  piece,  thirty  grains;  and 
the  one-cent  piece,  forty-eight  grains;  which  coins  shall  be  ^vfoed^stat- 
a  legal  tender,  at  their  nominal  value,  for  any  amount  not  Qte««3587- 
exceeding  twenty-five  cents  in  any  one  payment. 

Sec.  17.  That  no  coins,  either  of  gold,  silver,  or  minor  CCpt°J£  e“*^er- 
coinage,  shall  hereafter  be  issued  from  the  mint  other  than  at£i  in  tbia  act 
those  of  the  denominations,  standards,  and  weights  herein 8haU  ^ coined- 
set  forth. 

Sec.  18.  That  upon  the  coins  of  the  United  States  there 
shall  be  the  following  devices  and  legends:  Upou  one  side g  Revised  stat- 
there  shall  be  an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  ut®8’ 3517, 
inscription  of  the  word  “  Liberty  ”  and  the  year  of  the  coin-  in»crlPtio“*. 
age,  and  upon  the  reverse  shall  be  the  figure  or  representa¬ 
tion  of  an  eagle,  with  the  inscriptions  “United  States  of 
America”  and  “E  Pluribus  Unum,”  and  a  designation  of 
the  valneof  the  coin;  but  on  the  gold  dollar  and  three  dol¬ 
lar  piece,  the  dime,  five,  three,  and  one  cent  piece  the  figure 
of  the  eagle  shall  be  omitted ;  and  on  the  reverse  of  the 
silver  trade  dollar  the  weight  and  the  fineness  of  the  coin 
Rhall  be  inscribed ;  and  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  cause  the 
motto  “In  God  we  trust”  to  be  inscribed  upon  such  coins 
as  shall  admit  of  such  motto;  and  any  one  of  the  forego¬ 
ing  inscriptions  may  be  on  the  rim  of  the  gold  and  silver 
coins. 

Sec.  19.  That  at  the  option  of  the  owner,  gold  or  silver  bar^av^^Ist 
may  be  cast  into  bars  of  fine  metal,  or  of  standard  fineness,  at  option  ofo£n. 
or  unparted,  as  he  may  prefer,  with  a  stamp  upon  the  same  eiKevi*ed  stat- 
designating  the  weight  and  fineness,  and  with  such  devices  "tea, 
impressed  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  prevent  wnh  weighed 
fraudulent  imitation,  and  no  such  bars  shall  be  issued  of  a  fineness, 
less  weight  than  five  ounces.  loss  weight  than  5  oz. 

Sec.  20.  That  any  owner  of  gold  bullion  may  deposit  the  go^Cunio^for 
same  at  any  mint,  to  be  formed  iuto  coin  or  bars  for  his  ben-  coinage  or  bars, 
efit;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  to  refuse  any  deposit  of  less  value  utis, S!  Stat* 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  any  bullion  so  base  as  to  be  un- , 
suitable  for  the  operations  of  the  mint  ;  and  when  gold  and  metal  may 
silver  are  combined,  if  either  metal  be  in  such  small  propor-  l^fllafioWance 
tion  that  it  cannot  be  separated  advantageously,  no  allow-  to  depositor  for 
ance  shall  be  made  to  the  depositor  for  its  value.  emaiipTOi^tiol!! 

Sec.  21.  That  any  owner  of  silver  bullion  may  deposit  the  Deposit*  of  sif 
same  at  any  mint,  to  be  formed  into  bars,  or  into  dollars  of  Revised''*  stat- 
the  weight  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  grains,  troy,  des- ut^ 3^°*formed 
ignated  in  this  act  as  trade-dollars,  and  no  deposit  of  silver  into  bar*rm0r 
for  other  coinage  shall  be  received ;  but  silver  bullion  con-  <lollarB 
tained  in  gold  deiwsits,  and  separated  therefrom,  may  be  silver  bullion 
paid  for  in  silver  coin,  at  such  valuation  as  may  be,  from  J0cnt^f8intJf0^ 
time  to  time,  established  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  paid  p^i5  for  in  silver 

Sec.  22.  That  when  bullion  is  deposited  in  any  of  tliecoin 
mints,  it  shall  be  weighed  by  the  superintendent,  and,  when  w^ghedD  ^ien 
practicable,  in  the  presence  of  the  depositor,  to  whom  a  re- 
ceipt  shall  be  given,  which  shall  state  the  description  andc  Iiev?*ed  Stat- 
weightof  the  bullion;  but  when  the  bullion  is  in  such  a  "height  after 
state  as  to  require  melting,  or  the  removal  of  base  metals,  bn*e  metai*  nr© 
before  its  value  can  be  ascertained,  the  weight,  after  such  [n“e°weigi.t».  ** 
operation,  shall  be  considered  as  the  true  ^  eight  of  the  bul- 
S.  Rep.  831,  pt.  4 - 4 
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mwteoi^meitjn d ^on  deposited.  The  fitness  of  the  bullion  to  be  received 
To°be  detenu inwi  shall  be  determined  by  the  assaygr,  and  the  mode  of  melting 

tiru^iSSwr^'^y  tlie  melter  au(i  refiner. 

Portion  ot  e«ich  Sec.  23.  That  from  every  parcel  of  bullion  deposited  for 
tJ^leiivelfedtS  coinage  or  bars,  the  superintendent  shall  deliver  to  the  as- 
'rgrtoi*  aa  gayer  a  sufficient  portion  for  the  purpose  of  being  assayed, 
“SSvfaed  stat-  but  all  such  bullion  remaining  from  the  operations  of  the 
nt*»,  3522.  assay  shall  be  returned  to  the  superintendent  by  the  as- 
sayer. 

Report  of  aa  Sec.  24.  That  the  assayer  shall  report  to  the  superintend- 
Jtevised  stat-  ent  the  quality  or  lineness  of  the  bullion  assayed  by  him, 
ute»,  3523.  and  such.  information  as  will  enable  him  to  compute  the 
amount  of  the  charges  hereinafter  provided  for,  to  be  made 
to  the  depositor. 

verting6*  bullion  Sec.  25.  That  the  charge  for  converting  standard  gold 
into  coin,  and  bullion  into  coin  shall  be  one-fifth  of  one  per  centum ;  and 
preparation  of  tbe  charges  for  converting  standard  silver  into  trade  dollars, 
ntc»V3S24  Stat  ^or  nie^*n&  and  refining  when  bullion  is  below  standard,  for 
B  ’  toughening  when  metals  are  contained  in  it  which  render  it 

unfit  for  coinage,  for  copper  used  for  alloy  when  the  bullion 
is  above  standard,  for  separating  the  gold  and  silver  when 
these  metals  exist  together  in  the  bullion,  and  for  the  prep- 
To  bo  fixed  by  aration  of  bars,  shall  be  fixed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
rectw  Director,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
Not  to  exceed  ury,  so  as  to  equal  but  not  exceed,  in  their  judgment,  the 
age costof mate- actual  average  cost  to  each  mint  and  assay-office  of  the 
nai,  labor, waste,  material,  labor,  wastage,  and  use  of  machinery  employed 
fct€  in  each  of  the  cases  aforementioned, 

f^wa^toveri-  gEc.  20.  That  the  assayer  shall  verify  all  calculations 
latious  andooun.*  made  by  the  superintendent  of  the  value  of  deposits,  and, 
cate!811  certi11*  if  satisfied  of  the  correctness  thereof,  shall  countersign  the 
Revised  stat-  certificate  required  to  be  given  by  the  superintendent  to  the 

utes,  3525.  depositor. 

bidiion^fbr's ii ver  ®EC#  That  iu  or(^er  to  procure  bullion  for  the  silver 
coinage.  °r  81  V6r  coinage  authorized  by  this  act,  the  superintendents,  with  the 
utea  sow  stMtr  approval  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  as  to  price,  terms,  and 
quautity,  shall  purchase  such  bullion  with  the  bullion  fund, 
credited  to  all  ve^  The  gain  arising  from  the  coinage  of  such  silver  bullion  into 
profit  fund,  and  coin  of  a  nominal  value  exceeding  the  cost  thereof  shall  be 
treasury0  1  h  e  credited  to  a  special  fund  denominated  the  silver-profit  fund. 
cha?hlcdUUtlwith  This  fund  shall  be  charged  with  the  wastage  incurred  in  the 
wastage,  etc.  silver  coinage,  and  with  the  expense  of  distributing  said 
deposited  Miib  c<>ins  as  hereinafter  provided.  The  balance  to  the  credit  of 
annually  in  this  fund  shall  be  from  time  to  time,  and  at  least  twice  a 
coins  year,  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
^ertiian^trade  Sec.  28.  That  silver  coins  other  than  the  trade  dollar  shall 
outfoirgoidcoins be  paid  out  at  the  several  mints,  and  at  the  assay-office  in 
mmim °f not iess ^ e w  York  City,  in  exchange  for  gold  coins  at  par,  in  sums 
Revised  stat- not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  lawful, 
°  Parceil  of  ail  a*80>  f°  transmit  parcels  of  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  to 
ver  coins  to  be  the  assistant  treasurers,  depositaries,  and  other  officers 
aSS^tant^trww!  °f  United  States,  under  general  regulations  proposed 
urers,  etc.  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
prevent paynient  °f  the  Treasury ;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
MifivererroinHf°i  the  payment  of  silver  coins,  at  their  nominal  value,  for  sil- 
fromrgofi,aet«?tl  ver  parted  from  gold,  as  provided  in  this  act,  or  for  change 
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less  than  one  dollar  in  settlement  for  gold  deposits :  Prom -  ^wo  years  alter 
ded,  That  for  two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  silver  ahSi 

coins  shall  be  paid  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  and  the  bSfionpMcUlSd 
assay-office  in  New  York  City  for  silver  bullion  purchased  for  coinage, 
for  coinage,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  29.  That  for  the  purchase  of  metal  for  the  minor 
coinage  authorized  by  this  act,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  transferred  to 
thousand  dollars  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  shall  StSdentof^St 
be  transferred  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  for  purchase  of 
of  the  superintendent  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  at  which  S^Sr  coinraeethe 
establishment  only,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  such  stat- 

coinage  shall  be  carried  on.  The  superintendent,  with  the  u  such  coinage  to 
approval  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  as  to  price,  terms,  and  be  carried  on 
quantity,  shall  purchase  the  metal  required  for  such  coinage  phia.at  hlladel* 
by  public  advertisement,  and  the  lowest  and  best  bid  shall  Metaitobepur- 
be  accepted,  the  fineness  of  the  metals  to  be  determined  on  ^J2r?iatepu“li0 
the  Mint  assay.  The  gain  arising  from  the  coinage  of  such  “rowiowea?  bid 
metals  into  coin  of  a  nominal  value,  exceeding  the  costder* 
thereof,  shall  be  credited  to  the  special  fund  denominated  ^coinage 
the  minor-coinage  profit  fund;  and  this  fund  shall  be  minor-coinage 
charged  with  the  wastage  incurred  in  such  coinage,  and  agelobJch^ged 
with  the  cost  of  distributing  said  coins  as  hereinafter  pro-  to  said  fund. K 
vided.  The  balance  remaining  to  the  credit  of  this  fund,  Netproflttobe 
and  any  balanceof  profits  accrued  from  minor  coinage  under 
former  acts,  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  least  twice  annually, 
a  year,  covered  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  30.  That  the  minor  coins  authorized  by  this  act  may,  tJ^fS^dSw* 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  be  delivered  cry  or  exchange 
in  any  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  U nited  States,  jj 
at  the  cost  of  the  Mint,  for  transportation,  and  shall  be  ex-  Revised  stat- 
changeable  at  par  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  discre- ni 3629, 
tion  of  the  superintendent,  for  any  other  coins  of  copper, 
bronze,  or  copper-nickel  heretofore  authorized  by  law ;  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Treasurer  and  the  several  assist¬ 
ant  treasurers  and  depositaries  of  the  United  States  to 
redeem,  in  lawful  money,  under  such  rules  as  may  be  pre-  1^d1eemable  jn 
scribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  copper,  bronze,  mima  ©“not^eis 
and  copper-nickel  coins  authorized  by  law  when  presented than  $20- 
in  sums  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars ;  and  whenever,  under  Such  coinage 
this  authority,  these  coins  are  presented  for  redemption  in  JbJ^^*®tWha“ 
such  quantity  as  to  show  the  amount  outstanding  to  be  re-  beeomo  rednnd- 
dundant,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  and"11, 
required  to  direct  that  such  coinage  shall  cease  until  other¬ 
wise  ordered  by  him. 

Sec.  31.  That  parcels  of  bullion  shall  be,  from  time  to  Tranaferofbui- 
time,  transferred  by  the  superintendent  to  the  melter  andi£drefinin|ltlIlg 
refiner;  a  careful  record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the st*u 
weight  and  character  of  the  bullion,  shall  be  kept,  and11  V oucherH  to  be 
vouchers  shall  be  taken  for  the  delivery  of  the  same,  duly  fide?e^ermelter 
receipted  by  the  melter  and  refiner,  and  the  bullion  thus 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  melter  and  refiner  shall  be  sub-  £ 

jected  to  the  several  processes  which  may  be  necessary  to  go’u^iitabie  to r 
form  it  into  ingots  of  the  legal  standard,  and  of  a  quality colna€0, 
suitable  for  coinage. 
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u  e3ui<i  certiii-  Sec.  32.  That  the  ingots  so  prepared  shall  be  assayed; 
cate’gi’ven*  and  and  if  they  prove  to  be  within  the  limits  allowed  for  devia- 
£>“*r  ff“wfoita  toon  fr°m  the  standard,  the  assayer  shall  certify  the  fact 
preaceibed  devi-  to  the  superintendent,  who  shall  thereupon  receipt  for  the 
*UKeTi«ed  stat-  same>  and  transfer  them  to  the  coiner. 

utes,  3531. 

Limit  ot  devia  Sec.  33.  That  no  ingots  shall  be  used  for  coinage  which 
iixTftifowo<Ltand  differ  from  the  legal  standard  more  than  the  following  pro- 
uteT3533  SUt~  portions,  namely :  In  gold  ingots,  one-thousandth;  in  silver 
n  *>*■  ingots,  three- thousandths;  in  minor-coinage  alloys,  twenty- 

five-thousandths,  in  the  proportion  of  nickel. 
mra?bf  depoSC  Sec.  the  welter  and  refiner  shall  prepare  all 

prepared  by  i^eit*  bars  required  for  the  payment  of  deposits ;  but  the  fineness 
tLi^e^Jas-  thereof  shall  be  ascertained  and  stamped  thereon  by  the 
certain ©d  and  assayer;  and  the  melter  and  refiner  shall  deliver  such  bars 
stamped  by  aa-  ^  SUperintendent,  who  shall  receipt  for  the  same. 

fee  vised  Statutes.  3534. 

ingots  for  coin-  Sec.  35.  That  the  superintendent  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
^dtoreinerUv  deliver  to  the  coiner  ingots  for  the  purpose  of  coinage;  a 
aa?  8ut*  carefid  record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and 
vouchers  to  be  character  of  the  bullion,  shall  be  kept,  and  vouchers  shall 
si-by  be  taken  for  the  delivery  of  the  same,  duly  receipted  by  the 
formed  into  ooins  coiner;  and  the  ingots  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
coiner  shall  be  subjected  to  the  several  processes  necessary 
to  make  from  them  coins  in  all  respects  conformable  to 
law. 

Limit  of  devia-  Seo.  36.  That  in  adjusting  the  weights  of  the  gold  coins, 
of°goidnc^sghto  the  following  deviations  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  single 
stat-  piece :  In  the  double-eagle  and  the  eagle,  one-half  of  a  grain ; 
in  the  half-eagle,  the  three-dollar  piece,  the  quarter-eagle, 
and  the  oue-dollar  piece,  one-fourth  of  a  grain.  And  in 
Deviations  ai  weighing  a  number  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered  by 
weighing  iTnmm  the  coiner  to  the  superintendent,  and  by  the  superintend- 
ber  of  pfeoes.  ent  to  the  depositor,  the  deviation  from  the  standard  weight 
shall  not  exceed  one-hundredth  of  an  ounce  in  five  thousand 
dollars  in  double-eagles,  eagles,  half-eagles,  or  quarter- 
eagles,  in  one  thousand  three-dollar  pieces,  and  in  one  thou¬ 
sand  one-dollar  pieces. 

Deviation  ai  Sec.  37.  That  in  adjusting  the  weight  of  the  silver  coins 
oLsifver  coins  ^  the  following  deviations  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  single 
ut*»  ^ 353?  stAt'  piece :  In  the  dollar,  the  half  and  quarter  dollar,  and  in  the 
Deviations  ai-  dime,  one  and  one-half  grains;  and  in  weighing  large  num- 
oM^ge  nutter  ^ers  P*ece8  together,  when  delivered  by  the  coiner  to  the 
of  plows.  superintendent,  and  by  the  superintendent  to  the  depositor, 
the  deviations  from  the  standard  weight  shall  not  exceed 
two-hundredths  of  an  ounce  in  one  thousand  dollars,  half- 
dollars,  or  quarter-dollars,  and  one-hundredth  of  an  ounce 
in  one  thousand  dimes. 

Deviation  ai-  Sec.  38.  That  in  adjusting  the  weight  of  the  minor  coins 
°fmhior  Wiu8ht Prov*ded  by  this  act,  there  shall  be  no  greater  deviation 
HeXed  stkt-  allowed  than  three  grains  for  the  five-cent  piece  and  two 
utes,  3537.  grains  for  the  three  and  one  cent  pieces. 

coiner  to  do-  Seo.  39.  That  the  coiner  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  coins 
Uvrintemie^ 8U* are  PrePared,  deliver  them  to  the  superintendent,  who  shall 
^nf^d  stat-  receipt  for  the  same,  and  who  shall  keep  a  careful  record  of 
utes, 3538.  their  kind,  number,  and  actual  weight;  and  in  receiving 


utes,  3535. 
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coins  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  ascertain, 
by  the  trial  of  a  number  of  single  pieces  separately,  whether  utvictory  to°i»de- 
the  coins  of  that  delivery  are  within  the  legal  limits  of  the  iredUmeufrand 
standard  weight;  and  if  his  trials  for  this  purpose  shall  not  refiner  for  recoin- 
prove  satisfactory,  he  shall  cause  all  the  coins  of  such  de* age* 
livery  to  be  weighed  separately,  and  such  as  are  not  of  legal 
weignt  shall  be  defac<kl  and  delivered  to  the  melter  and 
refiner  as  standard  bullion,  to  be  again  formed  into  ingots 
and  recoined ;  or  the  whole  delivery  may,  if  more  conven¬ 
ient,  be  remelted. 

Sec.  40.  That  at  every  delivery  of  coins  made  by  the  triaiwinVat?ac°h 
coiner  to  a  superintendent,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  su-  delivery  of  coin* 
perintendent,  in  the  presence  of  the  assayer,  to  take  indis-  sunerinTimient* 
criminately  a  certain  number  of  pieces  of  each  variety  for  Revised  stat- 
the  annual  trial  of  coins,  the  number  for  gold  coins  being  utca,3539‘ 
not  less  than  one  piece  for  each  one  thousand  pieces  or  any 
fractional  part  of  one  thousand  pieces  delivered;  and  for 
silver  coins  one  piece  for  each  two  thousand  pieces  or  any 
fractional  part  of  two  thousand  pieces  delivered.  .The  pieces  Trial  coins  »iudi 
so  taken  shall  be  carefully  sealed  up  in  an  envelope,  prop-  deputed  uFn  "2 
erly  labeled,  stating  the  date  of  the  delivery,  the  number  py* 
and  denomination  of  the  pieces  inclosed,  and  the  amount  of 
the  delivery  from  which  they  were  taken.  These  sealed 
•  parcels  containing  the  reserved  pieces  shall  be  deposited  in 

a  pyx,  designated  for  the  purpose  at  each  mint,  which  shall  To  ^  nndor 
be  kept  under  the  joint  care  of  the  superintendent  and  as- Joint  car©  of  so- 
sayer,  and  be  so  secured  that  neither  can  have  access  to  its  thrS^yer^aSd 
contents  without  the  presence  of  the  other,  and  the  reserved 1  ,^^1? toVhu- 
pieces  in  their  sealed  envelopes  from  the  coinage  of  each  Udeip JayMint. 
mint  shall  be  transmitted  quarterly  to  the  mint  at  Philadel¬ 
phia.  A  record  shall  also  be  kept  at  the  same  time  of  tbe  Record  to  i* 
number  and  denomination  of  the  pieces  so  taken  for  tbo 
annual  trial  of  coins,  and  of  the  number  and  denomination  to  Director  of 
of  the  pieces  represented  by  them  and  so  delivered,  a  copy  Mint- 
of  which  record  shall  be  transmitted  quarterly  to  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mint.  Other  pieces  may,  at  any  time,  be  taken  other  pieces 
for  such  tests  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  prescribe.  “Jf8 be  for 

Sec.  41.  That  the  coiner  shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  lM<lll1ii0^1ptJ>1,l^8dof 
to  the  superintendent  the  clippings  and  other  portions  ofm-Iw?  to»uj»?' 
bullion  remaining  after  the  process  of  coining;  and  the  j^,yl®Jetn“ld 
superintendent  shall  receipt  for  the  same  and  keep  a  care-  Revia?dVest*t- 
ful  record  of  their  weight  and  character.  ute*’  354°* 

Sec.  42.  That  the  superintendent  shall  debit  tbe  coiner  coiner  to  be 
with  the  amount  in  weight  of  standard  metal  of  all  thebul-  SuYSudaiS  but 
lion  placed  in  his  hands,  and  credit  him  with  the  amount  in  ^^Vc^du^d 
weight  of  all  the  coins,  clippings,  and  other  bullion  returned  with  coins,  clip- 
by  him  to  the  superintendent.  Once  at  least  in  every  year,  {^,t,g^nftJJ1dbnllion 
and  at  such  time  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  appoint,  Revised  stat- 
there  shall  be  an  accurate  and  full  settlement  of  the  accounts  ut^’^11int„  of 
of  the  coiner,  and  the  melter  and  refiner,  at  which  time  the  coiaoruMimeiter 
said  officers  shall  deliver  up  to  the  superintendent  all  the  * “» T® 
coins,  clippings,  and  other  bullion  in  their  possession  re-  leant 
spectively,  accompanied  by  statements  of  all  the  bullion  year 
delivered  to  them  since  the  last  aunual  settlement,  and  all 
the  bullion  returned  by  them  during  the  same  period,  in¬ 
cluding  the  amount  returned  for  the  purpose  of  settlement. 
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toTx^i^edth(‘  Sec.  43‘  That  wlien  al*  the  co^118)  clippings,  and  other 
arcoanu.ete.;  of  bullion  have  been  delivered  to  the  superintendent,  it  shall 
inheeitC6rnandred^e  h*8  duty  to  examine  the  accounts  and  statements  ren- 
liner.  dered  by  the  coiner  aud  the  melter  and  refiner,  and  the  dif- 

„te8,V354d  stat  ference  between  the  amount  charged  and  credited  to  each 
what  amonnt  officer  shall  be  allowed  as  necessary  wastage,  if  the  super- 
eswlry  wMtlg©?  intendent  shall  be  satisfied  that  there  has  been  a  bona^de 
waste  of  the  precious  metals,  and  if  the  amouut  shall  not 
exceed,  in  the  case  of  the  melter  aud  refiner,  one  thousandth 
of  the  whole  amount  of  gold,  and  one  and  one-half  thou¬ 
sandth  of  the  whole  amount  of  silver  delivered  to  him  since 
the  last  annual  settlement,  and  in  the  case  of  the  coiner, 
one  thousandth  of  the  whole  amount  of  silver,  and  one-half 
thousandth  of  the  whole  amount  of  gold  that  has  been 
delivered  to  him  by  the  superintendent;  aud  all  copper 
t^iy  c£argtSlTo  used  in  the  alloy  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  shall  be  sepa- 
®®aer  and  r°  rately  charged  to  the  melter  and  refiner,  and  accounted  for 
by  him. 

Balance  sheet  Sec.  44.  That  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  superin- 
tS  the^Dirwtor  tendent  to  forward  a  correct  statement  of  his  balance  sheet, 
of  the  Mint  for  at  the  close  of  such  settlement,  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
^Revised n  stat-  who  shall  compare  the  total  amount  of  gold  and  silver  bul- 
ut««,  3543.  lion  and  cojn  ou  hand  with  the  total  liabilities  of  the  mint. 

Fx  en»eac  ^  ^ie  8ame  time  a  statement  of  the  ordinary-expense 
compote  made  account,  and  the  moneys  therein,  shall  also  be  made  by 
dentuperiu  ten  the  superintendent. 

Payment  of  Sec.  45.  That  when  the  coins  or  bars  which  are  the  equiv- 
deHwitorbar8  toa^ent  to  any  deposit  of  bullion  are  ready  for  delivery,  they 
Revised  stat-  shall  be  paid  to  the  depositor,  or  his  order,  by  the  superin- 
ntea,  3544.  tendent;  and  the  payments  shall  be  made,  if  demanded,  in 
pciits u demand*  the  order  in  which  the  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  to 
®d-  the  mint;  but  in  cases  where  there  is  delay  in  manipulat¬ 

ing  a  refractory  deposit,  or  for  any  other  unavoidable  cause, 
the  payment  of  subsequent  deposits,  the  value  of  which  is 
Denominations  known,  shall  not  be  delayed  thereby;  and  in  the  denomi- 
deaired  by  deportations  of  coin  delivered,  the  superintendent  shall  comply 
itor-  with  the  wishes  of  the  depositor,  except  when  impracticable 

or  inconvenient  to  do  so. 

Unparted  bui-  Sec.  46.  That  unparted  bullion  may  be  exchanged  at  any 
lihn  JSSV*  *'  °f  the  mints  for  fine  bars,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
bars.  °r  nemay  be  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the 
ut^'3546.  stAt*  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the  fineness, 
weight,  and  value  of  the  bullion  received  and  given  in  ex¬ 
change  shall  in  all  cases  be  determined  by  the  mint  assay. 
osito^L-^aii  The  charge  to  the  depositor  for  refining  or  parting  shall 
Jng bullion. part  not  exceed  that  allowed  and  deducted  for  the  same  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  exchange  of  unrefined  for  refined  bullion, 
secretary  of  the  Sec.  47.  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  mints  and 
kJBpae8t?.,rmorc^  the  assay-office  in  New  York  to  make  returns  to  depositors 
make**  r?  w**h  ^  h'ttle  delay  as  possible,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
tlraa  tS  depos*  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  in  the  said  mints  and 
ltKevteed,llista’t-  a88ay -office,  when  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit 
utes,  3545.  thereof,  such  an  amount  of  public  money,  or  bullion  pro¬ 
cured  for  the  purpose,  as  he  shall  judge  convenient  and  nec¬ 
essary,  out  of  which  those  who  briug  bullion  to  the  said 
mints  and  assay  office  may  be  paid  the  value  thereof,  in 
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coin  or  bars,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  value  has  been 
ascertained;  and  on  payment  thereof  being  made,  the  bul¬ 
lion  so  deposited  shall  become  the  property  of  the  United 
States;  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  at  any  time  Fund  may  be 
withdraw  the  fund,  or  any  portion  thereof.  withdrawn. 

Seo.  48.  That  to  secure  a  due  conformity  in  the  gold  and  Aaaay  commia. 
silver  coins  to  their  respective  standards  of  fineness  and  ^ght  of° 
weight,  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  annmuiy ; 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,* the  Comptroller  of  ^3547!  kSfcat' 
the  Currency,  the  assayer  of  the  assay-office  at  New  York, 
and  such  other  persons  as  the  President  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  designate,  shall  meet  as  assay-commissioners,  at  the  when  and  where; 
mint  in  Philadelphia,  to  examine  and  test,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  the  fineness  and  weight  of  the 
coins  reserved  by  the  several  mints  for  this  purpose,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  February,  annually,  and  may  con¬ 
tinue  their  meetings  by  adjournment,  if  necessary;  if  a  if  a  majority  not 
majority  of  the  commissioners  shall  fail  to  attend  at  any  °t 

time  appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  Director  of  the  Mint  other  tim*e. 
shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners  at  such  other  time 
as  he  may  deem  convenient;  and  if  it  shall  appear  by  such  Test  to  be  re- 
examination  and  test  that  these  coins  do  not  differ  from  the  j£Tto?y  “  d*vt 
standard  fineness  and  weight  by  a  greater  quantity  than  is  tion  notmoxcess 
allowed  by  law,  the  trial  shall  be  considered  and  reported  ancee.gal  allow* 
as  satisfactory;  but  if  any  greater  deviation  from  the  legal 
standard  or  weight  shall  appear,  this  fact  shall  be  certified  if  test  is  not 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  if,  on  a  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he£ha)l  so  decide,  the  officer  office™  in  error 
or  officers  implicated  in  the  error  shall  be  thenceforward  fied.b°  disq,Ml11’ 
disqualified  from  holding  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  49.  That  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  due  conform-  standard  troy 
ity  in  weight  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States  to  the  pro  J{j« 

visions  of  this  act,  the  brass  troy-pound  weight  procured  by  united  state*.  6 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  in  the  year  ut^’V3^  sut* 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  for  the  use  of  the  Mint, 
and  now  in  the  custody  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  shall 
be  the  standard  troy  pound  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  conformably  to  which  the  coinage  thereof  shall  be 
regulated. 

Sec.  50.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Director  of  the  standard 
Miut  to  procure  for  each  mint  and  assay-office,  to  be  kept  ni?ighindfaTch 
safely  thereat,  a  series  of  standard  weights  corresponding  office ;an  ***** 
to  the  aforesaid  troy  pound,  consisting  of  a  one  pound  weight  ut^v^9.  stat* 
and  the  requisite  subdivisions  and  multiples  thereof,  from 
the  hundredth  part  of  a  grain  to  twenty-five  pounds;  and 
the  troy  weights  ordinarily  employed  in  the  transactions  of 
such  mints  and  assay-offices  shall  be  regulated  according  to  be  related 
to  the  above  standards  at  least  once  in  every  year,  under  »n(l  u'*t4id  annu* 
the  inspection  of  the  superintendent  and  assayer;  and  the  y’ 
accuracy  of  those  used  at  the  mint  at  Philadelphia  shall  be 
tested  annually,  in  the  presence  of  the  assay-commissioners, 
at  the  time  of  the  annual  examination  and  test  of  coins. 

Sec.  51.  That  the  obverse  working-dies  at  each  minting.dT®rStWeach 
shall,  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  be  defaced  and  de-  to  i»o  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  coiner  in  the  presence  of  the  superintendent  °“l" 

and  assayer.  Revised  sut- 

V  ates,  3550. 
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tionai8 character  Sec.  52.  That  dies  of  a  national  character  may  be  exe- 
a nd  m  a i  1',  cuted  by  the  engraver,  and  national  and  other  medals  strack 
Struck8  may  be  by  the  coiner  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  under  such  regu¬ 
lations  as  the  superintendent,  with  the  approval  of  the  Di- 
Not  to  inter- rector  of  the  Mint,  may  prescribe:  Provided ,  That  such 
?or?nTghe^  work  shall  not  interfere  with  the  regular  coinage  operations, 
tiona.  and  that  no  private  medal  dies  shall  be  prepared  at  said 

utet^356i.  mint,  or  the  machinery  or  apparatus  thereof  be  used  for 
that  purpose. 

ch^^iPan<ifrd“  ®EC*  53.  That  the  moneys  arising  from  all  charges  and 
ductions,  etc.,  to  deductions  on  and  from  gold  aud  silver  bullion  and  the 
the  Treaaury  I*1**  manufacture  of  medals,  and  from  all  other  sources,  except 
Ke vised  ‘stat  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  cov- 
andnote5xpende<i ere(*  infco  t^e  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  no  part  of 
for  salaries,  etc.  such  deductions  or  medal  charges,  or  profit  on  silver  or 
minor  coinage,  shall  be  expended  in  salaries  or  wages;  but 
muJtTe ' p*Iid  all  expenditures  of  the  mints  aud  assay-offices,  not  herein 
from  nppropria  otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be  paid  from  appropriations 
e80umates,ete.onmade  by  law  on  estimates  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

8a°otik™at  xew  ®EC*  5h  That  the  officers  of  the  United  States  assay-office 
York  and  tiwlr  at  New  York  shall  be  a  superintendent,  an  assayer,  and  a 
appointment.  melter  and  refiner,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
a88aU8ioDffi“°f^ tUe  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The 
“ifevTsed  stat  business  of  said  assay-office  shall  be  in  all  respects  similar 
utcs,  3553.  that  of  the  mints,  except  that  bars  only,  and  not  coin, 

shall  be  manufactured  therein;  and  no  metals  shall  be  pur- 
bu?uJn^ition  of  chased  for  minor  coinage.  All  bullion  intended  by  the  de- 
!  positor  to  be  converted  into  coins  of  the  United  States,  and 

silver  bullion  purchased  for  coinage,  when  assayed,  parted, 
and  refined,  and  its  net  value  certified,  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  under  such  directions  as  shall 
Expense*  con-  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  expense 
pntdfro^contin^  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Mint,  and  shall  be  therecoined, 
geAd-lu8toent  of an(l  Procee^8  returned  to  the  assay  office.  And  the  Sec- 
accounts  to  be  au-  retary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the 
te^ofTreamirT.  necessary  arrangements  for  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
>0  y  upon  such  transfers  between  the  respective  offices. 
u^rintefiUent  ^ec.  That  the  duties  of  the  superintendent,  assayer, 
ant^other officers  and  melter  and  refiner  of  said  office  shall  correspond  to 
a88ay‘  those  of  superintendents,  assay ers,  and  meltersand  refiners 
°  Revised  sut- of  mints;  and  all  parts  of  this  act  relating  to  mints  aud 
utee,  3555.  their  officers,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  such  officers, 
and  others  employed  therein,  the  oath  to  be  taken,  and  the 
character  of  bonds  and  sureties  to  be  given  by  them,  (as  far  as  the  same 
bonds  to  be  given-  m ay  applicable,)  shall  extend  to  the  assay-office  at  New 

York,  and  to  its  officers,  assistants,  clerks,  workmen,  and 
others  employed  therein. 

salaries  of  as  Sec.  56.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
8aU^sCed8'stat-  assay-office  at  New  York  City  the  following  salaries  per  an- 
utea,  3556, 3557.  llum :  to  the  superintendent  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  to  the  assayer,  and  to  the  melter  and  refiner,  each, 
three  thousand  dollars;  aud  the  salaries  of  assistants  and 
Manner  of  ap  clerks,  and  wages  to  workmen,  and  their  manner  of  appoint- 
how  ment,  shall  be  determined  and  regulated  as  herein  directed 
in  regard  to  mints. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LAWS  RELATING  TO  COINAGE. 


561 


Seo.  57.  That  the  business  at  the  branch  mint  at  Denver, 

■while  conducted  as  an  assay-office,  and  of  the  assay-office  Denver,  Boia6 
at  Boise  City,  Idaho,  and  all  other  assay-offices  hereafter  to  £Jty, 
he  established,  shall  be  confined  to  the  receipt  of  gold  and  melting,  assay- 
silver  bullion,  for  melting  and  assaying,  to  be  returned  to{£|;  and  8Ump* 
depositors  of  the  same,  in  bars,  with  the  weight  and  fine-  ®eTiJ®d 
ness  stamped  thereon ;  and  the  officers  of  assay-offices,  when  Swo.’ 
their  services  are  necessary,  shall  consist  of  an  assayer,  who 
shall  have  charge  thereof,  and  a  melter,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  the  assayer  may  employ  as  many  clerks,  work¬ 
men,  and  laborers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  as  may  be  provided  for  by  law.  The  salaries  °^a8gaffi^c^,,"nd 
said  officers  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  tivethliJ^aiiSL-s?11 
hundred  dollars  to  the  assayer  and  melter,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars  each  to  the  clerks,  and  the  workmen 
and  laborers  shall  receive  such  wages  as  are  customary 
according  to  their  respective  stations  and  occupations. 

Sec.  58.  That  each  officer  and  clerk  to  be  appointed  at 
such  assay-offices,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  his  July  2, 1862. 
office,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  judge  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  July  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
and  each  become  bound  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  or  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  same  may  be  located, 
and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  offices;  and  the 
said  assayers  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  disbursing  agents  agonti u  r  B 1  n  g 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  their  respective  assay- 
offices. 

Sec.  59.  That  the  general  direction  of  the  business  of  the 

assay-offices  of  the  United  States  shall  be  under  the  control  general  direction 
and  regulation  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  subject  to  the  c^and^rescribe 
approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  for  that  regulations,  re¬ 
purpose  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Director  to  prescribe  ciSJges8 *  a  n  d 
such  regulations  and  to  require  such  returns  periodically  and 
occasionally,  and  to  establish  such  charges  for  melting,  part¬ 
ing,  assaying,  and  stamping  bullion  as  shall  appear  to  him 
to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
intention  of  this  act. 

Sec.  GO.  That  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  the  regu-  Provision*  of 
lation  of  the  mints  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  gov-  {Jg  th^minu* 
eminent  of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  therein,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  all  offenses  connected  with  the  mints  R^vi^d  stat¬ 
or  coinage  of  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  they  are  ute8’ M57, 
hereby  declared  to  be,  in  full  force  in  relation  to  the  assay- 
offices,  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable  thereto. 

Sec.  61.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  falsely  make,  coJ®£rfeiftn°r 
forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  •to.,  any  coin  or 
forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  !mili* 

making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  coin  or  bars  in  re-  ReVW  stat- 
semblance  or  similitude  of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  or  bars, uU*’ 3W2, 
which  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  coined  or  stamped 
at  the  mints  and  assay-offices  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
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resemblance  or  similitude  of  any  foreign  gold  or  silver  coin 
which  by  law  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  made,  current  in  the 
United  States,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circulation  as  money 
within  the  United  States,  or  shall  pass,  utter,  publish,  or 
sell,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter,  publish,  or  sell,  or  bring 
kimt**1*7  iivr*nt0  United  States  from  any  foreign  place,  or  have 
ing°h»  pSaJeMiJIi  in  his  possession,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited 
o u n ur  - c0*11  or  bars*  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  or 
felted,  etc.,  coins  counterfeited,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed 
or  ban.  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  pun¬ 

ished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
by  imprisonment  and  confinement  at  hard  labor  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  ten  years,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offense. 

counterfeit  in*  Sec.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  falsely  make, 

etc.,  mrinor  coin-  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made, 
Intix  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 

Revised  stat^  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  coin  in  the  resem- 
u  ,  M58.  blance  or  similitude  of  any  of  the  minor  coinage  which  has 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  coined  at  the  mints  of  the 
United  States;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  publish,  or  sell,  or  bring 
into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  place,  or  have  in 
his  possession,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  coin, 
with  intent  to  defraud  any  body  politic  or  corporation,  or 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  every  person  so  offend¬ 
ing  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall,  on  convic¬ 
tion  thereof,  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars  and  by  imprisonment  and  confinement  at  hard  labor 
not  exceeding  three  years. 

fnwtdSieLtf  ^or  ®EC#  ®®#  That  if  any  person  shall  fraudulently,  by  any 
imSrteg.ete.fgofd  art,  way,  or  means  whatsoever,  deface,  mutilate,  impair, 
©Sinlilver  carrent  diminish,  falsify,  scale,  or  lighten  the  gold  or  silver  coins 
Revised  stat-  which  have  been,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be,  coined  at  the 
utea,  6459.  mints  of  the  United  States,  or  any  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coins  which  are  by  law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use 
and  circulation  as  money  within  the  United  States,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misde¬ 
meanor,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years, 
and  fined  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars, 
frauduientiv  *$£  Seo.  ®*-  That  if  any  of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  which 
baaing  th©ygiid  shall  be  struck  or  coined  at  any  of  the  mints  of  the  United 
the^'^united  States  shall  be  debased,  or  made  worse  as  to  the  proportion 
states;  of  fine  gold  or  fine  silver  therein  contained;  or  shall  be  of 

less  weight  or  value  than  the  same  ought  to  be,  pursuant 
wei  hufeteingto  ^ie  several  acts  relative  thereto;  or  if  any  of  the  weights 
weg  ,e  used  at  any  of  the  mints  or  assay-offices  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  defaced,  increased,  or  diminished  through 
the  fault  or  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers  or  persons  who 
shall  be  employed  at  the  said  mints  or  assay -offices,  with  a 
bewn?  tyS«tai»  frau(*nlent  intent;  and  if  any  of  the  said  officers  or  persons 
or  coins,  medals*  shall  embezzle  any  of  the  metals  which  shall  at  any  time  be 
etc-  committed  to  their  charge  for  the  purpose  of  being  coined, 

or  any  of  the  coins  which  shall  be  struck  or  coined  at  the 
said  mints,  or  any  medals,  coins,  or  other  moneys  of  said 
mints  or  assay-offices  at  anytime  committed  to  their  charge, 
or  of  which  they  may  have  assumed  the  charge,  every  such 
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officer  or  person  who  shall  commit  any  or  either  of  the  said 
offenses  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  be  im¬ 
prisoned  at  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year 
nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  65.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  when  act  to 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three,  when  the  offices  ^omcoof  trew- 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  mints  in  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco,  urer  at,  etc.,  va- 
and  New  Orleans  shall  be vacated,  and  theassistanttreasurer cat*  * 
at  New  York  shall  cease  to  perform  the  duties  of  treasurer 
of  the  assay-office.  The  other  officers  and  employees ot  the  ^^^offlcera, 
mints  and  assay- offices  now  appointed  shall  continue  to  hold  give  bonda,  etc.01 
their  respective  offices,  they  having  first  given  the  neces-  8tat* 

sary  bonds,  until  further  appointments  may  be  required,  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  being  styled  and  acting 
as  superintendent  thereof.  The  duties  of  the  treasurers  shall  ©nt?1^1^11^ 
devolve  as  herein  provided  upon  the  superintendents,  and  treasurers, 
said  treasurers  shall  act  only  as  assistant  treasurers  of  the  actiSiy  aaSata? 
United  States:  Provided ,  That  the  salaries  heretofore  paid  treasurers, 
to  the  treasurers  of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia,  San  Frau-  ij dS?8h2d.to 
cisco,  and  New  Orleans,  acting  as  assistant  treasurers,  shall 
hereafter  be  paid  to  them  as  ‘‘assistant  treasurers  of  the 
United  States,”  and  that  the  salary  of  the  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  at  New  York  shall  not  be  diminished  by  the  vacation 
of  his  office  as  treasurer  of  the  assay-office. 

Sec.  66.  That  the  different  mints  and  assay-offices  author-  ,  .£am®8  °( 
ized  by  this  act  shall  be  known  as  “the  mint  of  the  United  and°a^ay^ffiSe88 
States  at  Philadelphia,”  “the  mint  of  the  United  States  stat- 

San  Francisco,”  “  the  mint  ot  the  United  States  at  Carson,” 

“the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Denver,”  “the  United 

States  assay-office  at  New  York,”  and  “the  United  States 

assay-office  at  Boise  City,  Idaho,”  “  the  United  States  assay- 

office  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina;”  and  all  unexpended  Disposition  of 

appropriations  heretofore  authorized  by  law  for  the  use  of  £ropKuo™.ap* 

the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  the  branch- 

mint  of  the  United  States  in  California,  the  branch-mint  of 

the  United  States  at  Denver,  the  United  States  assay-office 

in  New  York,  the  United  States  assay-office  at  Charlotte, 

North  Carlonia,  and  the  United*  States  assay-office  at  Boise 
City,  Idaho,  are  hereby  authorized  to  be  transferred  for  the 
account  and  use  of  the  institutions  established  and  located 
respectively  at  the  places  designated  by  this  act. 

Sec.  67.  That  this  act  shall  be  known  as  the  “ Coinage 
act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three;”  and  all  other  ago  act  of 
acts  and  parts  of  acts  pertaining  to  the  mints,  assay-offices, 
and  coinage  of  the  United  States  inconsistent  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed :  Provided ,  That  this 
act  shall  not  be  construed  to  affect  any  act  done,  right  ac-  repeal*  not  to  nf- 
crued,or  penalty  incurred,  under  former  acts,  but  every  such  wcrSSd1 

right  is  hereby  saved;  and  all  suits  and  prosecutions  for  etc. 
acts  already  done  in  violation  of  any  former  act  or  acts  of 
Congress  relating  to  the  subjects  embraced  in  this  act  may 
be  begun  or  proceeded  with  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed;  and  all  penal  clauses  and  provisions  in 
existing  laws  relating  to  the  subjects  embraced  in  this  act 
shall  be  deemed  applicable  thereto:  And  provided  further , 
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afWjW  ^hat  80  muc^  °f  the  first  section  of  “An  act  making  appro- 
1870?  sec.  i,  \o\.  priatiou8for  sundry  civil  expensesof  theGovernment  for  the 
is,  p.  296.  year  ending  June  thirty, eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one, 

and  for  other  purposes,”  approved  July  fifteen,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy,  as  provides  that  until  after  the  com¬ 
pletion  and  occupation  of  the  branch  mint  building  in  San 
Francisco,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  exchange,  at  any  mint  or 
branch-mint  of  the  United  States,  unrefined  or  unparted 
bullion,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  can  be  done  with  advantage  to  the  Government, 
is  hereby  repealed. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1873. 

Vol.  17,  p.  602.  To  eetabliah  the  custom-home  value  of  the  sovereign  or  pound  sterling  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  fix  the  par  of  exchange. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
value  of  for  value  of  foreign  coin  as  expressed  in  the  money  of  account 
unlfed0  sute”  the  United  States  shall  be  thatof  the  pure  metal  of  such 
money  of  ac- coin  of  standard  value;  aud  the  values  of  the  standard 
Umated,  etc?  66  coins  in  circulation  of  the  various  nations  of  the  world 
shall  be  estimated  annually  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
and  be  proclaimed  on  the  first  day  of  January  by  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  sovereign  Sec.  2.  That  in  all  payments  by  or  to  the  Treasury, 
t»  whether  made  here  or  in  foreign  countries,  where  it  becomes 
$4.8665.  necessary  to  compute  the  value  of  the  sovereign  or  pound 

sterling,  it  shall  be  deemed  equal  to  four  dollars  eighty-six 
cents  and  six  and  one-half  mills,  and  the  same  rule  shall 
be  applied  in  appraising  merchandise  imported  where  the 
value  is,  by  the  invoice,  in  sovereigns  or  pounds  sterling, 
and  in  the  construction  of  contracts  payable  in  sovereigns 
This  valuation  or  pounds  sterling;  and  this  valuation  shall  be  the  par  of 
Jhangepar  of  ex‘ exchange  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States; 

Contract* after  and  all  contracts  made  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
any  dth^p^o  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  based  on  an  assumed 
beVoid.  par  of  exchange  with  Great  Britain  of  fifty-four  pence  to 
the  dollar,  or  four  dollars  forty-four  and  four-ninths  cents 
to  the  sovereign  or  pound  sterling,  shall  be  null  aud  void. 
Repealing  Sec.  3.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
0  these  provisions  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 


ACT  OF  JANUARY  29,  1874. 

Vol.  18,  p.  6.  Authorising  ooinage  to  be  executed  at  the  mints  of  the  United  States  for 

foreign  countries 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
Execution  of  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  it 
at’rnSed0' states  *>e  for  coinage  to  be  executed  at  the  mints  of 

mints.  8  the  United  States,  for  any  foreign  countries  applying  for 
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the  same,  according  to  the  legally  prescribed  standards  and 

devices  of  such  country,  under  such  regulations  as  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe ;  and  the  charge  for 

the  same  shall  be  equal  to  the  expense  thereof,  including 

labor,  materials,  and  use  of  machinery,  to  be  fixed  by  the 

Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury :  Provided ,  That  the  manufacture  of  such  coin  fere°4ith  dome«- 

sliall  not  interfere  with  the  required  coinage  of  the  United  tic  ooinage. 

States. 


ACT  OF  JUNE  22,  1874. 

Provisioxui  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  relating  to  coinage. 

Sec.  254.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  Revised  stat- 
receive  deposits  of  gold  coin  and  bullion  with  the  Treasurer  u  Deposits  of 
or  any  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  sums  not  s°w. 
less  than  twenty  dollars,  and  to  issue  certificates  therefor,  i2?p. 

in  denominations  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  each,  cor- 71L 
responding  with  the  denominations  of  the  United  States 
notes.  The  coin  and  bullion  deposited  for  or  representing 
the  certificates  of  deposit  shall  be  retained  in  the  Treasury 
for  the  payment  of  the  same  on  demand.  And  certificates 
representing  coin  in  the  Treasury  may  be  issued  in  pay¬ 
ment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  which  certificates, 
together  with  those  issued  for  coin  and  bullion  deposited, 
shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  twenty  per  centum  beyond  the 
amount  of  coin  and  bullion  in  the  Treasury;  and  the  certi¬ 
ficates  for  coin  and  bullion  in  the  Treasury  shall  be  received 
at  par  in  payment  for  duties  on  imports. 

******* 

Sec.  3473.  All  duties  on  imports  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  Revi8^1  8ut* 
silver  coin  only,  [or  coin  certificates],  or  in  demand  Treas- u  DuSwandoth. 
ury  notes,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  acts  of  July 
seventeen,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  chapter  five;  what  currency  tS 
and  February  twelve,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- two,  chap-  ^Jh^Worda  in 
ter  twenty;  and  all  taxes  and  all  other  debts  and  demands  £rac*eta  iusert- 
than  duties  on  imports,  accruiug  or  becoming  due  to  thel^j^V^ii!; 
United  States,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  Treas-  p^„49,6  1846  ^ 
ury  notes,  United  States  notes,  or  notes  of  national  banks;  lg^i/aibor' 
and  upon  every  such  payment  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  ;^L 
amount  of  principal  and  interest  due  on  any  Treasury  note  258. 

[or  notes]  not  received  in  payment  on  the  day  when  the  same  aei^ifvlL  ivp. 
are  received.  259. 

Aug.  5,  1861, 

sec.  5,  Vol.  12,  p.  318 ;  Fob.  12. 1862,  Vok  12,  p.  338 ;  Feb.  25, 1862,  secs.  1,  5,  Vol.  12,  pp. 
345, 346;  July  11, 1862,  sec.  1,  Vol.  12,  p.  532 ;  March  3, 1863,  Bees.  3, 54,  Vol.  12,  pp.  710, 
711 ;  J  one  3, 1864,  sec.  23,  Vol.  13,  p.  106;  June  30,  1864,  sec.  2,  p.  13,  p.  218.  Amended 
and  part  repealed  by  act  Feb.  27,  1877,  VoL  19,  p.  249.  _ 

Revised  Stat* 

Sec.  3474.  No  gold  or  silver  other  than  coin  of  standard  p-  688 ■ 

fineness  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  receivable  in  pay-  oJrMl.coln 
ment  of  dues  to  the  United  States,  except  as  provided  in  90^afvoi!io1852’ 
section  twenty-three  hundred  and  sixty-six,  Title  “  Publics^  ,pp‘ 
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reb.  *i,  1887,  Lands,”  and  in  section  thirty-five  hundred  and  sixty-seven, 

oL  Title  “  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures.” 

#•••••• 

Revtod  stat-  gEC  3495.  The  different  mints  and  assay -offices  shall  be 

utea,  p.  G93.  v 

Enumeration  knOWll  as — 

First.  The  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia. 
Second.  The  mint  of  the  United  States  at  San  Francisco. 
Third.  The  mint  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans. 
Fourth.  The  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Carson. 

Fifth.  The  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Denver. 

Sixth.  The  United  States  assay-office  at  New  York. 
w  Seventh.  The  United  States  assay-office  at  Boise  City, 

***  Idaho. 

Eighth.  The  United  States  assay-office  at  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina. 

uteif *^*694  8Ut~  ®BC*  The  officers  of  each  mint  shall  be  a  superin- 
offlcS^ofminto,  tendent,  an  assayer,  a  melter  aud  refiner,  and  a  coiner 
f°r  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  an  engraver;  all  to  be 
424'  ’  *  *  ’  ’  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 

(  consent  of  the  Senate. 

ent?1^? 1  wrufn  ®E0#  ^97.  The  superintendents  of  the  mints  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  perform  phia,  San  Francisco,  and  New  Orleans  shall  be,  and  perform 
done*  of  treas-  duties  of,  treasurers  of  said  mints  respectively. 

Saiarie«  of  ofli-  Seo.  3498.  The  officers  of  the  several  mints  shall  be  en- 
cer* of  minu.  titled  to  the  following  salaries,  to  be  paid  monthly: 

First.  The  superintendents  of  the  mints  at  Philadelphia 
and  San  Francisco,  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
a  year  each. 

Second.  The  assayers,  melters  and  refiners,  and  the  coin¬ 
ers  to  those  mints,  to  three  thousand  dollars  a  year  each. 

Third.  The  engraver  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  to  three 
thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Fourth.  The  superintendent  of  the  mint  at  Carson  City 
to  three  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Fifth.  The  assayer,  the  melter  and  refiner,  and  the  coiner 
of  the  mint  at  Carson  City,  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year  each. 

Blatant*68 clerks  Sec.  3*9®.  There  shall  be  allowed  to  the  assistants  and 

and  raborereom- clerks  of  the  several  mints  such  annual  salaries  as  the 
ployed  in  minto.  Director  of  the  Mint  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  determine,  and  to  the  workmen 
employed  therein  such  wages  as  may  be  customary  and 
reasonable  according  to  their  respective  stations  and  occu¬ 
pations,  to  be  determined  by  the  superintendent,  aud 
approved  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  The  salaries  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  this  and  the  preceding  section,  and  the  wages 
of  workmen  permanently  engaged,  shall  be  payable  in 
monthly  installments. 

of Sflfcer?,1 uSt  Sec*  3600-  Every  officer,  assistant,  and  clerk  appointed 
•nu,  and' clerks,  for  any  mint  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of 
his  office,  take  an  oath  before  some  judge  of  the  United 
States,  or  judge  of  some  court  of  record  of  the  State  in 
which  such  mint  is  located,  faithfully  and  diligently  to 
perform  the  duties  thereof;  in  addition  to  other  official 
oaths  prescribed  by  law,  such  oath,  duly  certified,  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  super- 


of  minto  and  as- 
savofflces. 

keb.  12.  1873, 
sec.  W,  YoL  17,  p. 
435. 


Assay-office  at 
Helena  estab¬ 
lished  by  act  May 
12, 1874,Vol.l8,  p. 
45. 
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intendent  of  each  mint  may  require  such  oath  from  any 
of  the  employes  of  the  mint. 

Sec.  3501.  The  superintendent,  the  assayer,  the  melter  offl* 

and  refiner,  and  the  coiner  of  each  mint,  before  entering  S^cierks!1*111* 
upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  shall  become 
bound  to  the  United  States,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sum  of  not 
less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  con¬ 
dition  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  Similar  bonds  may  be  required  of  the  assist¬ 
ants  and  clerks,  in  such  sums  as  the  superintendent  shall 
determine,  with  the  approbation  of  thel)irector  of  theMint; 
but  the  same  shall  not  be  construed  to  relieve  the  super¬ 
intendent  or  other  officers  from  liability  to  the  United  States 
for  acts,  omissions,  or  negligence  of  their  subordinates  or 
employes;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  at  his 
discretion,  increase  the  bonds  of  the  superintendents. 

Sec.  3502.  Whenever  any  officer  of  a  mint  or  assay-office  to  act  in 
shall  be  temporarily  abseut,  on  account  of  sickness  or  any  roct8or,nc»u^erin- 
other  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  superintendent,  with  or  other 
the  consent  of  such  officer,  to  appoint  some  person  attached  ° 
to  the  mint  to  act  in  the  place  of  such  officer  during  his 
absence;  but  all  such  appointments  shall  be  forthwith  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for  his  approval;  and  in 
all  cases  whatsoever  the  principal  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  his  representative.  In  case  of  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  superintendent,  the  chief  clerk  shall  act  in  his 
place;  in  case  of  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  designate  some 
one  to  act  in  his  place. 

Sec.  3503.  The  superintendent  of  each  mint  shall  have  stat* 

the  control  thereof,  the  superintendence  of  the  officers  and  n  gomiS  daue« 
persons  employed  therein,  and  the  supervision  of  the  busi-  nd' 

ness  thereof,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  the en  °  n,m 
Mint.  He  shall  make  reports  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
at  such  times  and  according  to  such  forms  as  the  Director 
may  prescribe;  which  shall  exhibit  in  detail,  and  under  ap¬ 
propriate  heads,  the  deposits  of  bullion,  the  amount  of  gold, 
silver,  andminorcoinage,  and  the  amount  of  unparted,  stand¬ 
ard,  and  refined  bars  issued,  and  such  other  statistics  and 
information  as  may  be  required. 

Sec.  3504.  He  shall  keep  and  render,  quarter-yearly,  to  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  for  the  purpose  of  adjustment  accord¬ 
ing  to  such  forms  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  regular  and  faithful  accounts  of  his  transac¬ 
tions  with  the  other  officers  of  the  Mint  and  the  depositors; 
and  shall  also  render  to  him  a  monthly  statement  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  expenses  of  the  mint  or  assay-office  under  his  charge. 

He  shall  also  appoint  all  assistants,  clerks,  one  of  yrhom 
shall  be  designated  u  chief  clerk,”  and  workmen  employed 
under  his  superintendence;  but  no  person  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  employment  in  the  office  of  the  assayer,  melter 
and  refiner,  coiner,  or  engraver,  except  on  the  recommen¬ 
dation  and  nomination  in  writing  of  those  officers,  respec¬ 
tively.  He  shall  forthwith  report  to  the  Director  of  Mint 
the  names  of  all  persons  appointed  by  him,  the  duties  to 
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be  performed,  the  rate  of  compensation  the  appropriation 
from  which  compensation  is  to  be  made,  and  the  grounds 
of  the  appointment;  and  if  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall 
disapprove  the  same,  the  appointment  shall  be  vacated. 
inCwe*  rhtnCb?  ^EC.  3^05.  Any  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  if  re- 
abrTsfon  mo  reduced  in  weight  by  natural  abrasion  not  more  than  one* 
pcr^ceiit,0  to  abe  half  °f  one  percentum  below  the  standard  weight  prescribed 
received  at  nom  by  law,  after  a  circulation  of  twenty  years,  as  shown  by  the 
united as  u  te£  date  of  coinage,  and  at  a  ratable  proportion  for  any  period 
Treasury.  less  than  twenty  years,  shall  be  received  at  their  nominal 
value  by  the  United  States  Treasury  and  its  offices,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  pre¬ 
scribe  for  the  protection  of  the  Government  against  fraudu¬ 
lent  abrasion  or  other  practices. 

perin tend ent «* iri  Se0*  3606.  The  superintendent  of  each  mint  shall  receive 
respect  to  com  and  safely  keep,  until  legally  withdrawn,  all  moneys  or 
and  bullion.  bullion  which  shall  be  for  the  use  or  the  expenses  of  the 
mint.  He  shall  receive  all  bullion  brought  to  the  mint  for 
assay  or  coinage;  shall  be  the  keeper  of  all  bullion  or  coin 
in  the  mint,  except  while  the  same  is  legally  in  the  hands 
of  other  officers;  and  shall  deliver  all  coins  struck  at  the 
mint  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  shall  be  legally  payable. 
From  the  report  of  the  assayer  and  the  weight  of  the  bul 
lion,  he  shall  compute  the  valve  of  each  deposit,  and  also 
the  amount  of  the  charges  or  deductions,  if  any,  of  all 
which  he  shall  give  a  detailed  memorandum  to thedepositor ; 
and  he  shall  also  give  at  the  same  time,  under  his  hand,  a 
certificate  of  the  net  amount  of  the  deposit,  to  be  paid  in 
coins  or  bars  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  as  that  deposited, 
the  correctness  of  which  certificate  shall  be  verified  by 
the  assayer,  who  shall  countersign  the  same,  and  in  all 
cases  of  transfer  of  coin  or  bullion,  shall  give  and  receive 
vouchers,  stating  the  amount  and  character  of  such  coin  or 
bullion. 

nutiea  of  a*.  Sec.  3507.  The  assayer  shall  assay  all  metals  and  bullion, 
whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the  operations  of  the 
mint;  and  shall  make  assays  of  coin  or  samples  of  bullion 
whenever  required  by  the  superintendent. 

^amlTrefiiuers  Sec.  ^303.  The  meltcr  and  refiner  shall  execute  all  the 
er»  ant  re  uers.  0peratj0118  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  ingots  of 

standard  silver  or  gold,  and  alloys  for  minor  coinage,  suit¬ 
able  for  the  coiner,  from  the  metals  legally  delivered  to  him 
for  that  purpose;  and  shall  also  execute  all  the  operations 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  bars  comformable  in 
all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the  gold  and  silver  bullion 
delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  shall  keep  a  careful 
record  of  all  transactions  with  the  superintendent,  noting 
the  weight  and  character  of  the  bullion,  and  shall  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  all  bullion  delivered  to  him  until  the  same  is 
returned  to  the  superintendent  and  the  proper  vouchers 
obtained. 

ut^,pi8^6.  Stet  Sec.  3509.  The  coiner  shall  execute  all  the  operations 

Duties  oir  coin-  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  coins,  conformable  in 
er8‘  all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the  standard  gold  and  silver 

ingots,  and  alloys  for  miuor  coinage,  legally  delivered  to 
him  for  that  purpose;  and  shall  be  responsible  for  all 
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bullion  delivered  to  liim,  until  the  same  is  returned  to  the 
superintendent  and  the  proper  vouchers  obtained. 

Sec.  3510.  The  engraver  shall  prepare  from  the  original  r  duties  of  on. 
dies  already  authorized  all  the  working-dies  required  forgra'er8, 
use  in  the  coinage  of  the  several  mints,  and,  when  new 
coins  or  devices  are  authorized,  shall,  if  required  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  prepare  the  devices,  models,  molds, 
and  matrices,  or  original  dies,  for  the  same;  but  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mint  shall  nevertheless  have  power,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  engage  tem¬ 
porarily  for  this  purpose  the  services  of  one  or  more  artists, 
distinguished  in  their  respective  departments  of  art,  who 
shall  be  paid  for  such  service  from  the  contingent  appro¬ 
priation  for  the  mint  at  Philadelphia. 

Sec.  3511.  The  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  a  Gold  coins  of 
one-dollar  piece,  which,  at  the  staudard  weight  of  twenty-  andtheirwel^ht! 
five  and  eight-tenths  grains,  shall  be  the  unit  of  value;  a 
quarter  eagle,  or  two  and  a  half  dollar  piece;  a  three  dollar 
piece;  a  half  eagle,  or  five  dollar  piece;  an  eagle,  or  ten-dol- 
lar  piece ;  and  a  double-eagle,  or  twenty-dollar  piece.  And 
the  staudard  weight  of  the  gold  dollar  shall  be  twenty-five 
and  eight-tenths  grains;  of  the  quarter-eagle,  or  two  and  a 
half  dollar  piece,  sixty-four  and  a  half  grains;  of  thetliree- 
dollar  piece,  seventy-seven  and  four-tenths  grains;  of  the 
half-eagle,  or  five-dollar  piece,  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
grains;  of  the  eagle,  or  ten  dollar  piece,  two  huudred  and 
fifty-eight  grains;  of  the  double-eagle,  or  twenty-dollar 
piece,  five  huudred  and  sixteen  grains. 

Sec.  3512.  Any  gold  coins  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Reooinage  0f 
States,  when  reduced  in  weight  by  natural  abrasion  more  go  ‘  coma' 
than  one-half  of  one  per  centum  below  the  standard  weight 
prescribed  by  law,  shall  be  recoined. 

Sec.  3513.  The  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  silver  coins  and 
a  trade  dollar,  a  half-dollar,  or  fifty-cent  piece,  a  quarter- theirWe,ght* 
dollar,  or  twenty -five  cent  piece,  a  dime,  or  ten-cent  piece; 
and  the  w  eight  of  the  trade-dollar  shall  be  four  hundred  aud 
twenty  grains  troy;  the  weight  of  the  half-dollar  shall  be 
twelve  grams  and  one-half  of  a  gram;  the  quarter  dollar 
and  the  dime  shall  be,  respectively,  one-half  and  one-fifth 
of  the  weight  of  said  half  dollar. 

Sec.  3514.  The  standard  for  both  gold  and  silver  coins  of  standard  for 
the  United  States  shall  be  such  that  of  one  thousand  parts  f«in*.an  81  ver 
by  weight  nine  hundred  shall  be  of  pure  metal  and  one 
hundred  of  alloy.  The  alloy  of  the  silver  coins  shall  be  of 
copper.  The  alloy  of  the  gold  coins  shall  be  of  copper,  or 
of  copper  and  silver;  but  the  silver  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
one  tenth  of  the  whole  alloy. 

Sec.  3515.  The  minor  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ,.>}inorl  °°iu*; 
a  five-cent  piece,  a  three-cent  piece,  and  a  one-cent  piece,  alloy. 

The  alloy  for  the  five  aud  three  ceutpieces  shall  be  of  cop¬ 
per  and  nickel,  to  be  composed  of  three-fourths  copper  and 
one  fourth  nickel.  The  alloy  of  the  one-cent  piece  shall  be 
ninety-five  per  centum  of  copper  aud  five  per  centum  of  tin 
and  zinc,  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint.  The  weight  of  the  piece  of  five  cents 
shall  be  seven ty-seven  and  sixteen-hundredths  grains  troy; 

S.  Rep.  831,  pt.  4 - 5 
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of  the  three-cent  piece,  thirty  grains;  and  of  the  one-cent 
piece,  forty-eight  grains. 

issue  of  other  Sec.  3316.  No  coins,  either  of  gold,  silver,  or  minor  coin- 
°°a*  ?o° coinage  age,  shall  hereafter  be  issued  from  the  Mint  other  than  those 
for  foreign  <c-  0f  the  denominations,  standards,  and  weights  set  forth  in 

count,  see  act  .  -  7  7  ° 

Jan. 29, 1874,  Vol.  tlll8  Title. 

18,KeViied  stat  Sec.  3317.  Upon  the  coins  there  shall  be  the  following 
ntes,p.697.k  devices  and  legends:  Upon  one  side  there  shall  be  an  im- 
n^nciin8!ion8Pression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  inscription  of ’the 
word  “Liberty”  and  the  year  of  the  coinage,  and  upon  the 
reverse  shall  be  the  figure  or  representation  of  an  eagle, 
with  the  inscriptions  “  United  States  of  America”  and  “  B 
Pluribus  Unurn,”  and  the  designation  of  the  value  of  the 
coin ;  but  on  the  gold  dollar  and  three-dollar  piece,  the  dime, 
five,  three,  and  one  cent  piece,  the  figure  of  the  eagle  shall 
be  omitted;  and  on  the  reverse  of  the  silver  trade-dollar 
the  weight  and  the  fineness  of  the  coin  shall  be  inscribed. 
Gold  and  silver  Sec.  3518.  At  the  option  of  the  owner  gold  or  silver  may 
ars  be  cast  into  bars  of  fine  metal,  or  of  standard  fineness,  or 

unparted,  as  he  may  prefer,  with  a  stamp  upon  the  same 
designating  the  weight  and  fineness,  and  with  such  devices 
impressed  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  prevent 
fraudulent  imitation,  and  no  such  bars  shall  be  issued  of  a 
less  weight  than  five  ounces. 

coining  gold  Sec.  3519.  Any  owner  of  gold  bullion  may  deposit  the 
pmitTma^be  re-  same  at  any  mint,  to  be  formed  into  coin  or  bars  for  his 
fused.  benefit.  It  shall  be  lawful,  however,  to  refuse  any  deposit 

of  less  value  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  any  bullion  so 
base  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  operations  of  the  Mint.  In 
case  where  gold  and  silver  are  combined,  if  either  metal 
be  in  such  small  proportion  that  it  cannot  be  separated 
advantageously,  no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  deposi¬ 
tor  for  its  value. 

mailVbe  rieived  ^EC*  3520.  Any  owuer  of  silver  bullion  may  de]>osit  the 
fo?5foitni^TnTo  same  at  any  mint,  to  be  formed  into  bars,  or  into  dollars  of 
baraortra<redoi-||lc  weight  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  grains  troy,  desig¬ 
nated  in  this  Title  as  trade-dollars,  and  no  deposit  of  silver 
for  other  coinage  shall  be  received.  Silver  bullion  contained 
in  gold  deposits,  aud  separated  therefrom,  may,  however, 
be  paid  for  in  silver  coin,  at  such  valuations  as  may  be,  from 
time  to  time,  established  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 
n<m  eandnRscer  ®EC*  **521.  When  bullion  is  deposited  in  any  of  the  mints, 
taiSingUs value,  it  shall  be  weighed  by  the  superintendent,  and  when  prac¬ 
ticable,  in  the  presence  of  the  depositor,  to  whom  a  receipt 
shall  be  given,  which  shall  state  the  description  and  weight 
of  the  bullion.  When,  however,  the  bullion  is  in  such  a 
state  as  to  require  melting,  or  the  removal  of  base  metals, 
before  its  value  can  be  ascertained,  the  weight,  after  such 
operation,  shall  be  considered  as  the  true  weight  of  the 
bullion  deposited.  The  fitness  of  the  bullion  to  be  received 
shall  be  determined  by  the  assayer,  and  the  mode  of  melt¬ 
ing  by  the  melter  and  refiner. 

Assay  of  bui-  Sec.  3522.  From  every  parcel  of  bullion  deposited  for 
0IL  coinage  of  bars,  the  superintendent  shall  deliver  to  the 

assayer  a  sufficient  portion  for  the  purpose  of  being 
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assayed.  The  bullion  remaining  from  the  operations  of 
the  assay  shall  be  returned  to  the  superintendent  by  the 
assayer. 

Sec.  3523.  The  assayer  shall  report  to  the  superintendent  Awayer  to  r©- 
the  quality  or  fineness  of  the  bullion  assayed  by  him,  and  “qSy 
such  information  as  will  enable  him  to  compute  the  amount  of  bullion  aa- 
of  the  charges  hereinafter  provided  for,  to  be  made  to  the8ayed‘ 
depositor. 

Sec.  3524.  The  charge  for  converting  standard  gold  bul*  charges  for 
lion  into  coin  shall  be  one-fifth  of  one  per  centum.  The  n^ctc*  alto 
charges  for  converting  standard  silver  iuto  trade-dollars  for coin* 
melting  and  refining  when  bullion  is  below  standard,  for 
toughening  when  metals  are  contained  in  it  which  render 
it  unfit  for  coinage,  for  copper  used  for  alloy  when  the 
bullion  is  above  standard,  for  separating  the  gold  and  silver 
when  these  metals  exist  together  in  the  bullion,  and  for  the 
preparation  of  bars,  shall  be  fixed,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  Director,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  so  as  to  equal  but  not  exceed,  in  their  judgment, 
the  actual  average  cost  to  each  mint  and  assay-office  of  the 
material,  labor,  wastage,  and  use  of  machinery  employed 
in  each  of  the  cases  aforementioned. 


Sec.  3525.  The  assayer  shall  verify  all  calculations  made 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  value  of  deposits,  and,  if  sat¬ 
isfied  of  the  correctness  thereof,  shall  countersign  the  cer¬ 
tificate  required  to  be  given  by  the  superintendent  to  the 
depositor. 

Sec.  3520.  In  order  to  procure  bullion  for  the  silver  coin¬ 
age  authorized  by  this  title,  the  superintendents,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  as  to  price,  terms,  and 
quantity,  shall  purchase  such  bullion  with  the  bullion-fund. 
The  gain  arising  from  the  coinage  of  such  silver  bullion  into 
coin  of  a  nominal  value  exceeding  the  cost  thereof  shall  be 
credited  to  a  special  fund  denominated  the  silver-profit  fund. 
This  fund  shall  be  charged  with  the  wastage  incurred  in 
the  silver  coinage,  and  with  the  expense  of  distributing 
such  silver  coius  as  hereinafter  provided.  The  balance  to 
the  credit  of  this  fund  shall  be  from  time  to  time,  and  at 
least  twice  a  year,  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 


Kevised  Stat¬ 
utes.  p.  698. 

Assayer  to  ver¬ 
ify  calculations 
of  the  value  of  de¬ 
posits  and  coun¬ 
tersign  certifi¬ 
cates. 

Purchase  of 
bullion  for  silver 
coinage;  the  siL- 
ver-profit  fund. 


Sec  3527.  Silver  coins  other  than  the  trade-dollar  shall  Paying  out  su- 
be  paid  out  at  the  several  mints,  and  at  the  assay-office  iu  coinTiSthorilSd! 
New  York  City,  in  exchange  for  gold  coins  at  par,  in  sums 
not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars.  It  shall  be  lawful,  also, 
to  transmit  parcels  of  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
assistant  treasurers,  depositaries,  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States,  under  general  regulations  proposed  by 
the  Director  of  the  Mint,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall,  however, 
prevent  the  payment  of  silver  coins,  at  their  nominal  value, 
for  silver  parted  from  gold,  as  provided  in  this  Title,  or  for 
change  less  than  one  dollar  in  settlement  for  gold  deposits. 

But  for  two  years  after  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  eight¬ 
een  hundred  and  seventy-three,  silver  coins  shall  be  paid 
at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  assay-office  in  New 
York  City  for  silver  bullion  purchased  for  coinage,  under 
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such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
purchase  of  Sec.  352  For  the  purchase  of  metal  for  the  minor  coiu* 
a£°  authorized  by  this  Title,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  thou- 
nor  coinage  prof  sand  dollars  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
t"fpa  transferred  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit 

of  the  superintendent  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  at  which 
establishment  only,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  such 
coinage  shall  bo  carried  on.  The  superintendent,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  as  to  price,  terms,  and 
quantity,  shall  purchase  the  metal  required  for  such  coinage 
by  public  advertisement,  and  the  lowest  and  best  bid  shall 
be  accepted,  the  fineness  of  the  metals  to  be  determined  ou 
the  mint  assay.  The  gain  arising  from  the  coinage  of  such 
metals  into  coin  of  a  nominal  value,  exceeding  the  cost 
thereof,  shall  be  credited  to  the  special  fund  denominated 
the  minor-coinage  profitfund ;  and  this  fund  shall  be  charged 
with  the  wastage  incurred  in  such  coinage,  and  with  the 
cost  of  distributing  said  coins  as  hereinafter  provided.  The 
balance  remaining  to  the  credit  of  this  fund,  and  any  bal¬ 
ance  of  profits  accrued  from  minor  coinage  under  former 
acts,  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  least  twice  a  year, 
covered  into  the  Treasury. 

to-  3529.  The  minor  coins  authorized  by  this  Title  may, 

dcmption! 8  ’  at  the  discretion  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  be  delivered  in 

any  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  cost  of  the  Mint,  for  transportation,  and  shall  be  ex¬ 
changeable  at  par  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  the  superintendent,  for  any  other  coin  of  copper, 
bronze,  or  copper-nickel  heretofore  authorized  by  law.  It 
shall  be  lawftxl  for  the  Treasurer  and  the  several  assistaut 
treasurers  and  depositaries  of  the  United  States  to  redeem, 
in  lawful  money,  under  such  rules  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  copper,  bronze,  and 
copper-nickel  coins  authorized  by  law  when  jjreseuted  in 
sums  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars.  Whenever,  under 
this  authority,  these  coins  are  presented  for  redemption  in 
such  quantity  as  to  show  the  amount  outstanding  to  be 
redundant,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  and 
required  to  direct  that  such  coinage  shall  cease  until  other¬ 
wise  ordered  by  him. 

u**-  stat  Sec.  3530.  Parcels  of  bullion  shall  be,  from  time  to  time, 
u  Transfer  of  transferred  by  the  superintendent  to  the  melter  and  refiner. 

intofiu careful  record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and 
gots.  character  of  the  bullion,  shall  be  kept,  and  vouchers  shall 

be  takeu  for  the  delivery  of  the  same,  duly  receipted  by  the 
melter  and  refiner.  The  bullion  thus  placed  in  the  hands 
of.  the  melter  and  refiner  shall  bo  subjected  to  the  several 
processes  which  may  be  necessary  to  form  it  into  iugots  of 
the  legal  standard,  and  of  a  quality  suitable  for  coinage, 
gave^^mi^w’  Sec.  3531.  The  iugots  so  prepared  shall  be  assayed.  If 
celpted  for.  they  prove  to  be  within  the  limits  allowed  for  deviation 
from  the  standard,  the  assayer  shall,  certify  the  fact  to  the 
superintendent,  who  shall  thereupon  receipt  for  the  same, 
aud  transfer  them  to  the  coiner. 
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Sec.  3532.  The  superintendent  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
deliver  to  the  coiner  ingots  for  the  purpose  of  coinage.  A  Coinage00  er  0 
careful  record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and 
character  of  the  bullion  shall  be  kept,  and  vouchers  shall 
be  taken  for  the  delivery  of  the  same,  duly  receipted  by  the 
coiner.  The  ingots  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  coiner 
shall  be  subjected  to  the  several  processes  necessary  to 
make  from  them  coins  in  all  respects  conformable  to  law. 

Sec.  3533.  No  ingots  shall  be  used  for  coinage  which  dif- 
fer  from  the  legal  standard  more  than  the  following  propor-  coinage, 
tions,  namely :  In  gold  ingots,  one  thousandth;  in  silver 
ingots,  three  thousandths;  in  minor  coinage  alloys,  twenty- 
five  thousandths,  in  the  proportion  of  nickel. 

Sec.  3534.  The  melter  and  refiner  shall  prepare  all  bars  ^rrepmrationand 
required  for  the  payment  of  deposits;  but  the  fineness  ^payment  ™ 
thereof  shall  be  ascertained  and  stamped  thereon  by  the  «i®po«ite. 
assayer.  The  melter  and  refiner  shall  deliver  such  bars  to 
the  superintendent,  who  shall  receipt  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3535.  In  adjusting  the  weights  of  the  gold  coins,  the  loJSn^SuuIt! 
following  deviations  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  single  in*  weight*  of 
piece:  In  the  double  eagle  and  the  eagle,  one-half  of  agoTdcoin8 
grain;  in  the  half-eagle,  the  three  dollar  piece,  the  quarter- 
eagle,  and  the  oue-dollar  piece,  one-fourth  of  a  grain.  And 
in  weighing  a  number  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered  by 
the  coiner  to  the  superintendent,  and  by  the  superintendent 
to  the  depositor,  the  deviation  from  the  standard  weight 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundredth  of  an  ounce  in  five  thousand 
dollars  in  double-eagles,  eagles,  half-eagles,  or  quarter- 
eagles,  in  one  thousand  three-dollar  pieces,  and  in  one  thou¬ 
sand  one  dollar  pieces. 

Sec.  3536.  In  adjusting  the  weight  of  the  silver  coins  the  of  coins, 
following  deviations  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  single 
piece:  In  the  dollar,  the  half  and  quarter  dollar,  and  in  the 
dime,  one  and  one-half  grains.  And  in  weighing  [aj  large  [The  word  * 
number  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered  by  the  coiner  to  n8n^inafft?r 
the  superintendent,  and  by  the  superintendent  to  the  depos-  “weighing,’’  bv 
itor,  the  deviations  from  the  standard  weight  shall  not  ex-  m7,°voh  i»,  p. 
ceed  two-hundredths  of  an  ounce  in  one  thousand  dollars,  240  ) 
half-dollars,  or  quarter-dollars,  and  one-liundredth  of  an 
ounce  in  one  thousand  dimes. 

Sec.  3537.  In  adjusting  the  weight  of  the  minor  coins  ofraiuorcoin*. 
provided  by  this  Title,  there  shall  be  no  greater  deviation 
allowed  than  three  grains  for  the  five-cent  piece  and  two 
grains  for  the  three  and  one  cent  pieces. 

Sec.  3538.  The  coiner  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  coins  by*  coiner 
are  prepared,  deliver  them  to  the  superintendent,  who  shall  and  trial  of 
receipt  for  the  same,  apd  who  shall  keep  a  careful  record  of piecwl 
their  kind,  number,  and  actual  weight.  In  receiving  coins 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  ascertain,  by 
the  trial  of  a  number  of  single  pieces  separately,  whether 
the  coins  of  that  delivery  are  within  the  legal  limits  of  the 
standard  weight;  and  if  his  trials  for  this  purpose  shall 
not  prove  satisfactory,  he  shall  cause  all  the  coins  of  such 
delivery  to  be  weighed  separately,  and  such  as  are  not  of 
legal  weight  shall  be  defaced  and  delivered  to  the  melter 
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and  refiner  as  standard  bullion,  to  be  again  formed  into 
ingots  and  recoined;  or  tlie  whole  delivery  may,  if  more 
convenient,  be  remelted. 

b©T^JieSi^ana  Sec.  3539.  At  every  delivery  of  coins  made  by  the  coiner 
tr  a  ii  sm  i  1 1  o  a  to  a  superintendent,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintend- 
miSiatWfadi'i  ’  ent,  the  presence  of  the  assayer,  to  take  indiscriminately 

pM*.  a  certain  number  of  pieces  of  each  variety  for  the  annual 

trial  of  coins,  the  number  for  gold  coins  being  not  less  than 
one  piece  for  each  one  thousand  pieces  or  any  fractional  part 
of  one  thousand  pieces  delivered;  and  for  silver  coins  one 
piece  for  each  two  thousand  pieces  or  any  fractional  part  of 
two  thousand  pieces  delivered.  The  pieces  so  taken  shall  be 
carefully  sealed  up  in  an  envelope,  properly  labeled,  stating 
the  date  of  the  delivery,  the  number  and  denomination  of  the 
pieces  inclosed,  and  the  amount  of  the  delivery  from  which 
they  were  taken.  These  sealed  parcels  containing  the  re¬ 
served  pieces  shall  be  deposited  in  a  pyx,  designated  for  the 
purpose  at  each  mint,  which  shall  be  kept  under  the  joint  care 
of  the  superintendent  and  assayer,  and  be  so  secured  that 
neither  can  have  access  to  its  contents  without  the  presence 
of  the  other,  and  the  reserved  pieces  in  their  sealed  envel¬ 
opes  from  the  coinage  of  each  mint  shall  be  transmitted 
quarterly  to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia.  A  record  shall  also 
be  kept  at  the  same  time  of  the  number  and  denomination  of 
the  pieces  so  taken  for  the  annual  trial  of  coins,  and  of  the 
number  and  denominationsof  thepieces  represented  by  them 
and  so  delivered,  a  copy  of  which  record  shall  be  transmitted 
quarterly  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint.  Other  pieces  may, 
at  any  time,  be  taken  for  such  tests  as  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  shall  prescribe. 

ot^p*7oo.  StAt*  Sec.  3540.  The  coiner  shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  to 
the  superintendent  the  clippings  and  other  portions  of  bul- 
pinga,  etc.  lion  remainj„g  after  the  process  of  coining;  and  the  super¬ 
intendent  shall  receipt  forthe  sameand  keep  a  careful  record 
of  their  weight  and  character. 

montaof}acrounte8  Sec.  3541.  The  superintendent  shall  debit  the  coiner  with 
of  roiuer,  and  of  the  amount  in  weight  of  standard  metal  of  all  the  bullion 
1  J  placed  in  his  hands,  and  credit  him  with  the  amount  in 
weight  of  all  the  coins,  clippings,  and  other  bullion  returned 
by  him  to  the  superintendent.  Once  at  least  in  every  year, 
and  at  such  time  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  appoint, 
there  shall  be  an  accurate  and  full  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  coiner,  and  the  melter  and  refiner,  at  which  time  those 
officers  shall  deliver  up  to  the  superintendent  all  the  coius, 
clippings,  and  other  bullion  in  their  possession,  respectively, 
accompanied  by  statements  of  all  the  bullion  delivered  to 
them  since  the  last  annual  settlement,  and  all  tbe  bullion 
returned  by  them  during  the  same  period,  including  the 
amount  returned  for  the  purpose  of  settlement. 
f°r  Sec.  3542.  When  all  the  coius,  clippings,  and  other  bul- 
M  lion  have  been  delivered  to  the  superintendent,  it  shall  be 
his  duty  to  examine  the  accounts  and  statements  rendered 
by  the  coiner  and  the  melter  and  refiner.  The  difference 
between  the  amount  charged  and  credited  to  each  officer 
shall  be  allowed  as  necessary  wastage,  if  the  superintend¬ 
ent  shall  be  satisfied  that  there  has  been  a  bona-hde  waste 


melter  and  re 
liner. 
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of  the  precious  metals,  and  if  the  amount  shall  not  exceed, 
in  the  case  of  the  melter  and  refiner,  one  thousandth  of  the 
whole  amount  of  gold,  and  one  and  one-half  thousandths  of 
the  whole  amount  of  silver  delivered  to  him  since  the  last 
annual  settlement,  and  in  the  case  of  the  coiner,  oue-thou- 
sandtli  of  the  whole  amount  of  silver,  and  one-half  thou¬ 
sandth  of  the  whole  amount  of  gold  that  has  been  delivered 
to  him  by  the  superintendent.  All  copper  used  in  the  alloy 
of  gold  and  silver  bullion  shall  be  separately  charged  to  the 
melter  and  refiner,  and  accounted  for  by  him. 

Sec.  3543.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  b  statement  t  of 
to  forward  a  correct  statement  of  his  balance-sheet,  at  the  1>©  forwarded  by 
close  of  such  settlement,  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint;  who 
shall  compare  the  total  amount  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  Mint, 
and  coin  on  hand  with  the  total  liabilities  of  the  mint.  At 
the  same  time  a  statement  of  the  ordinary  expense  account, 
and  the  moneys  therein,  shall  also  be  made  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent. 

Sec.  3544.  When  the  coins  or  bars  which  are  the  equiv- ^*1*^*7  of 
alent  to  auy  deposit  of  bullion  are  ready  for  delivery,  they  to 

shall  be  paid  to  the  depositor,  or  his  order,  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent;  and  the  payments  shall  be  made,  if  demanded,  in 
the  order  in  which  the  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  to 
the  mint.  In  cases,  however,  where  there  is  delay  in  ma¬ 
nipulating  a  refractory  deposit,  or  for  any  other  unavoid¬ 
able  cause,  the  payment  of  subsequent  deposits,  the  value 
of  which  is  known,  shall  not  be  delayed  thereby.  In  the 
denominations  of  coin  delivered,  the  superintendent  shall 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  depositor,  except  when  im¬ 
practicable  or  inconvenient  to  do  so. 

Sec.  3545.  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  mints  and  stat' 

the  assay-office  in  New  York  to  make  returns  to  depositors w  Payment  in 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the h^dvah?e 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  in  such  mints  and  assay-  ascertained, 
office,  when  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  thereof, 
such  an  amount  of  public  money,  or  bullion  procured  for 
the  purpose,  as  he  shall  judge  convenient  and  necessary, 
out  of  which  those  who  bring  bullion  to  the  said  mints  and 
assay-office  may  be  paid  the  value  thereof,  in  coin  or  bars, 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  value  has  been  ascertained. 

On  payment  thereof  being  made,  the  bullion  so  deposited 
shall  become  the  property  of  the  United  States.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  however,  at  any  time  with¬ 
draw  the  fund,  or  any  portion  thereof. 

Sec,  3546.  Unparted  bullion  may  be  exchanged  at  any  n mil 
of  the  mints  for  fine  bars,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  f0nrPfl^ar".  °n 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  fineness, 
weight,  and  value  of  the  bullion  received  and  given  in  ex¬ 
change  shall  in  all  cases  be  determined  by  the  Mint  assay. 

The  charge  to  the  depositor  for  refining  or  parting  shall 
not  exceed  that  allowed  and  deducted  for  the  same  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  exchange  of  unrefined  for  refined  bullion. 

Sec.  3547.  To  secure  a  due  conformity  in  the  gold  and  «f 

silver  coins  to  their  respective  standards  of  fineness  and  wutay-commii* 
weight,  the  judge  of  the  district  court  for  the  eastern 8ioner8* 
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district  of*  Pennsylvania,  tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Currency, 
the  assnyer  of  the  assay-office  at  New  York,  and  such 
other  persons  as  the  President  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
designate,  shall  meet  as  assay-commissioners,  at  the  mint 
in  Philadelphia,  to  examine  and  test,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  the  fineness  and  weight  of  the  coins 
reserved  by  the  several  mints  for  this  purpose,  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  Wednesday  in  February,  annually,  and  may  continue 
their  meeting  by  adjournment,  if  necessary.  If  a  majority 
of  the  commissioners  fail  to  attend  at  any  time  appointed 
for  their  meeting,  the  Directorof  the  Mint  shall  call  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  commissioners  at  such  other  time  as  be  may  deem 
convenient.  If  it  appears  by  such  examination  and  test 
that  these  coins  do  not  differ  from  the  standard  fineness 
and  weight  by  a  greater  quantity  than  is  allowed  by  law, 
the  trial  shall  be  considered  and  reported  as  satisfactory. 
If,  however,  any  greater  deviation  from  the  legal  standard 
or  weight  appears,  this  fact  shall  be  certified  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent ;  and  if,  on  a  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  lie 
shall  so  decide,  the  officers  implicated  in  the  error  shall  be 
thenceforward  disqualified  from  holding  their  respective 
offices. 

Sec.  3548.  For  the  purposeof  securing  a  due  conformity 
in  weight  of  the  coins  of  the  United  States  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  Title,  the  brass  troy-pound  weight  procured  by 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  for  the  use  of  the  Mint, 
and  now  in  the  custody  of  the  mint  in  Philadelphia,  shall 
be  the  standard  troy  pound  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  conformably  to  which  the  coinage  thereof  shall  be 
regulated. 

Sec.  3549.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
to  procure  for  each  mint  and  assay -office,  to  be  kept  safely 
thereat,  a  series  of  standard  weights  corresponding  to  the 
standard  troy  pound  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  one  pound  weight  and  the  requisite  subdivisions 
and  multiples  thereof,  from  the  hundredth  part  of  a  grain 
to  twenty-five  pounds.  The  troy  weight  ordinarily  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  transaction  of  such  mints  and  assay  offices 
shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  above  standards  at  least 
once  in  every  year,  under  the  inspection  of  the  superintend¬ 
ent  and  assayer ;  and  the  accuracy  of  those  used  at  the  mint 
at  Philadelphia  shall  bo  tested  annually,  in  the  presence  of 
the  assay  commissioners,  at  the  time  of  the  annual  examina¬ 
tion  and  test  of  coins. 

Sec.  3550.  The  obverse  working  dies  at  each  mint  shall, 
at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  be  defaced  and  destroyed 
by  the  coiner  in  the  presence  of  the  superintendent  and 
assayer. 

Sec.  3551.  Dies  of  a  national  character  may  be  executed 
by  the  engraver,  and  national  and  other  medals  struck  by 
the  coiner  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  under  such  regu¬ 
lations  as  the  superintendent,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  may  prescribe.  Such  work  shall  not, 
however,  interfere  with  the  regular  coinage  operations,  and 
no  private  medal  dies  shall  be  prepared  at  any  mint,  or 
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the  machinery  or  apparatus  thereof  be  used  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

Sec.  3552.  The  moneys  arising  from  all  charges  and  de*  Money  arising 
ductions  on  and  from  gold  and  silver  bullion  and  the  maim* 
facture  of  medals,  and  from  all  other  sources,  except  as  pro*  into  11,0 
vided  by  this  Title,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  covered  into  Mur} 
the  Treasury,  and  no  part  of  such  deductions  or  metal 
charges,  or  profit  on  silver  or  minor  coinage,  shall  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  salaries  or  wages.  All  expenditures  of  the  mints 
and  assay  offices,  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  shall 
be  paid  from  appropriations  made  by  law  on  estimates  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  3553.  The  business  of  the  United  States  assay-office  Bn8j?€88 <***- 
at  New  York  shall  be  in  all  respects  similar  to  that  of  the  Y«rkfficea  ew 
mints,  except  that  bars  only,  and  not  coin,  shall  be  manu¬ 
factured  therein ;  and  no  metals  shall  be  purchased  for  minor 
coinage.  All  bullion  intended  by  the  depositor  to  be  con¬ 
verted  into  coins,  of  the  United  States,  and  silver  bullion 
purchased  for  coinage,  when  assayed,  parted,  and  refined, 
and  its  net  value  certified,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  mint 
at  Philadelphia,  under  such  directions  as  shall  be  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  expense  of  the  contin¬ 
gent  fund  of  the  Mint,  and  shall  be  there  coined,  and  the 
proceeds  returned  to  the  assay-office.  And  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  Mie  adjustment  of  the  accounts  upon  such 
transfers  between  the  respective  offices. 

Sec.  3554.  The  officers  of  the  assay-office  at  New  York  Appointment^ 
shall  be  a  superintendent,  an  assayer,  and  a  melter  and  Yo?k”  at  e" 
refiner;  each  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec1.  3555.  The  duties  of  the  superintendent,  the  assayer,  untie*,  etc.,  of 
and  the  melter  and  refiner  of  the  assay-office  at  New  York^S™  at  *  ”w 
shall  correspond  to  those  of  superintendents,  assayers,  and 
melters  and  refiners  of  mints;  and  all  the  provisions  of  this 
Title  relating  to  mints  and  their  officers,  the  duties  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  such  officers,  and  others  employed  therein, 
the  oaths  to  be  taken,  and  the  bonds  and  sureties  to  be 
given  by  them,  shall  extend,  as  far  as  tbe  same  may  be 
applicable,  to  the  assay-office  at  New  York,  and  to  its 
officers,  clerks,  and  employes. 

Sec.  3556.  The  officers  of  the  assay-office  at  New  York  Salaries  of  offi- 
shali  be  entitled  to  the  following  salaries:  Yo?k.  at 

First.  The  superintendent,  to  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year. 

Second.  The  assayer,  to  three  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Third.  The  melter  and  refiner,  to  three  thousand  dollars.  ana  Stories6  «r 

Sec.  3557.  The  appointment  and  compensation  of  assist- assistants  ana 
ants,  clerks,  and  workmen  in  the  assay-office  at  New  York  ySfk!y£,satNew 
shall  be  regulated  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  in 
regard  to  mints. 

Sec.  3558.  The  business  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  8 
at  Denver,  while  conducted  as  an  assay-office,  that  of  the  ana  assay -offices 
United  States  assay-office  at  Boise  City,  and  that  of  any  char°iott£ity  and 
other  assay-offices  hereafter  established,  shall  bo  confined 
to  the  receipt  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  for  melting  and 
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assaying,  to  be  returned  to  depositors  of  the  same,  in  bars, 
with  the  weight  and  fineness  stamped  thereon. 
ofofS^eMatDt”1  ®ec.  3559.  The  officers  of  the  assay -offices  embraced  by 
ver,  the  preceding  section  shall  be,  when  their  respective  serv- 

and  charlotte.  jce8  are  required,  an  assayer  and  a  melter;  each  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Their  salaries  shall  not  exceed 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a  year  each. 

Powers  and  da-  Sec.  3500.  The  assayer  at  each  of  the  assay  offices  em* 
iteMwyRoS.rH  braced  by  section  thirty-five  hundred  and  tiity-eight,  shall 
have  general  charge  of  the  office;  and  may  employ,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Director  of  the  Miut,  such  clerks,  work¬ 
men,  and  laborers  as  may  be  authorized  therefor  by  law; 
and  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  disbursing  agent  for  the 
ofCrr£tion  exl)enses  the  office  under  his  charge.  The  salaries  paid 
o  empoy  a.  ^  clerks  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  a  year  each.  Workmen  and  laborers  shall  receive  such 
wages  as  are  customary  according  to  their  respective  sta¬ 
tions  and  occupations. 

n  *ftp*703  sut  Sec.  35G1.  Each  officer  and  clerk  appointed  at  either  of 
Bond  and  oath  the  assay-offices  embraced  by  section  thirty-five  hundred 
ciork°fflcer  *nd  an(l  fifty-eight  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  take  an  oath  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Title  xix, 
“Provisions  APPLYING  [applicable]  to  several 
classes  of  officers,”  and  shall  give  a  bond  to  the  United 
States,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  satisfactory  to  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Miut  or  to  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  office  to  which  he  is 
appointed  is  located,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  duties.  [See  §§  1756,  1757.] 
ing  ^EC*  3562.  All  provisions  of  law  for  the  regulation  of 

t«  nded  to  ansay  mints,  the  government  of  officers  and  persons  employed 
ofl[s^eReviHod  therein,  and  for  the  punishment  of  all  offenses  connected 
stautteH,  aec.  with  mints  or  coinage,  shall  extend  to  all  assay-offices  as 
far  as  applicable. 

Jt!biiiSh1e<fvste,n  Sec.  3563.  The  money  of  account  of  the  United  States 
Apr.  2  1792.  «er.  shall  be  expressed  in  dollars  or  units,  dimes  or  tenths,  cents, 
2o,  voi.  i, p.  246.  or  hundredths,  and  mills  or  thousandths,  a  dime  being  the 
tenth  part  of  a  dollar,  acentthe  hundredth  part  of  a  dollar, 
a  mill  the  thousandth  part  of  a  dollar;  and  all  accounts  in 
the  public  offices  and  all  proceedings  in  the  courts  shall 
be  kept  and  had  in  conformity  to  this  regulation, 
eign^coiniif  how  ®EC-  3564.  The  value  of  foreign  coin  as  expressed  in  the 
ascertained.  money  of  account  of  the  United  States  shall  be  that  of  the 
2^?^;  piire  metal  of  such  coin  of  standard  value;  and  the  values 
p,®02.  of  the  standard  coins  in  circulation  of  the  various  nations 

of  the  world  shall  be  estimated  annually  by  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  and  be  proclaimed  on  the  first  day  of  January  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

a  ovft,ln°o  i°fn  tho  Sec.  3565.  In  all  pay  men  ts  by  or  to  the  Treasury,  whether 
p^uVndrB0ti?irncOr  made  here  or  in  foreign  countries,  where  it  becomes  neces¬ 
sary  to  compute  the  value  of  the  sovereign  or  pound  ster¬ 
ling,  it  shall  be  deemed  equal  to  four  dollars  eighty-six 
cents  and  six  and  one  half  mills,  and  the  same  rule  shall 
be  applied  in  appraising  merchandise  imported  where  the 
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value  is,  by  the  invoice,  in  sovereigns  or  pounds  sterling, 
and  in  the  construction  of  contracts  payable  in  sovereigns 
or  pounds  sterling;  and  this  valuation  shall  be  the  par  of 
exchange  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States; 
and  all  contracts  made  after  the  first  day  of  January,  eight¬ 
een  hundred  and  seventy-four,  based  on  an  assumed  par  of 
exchange  with  Great  Britain  of  fifty- four  pence  to  the  dol¬ 
lar,  or  four  dollars  forty-four  and  four-ninths  cents  to  the 
sovereign  or  pound  sterling,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sec.  3560.  All  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  received  in  of 

payment  for  moneys  due  to  the  United  States  shall,  before  Feb*?,  1793,  k©c. 
being  issued  in  circulation,  be  coined  anew.  Feb, 21.1857,  sec.  2,  Vo!'.  ii,  p.88.* 

Sec.  3567.  The  pieces  commonly  known  as  the  quarter,  Spanish  and 
eighth,  and  sixteenth  of  the  Spanish  pillar  dollar,  and  of  the  Feb^i,oii857, 
Mexican  dollar,  shall  be  receivable  at  the  Treasury  of  the®*®-1*  Vo1*u»p’ 
United  States,  and  its  several  offices,  and  at  the  several 
post-offices  and  land-offices,  at  the  rates  of  valuation  fol¬ 
lowing:  the  fourth  of  a  dollar,  or  piece  of  two  reals,  at 
twenty  cents;  the  eighth  of  a  dollar,  or  piece  of  one  real, 
at  ten  cents;  and  the  sixteenth  of  a  dollar,  or  half- real,  at 
five  cents.  * 

Sec.  3568.  The  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  8i^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  prescribe  such  regula-  age. 
tions  as  are  necessary  and  proper,  to  secure  the  transmission  gee.*?.'  21’  1857, 
of  the  coins  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section  to  the  mint 
for  recoinage,  and  the*  [rejturn  or  distribution  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  thereof,  when  deemed  expedient,  and  may  prescribe 
such  forms  of  account  as  are  appropriate  and  applicable  to 
the  circumstances.  The  expenses  incident  to  such  trans¬ 
mission  or  distribution,  and  of  recoinage,  shall  be  charged 
against  the  account  of  silver  profit  and  loss,  and  the  net 
profits,  if  any,  shall  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  into  the 
Treasury. 

******* 

Sec.  3584.  No  foreign  gold  or  silver  coins  shall  be  a  legal  ut<».p.708. 
tender  in  payment  of  debts.  Feb.  21, 1357, see.  3 

Sec.  3585.  The  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  a  u°w  coin*  of 
legal  tender  in  all  payments  at  their  nominal  value  when  suuU.  nited. 
not  below  the  standard  weight  and  limit  of  tolerance  pro-  8eJfe ^  vw18!?' 
vided  by  law  for  the  single  piece,  and,  when  reduced  in  Juiae.  ’  ’ 

weight  below  such  standard  and  tolerance,  shall  be  a  legal 
tender  at  valuation  in  proportion  to  their  actual  weight. 

Sec.  3586.  The  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  silver  coins  of 
a  legal  tender  at  their  nominal  value  for  any  amount  notsutes.1  nlted 
exceeding  five  dollars  in  any  one  payment. 

Sec.  3587.  The  minor  coins  of  the  United  States  shall  be  Minorooina. 
a  legal  tender  at  their  nominal  value  for  any  amount  not 
exceeding  twenty  five  cents  in  any  one  payment. 

Sec.  3700.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  purchase  Kevif*£  stat* 
coin  with  any  of  the  bonds  or  notes  of  the  United  States,  ut?o?ci has e  of 
authorized  by  law,  at  such  rates  and  upon  such  terms  as  he00^^  ]7  im 
may  deem  most  advantageous  to  the  public  interest.  wc.  1.V01V12,  p! 

*  #  #  #  *  m  #  370. 


*  See  act  of  February  21,  1857,  ch.  56,  sec.  2. 
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Ke\iw^  stat-  Sec.  5457.  Every  person  who  falsely  makes,  forges,  or 
'^counterfeiting  counterfeits,  or  causes,  or  procures  to  be  falsely  made, 
J?o°in<l  °r  *ilver  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aids,  or  assists  in 
c°Fei>.  12.  m3,  falsely  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  coin  or  bars 
H©C;  si,  Voi.  i7.  p.  ^  resemblance  or  similitude  of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  or 
bars  which  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  coined  or 
stamped  at  the  mints  and  assay  offices  of  the  United  States, 

.  or  in  resemblance  or  similitude  of  any  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coin  which  by  law  is,  or  hereafter  may  be  made,  current 
in  the  United  States,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circulation 
as  money  within  the  United  States,  or  who  passes,  utters, 
publishes,  or  sells,  or  attempts  to  pass,  utter,  publish,  or 
sell,  or  bring  into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign  place, 
or  has  in  his  possession,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counter¬ 
feited  coin  or  bars,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  or 
counterfeited  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
five  thousand  dollars  and  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor 
not  more  than  ten  years. 

comiterfeiung  Sec.  5458.  Every  person  who  falsely  makes,  forges,  or 

F©b.ci2U8i873,  counterfeits,  or  causes,  or  procures  to  be  falsely  made, 
8©c.62,voU7,p.  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aids,  or  assists  in 
falsely  making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  coin  in  the 
resemblance  or  similitude  of  any  of  the  minor  coinage 
which  lias  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  coined  at  the  mints 
of  the  United  States;  or  who  passes,  utters,  publishes,  or 
sells,  or  brings  into  the  United  States  from  any  foreign 
place,  or  has  in  his  possession,  any  such  false,  forged,  or 
counterfeited  coin,  with  intent  to  defraud  any  person  what¬ 
soever,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars  and  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not 
more  than  three  years. 

co^reilating  ®EC‘  Every  Person  who  fraudulently,  by  any  art, 
00  nage-  way,  or  means,  defaces,  mutilates,  impairs,  diminishes,  falsi¬ 
fies,  scales,  or  lightens  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  have 
been,  or  which  may  hereafter  be,  coined  at  the  mints  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  foreign  gold  or  silver  coins  which 
are  by  law  made  current  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circula¬ 
tion  as  money  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  impris¬ 
oned  not  more  than  two  years  and  fined  not  more  than  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Debasement  of  Sec.  5400.  If  any  of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  struck  or 
office rs1?? the  coined  at  any  of  the  mints  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
mint.  debased,  or  made  worse  as  to  the  proportion  of  tine  gold  or 

fine  silver  therein  contained;  or  shall  be  of  less  weight  or 
value  than  the  same  ought  to  be,  pursuant  to  law ;  or  if  any 
of  the  weights  used  at  any  of  the  mints  or  assay  offices  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  defaced,  increased,  or  diminished 
through  the  fault  or  connivance  of  any  of  the  officers  or  per¬ 
sons  who  are  employed  at  the  said  mints  or  assay  offices, 
with  a  fraudulent  intent  ;  and  if  any  of  the  said  officers  or 
persons  shall  embezzle  any  of  the  metals  at  any  time  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  charge  for  the  purpose  of  being  coined,  or 
any  of  the  coins  struck  or  coined  at  the  said  mints,  or  any 
medals,  coins,  or  other  moneys  of  said  mints  or  assay-offices 
at  any  time  committed  to  their  charge,  or  of  which  they 
may  have  assumed  the  charge,  every  such  officer  or  person 
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who  commits  any  or  either  of  the  said  offenses  shall  be  im¬ 
prisoned  at  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year 
nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  shall  be  lined  in  a  sum  not 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5461.  Every  person  who,  except  as  authorized  by  ut[*8eVp^w‘stat* 
law,  makes,  or  causes  to  be  made,  or  utters  or  passes,  or  iu  king  or  ut- 
attempts  to  utter  or  pass,  any  coius  of  gold  or  silver  or  other 
metal,  or  alloys  of  metals,  intended  for  the  use  and  purpose  money, 
of  current  money,  whether  in  the  resemblance  of  coins  of voi" 13,  p8, m64’ 
the  United  States  or  of  foreign  countries,  or  of  original 
design,  shall  be  punished  by  line  of  not  more  thau  three 
thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  more  than  live 
years,  or  both. 

Sec.  5462.  Everv  person  not  lawfully  authorized,  who  Making  or  is. 
makes,  issues,  or  passes,  or  causes  to  be  made,  issued,  or  minor  coins, 
passed,  any  coin,  card,  token  or  device  in  metal  or  its  com- 

pounds,  which  may  be  intended  to  be  used  as  money  for  47. . 

auy  one-cent,  two-eent,  tbree-cent,  or  five-ceut  piece,  now  5/V0L13; 
or  hereafter  authorized  by  law,  or  for  coins  of  equal  value,  i>- w- 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  oue  thousand 
dollars  and  by  imprisonment  not  more  than  five  years. 

•  •  •  •  •  »  * 


ACT  OF  JANUARY  14,  1875. 

To  provide  for  the  reeumption  of  specie  payments.  y0i  p  2ge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  is«ue  of  sub- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ishereby  authorized  and  required,  ^^orB  j/j  ®er 
as  rapidly  as  practicable,  to  cause  to  be  coined,  at  the  mints  demption  of  frac 
of  the  United  States,  silver  coins  of  the  denominations  of  authorised?61105* 
ten,  twenty-live,  and  fifty  cents,  of  standard  value,  and  to 
issue  them  in  redemption  of  an  equal  number  and  amount 
of  fractional  currency  of  similar  denominations,  or,  at  his 
discretion,  he  may  issue  such  silver  coins  through  the  mints, 
the  sub-treasuries,  public  depositaries  and  post-offices  of 
the  United  States;  and,  upon  such  issue,  he  is  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  and  required  to  redeem  an  equal  amount  of  such 
fractional  currency,  until  the  whole  amount  of  such  frac¬ 
tional  currency  outstanding  shall  be  redeemed. 

Sec.  2.  That  so  much  of  section  three  thousand  five  hun-  Abolishing  the 
dred  and  twenty-four  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  SIS  fo?  gohi 
States  as  provides  for  a  charge  of  one  fifth  of  one  per  centum fjJjj 
for  converting  standard  gold  bullion  into  coin  is  hereby  re-  statutes, 3524. 
pealed ;  and  hereafter  no  charge  shall  be  made  for  that 
service. 

Sec.  3.  That  section  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  sev-  ^5^°^  li,nci; 
enty-seven  of  the  Levised  Statutes,  limiting  the  aggregate  gate “amoJlft^of 
amount  of  circulating  notes  of  national  banking  associations  ur£ n  aV”!  a  n k 
be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed ;  and  each  existing  banking  asso-  notes, 
ciatiou  may  increase  its  circulating  notes  in  accordance  with  st^ut?8e5i77 .^d 
existing  law  without  respect  to  said  aggregate  limit;  and 
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new  banking  associations  may  be  organized  in  accordance 
with  existing  law  without  respect  to  said  aggregate  limit; 
Repeal  of  pro-  and  the  provisions  of  law  for  the  withdrawal  and  redistribu- 
draw aland  ^dis-  tiou  of  national  bank  currency  among  the  several  States  and 
t^utioiQi  of  na- Territories  are*  hereby  repealed.  And  whenever,  and  so 
cuiation*11  c  r  often,  as  circulating  notes  shall  be  issued  to  any  such  bank- 
statu te«e 51 8i°  d  ing  association,  so  increasing  its  capital  or  circulating  notes, 
‘  united  statea  or  so  newly  organized  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
$3oo, ooo,  wo^to8 be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  redeem  the  legal-tender  United 
redeemed  in  a cer-  States  notes  in  excess  ouly  of  three  hundred  million  of  dol- 
c?JS>*eaof0n^n  lars,  to  the  amount  of  eighty  per  centum  of  the  sum  of  nation- 
UonUlk  circula  al  bank  notes  so  issued  to  any  such  banking  association  as 
aforesaid  and  to  continue  such  redemption  as  such  circulat¬ 
ing  notes  are  issued  until  there  shall  be  outstanding  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  million  dollars  of  such  legal-tender  United 
Resumption  of  States  notes,  and  no  more.  And  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
•SerJu.yi?i£o!  January,  anno  Domini,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  redeem,  in  coin,  the 
United  States  legal-tender  notes  then  outstanding,  on  their 
presentation  for  redemption  at  the  office  of  the  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
sums  of  not  less  than  fifty  dollars.  And  to  enable  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare  and  provide  for  the  re¬ 
demption  in  this  act  authorized  or  required,  he  is  authorized 
Surplus  re ve-  to  use  any  surplus  revenues,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  Treas- 
o?b«mial^oid,^Iiry  n°t  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  issue,  sell  and  dis- 
enforoo  re»ump.  poseof,  at  not  less  than  par,  incoin,  eitherofthedescriptious 
^°vment«pecleof  bonds  of  the  United  States  described  in  the  act  of  Con- 
i8tTvo1u1i6  14,  ^ress  approved  July  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sev- 
272”’  0  '  p'enty,  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  refunding  of  the 

national  debt,”  with  like  qualities,  privileges,  and  exemp¬ 
tions,  to  the  extent  necessary  to  carry  this  act  into  full  effect, 
and  to  use  the  proceeds  thereof  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
RePe»..ng  And  all  provisions  of  law  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
emof&e,  0f  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1875. 

Vol.  18,  p.  478.  Authorizing  the  coinage  of  a  twenty -sent  piece  of  lilyer  at  the  Mints  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
Twenty- cent  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
thorised°in  au*  there  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  coined  at  the  mints  of  the 
Feb.  12,  1873,  United  States,  conformably  in  all  respects  to  the  coinage 
voi.  17,  p.424.  ac£  0f  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- three,  a  silver  coin  of 
the  denomination  of  twenty  cents,  and  of  the  weight  of  five 
grams. 

To  be  a  legal  Sec.  2.  That  the  twenty-cent  piece  shall  be  a  legal  tender 
tender  for  $5.  non3  jlia]  value  for  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  dol¬ 

lars  in  any  one  payment. 

lo^efTrJni  Sec.  That  *n  adjusting  the  weight  of  the  twenty-ceut 
Stamford  weight!  piece,  the  deviation  from  the  standard  weight  shall  not  ex¬ 
ceed  one  and  one-half  grains;  and  in  weighing  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  pieces  together,  when  delivered  by  the  coiner  to  the 
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superintendent  and  by  the  superintendent  to  the  depositor 
the  deviation  from  the  standard  weight  shall  not  exceed 
two-hundredths  of  an  ounce  in  one  thousand  pieces. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  laws  now  in  force  in  relation  to  the  coins  m^xei8^ir1*^1® 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  coinage  of  the  same,  shall,  as  to  20-cent  com. 
far  as  practicable,  have  full  force  and  effect  in  relation  to 
the  coin  hereby  authorized  whether  the  said  laws  are  penal 
or  otherwise,  and  whether  they  are  for  preventing  counter¬ 
feiting  or  abasement,  for  protecting  the  currency,  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  process  of  coining  and  the  preparation  therefor, 
or  for  the  security  of  the  coin,  or  for  any  other  purpose. 


ACT  OF  APRIL  17,  1876. 

To  provide  for  a  deficiency  in  the  Printing  and  Engraving  Bureau  of  the  Vol.l9,p.33. 
Treasury  Department,  and  for  the  issue  of  silver  coin  of  the  United  States 
in  place  of  lractional  currency. 

####### 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
directed  to  issue  silver  coins  of  the  United  States,  of  the  coiX exchange 
denomination  of  ten,  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  fifty  cents  of£or  f™ctional 
standard  value,  in  redemption  of  an  equal  amount  of  frac*  cuitevised  stat- 
tional  currency,  whether  the  same  be  now  in  the  Treasury  utea,3513‘ 
awaiting  redemption,  or  whenever  it  may  be  presented  for 
redemption ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  under 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  provide  for  such 
redemption  and  issue  by  substitution  at  the  regular  sub¬ 
treasuries  and  public  depositories  of  the  United  States  until 
the  whole  amount  of  fractional  currency  outstanding  shall 
be  redeemed.  And  the  fractional  currency  redeemed  under  Kedeemed  cur- 
this  act  shall  be  held  to  be  a  part  of  the  sinking  fund  pro-  S’aspMtofsJ^k- 
vided  for  by  existing  law,  the  interest  to  be  computed  1862 

thereon,  as  iu  the  case  of  bonds  redeemed  under  the  act  8ec.e5, Voi!  12/p’. 
relating  to  the  sinking-fund.  346- 


RESOLUTION  OF  JULY  22,  1876. 

Joint  resolution  for  the  issue  of  silver  ooins.  Vol.  19,  p.215. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  such  limits  and  regulations  for  legai- 

as  will  best  secure  a  just  and  fair  distribution  of  the  same teuder noteB* 
through  the  country,  may  issue  the  silver  coin  at  any  time 
iu  the  Treasury  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  ten  million  dol¬ 
lars, in  exchange  for  an  equal  amount  of  legal  tender  notes; 
and  the  notes  so  received  in  exchange  shall  be  kept  as  a  Notoa  to  be 
special  fund  separate  and  apart  from  all  other  money  in  the  fund^nd"^^ 
Treasury,  and  be  reissued  only  upon  the  retirement  and  sued a« provided, 
destruction  of  a  like  sum  of  fractional  currency  received  at  1800  * 
the  Treasury  in  payment  of  dues  to  the  United  States;  and 
said  fractional  currency,  when  so  substituted,  shall  be  de¬ 
stroyed  and  held  as  part  of  the  sinking-fund)  as  provided 
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Apr.  17.  1876, 
Vol.  19,  p.  33. 

Trad  ©-dollar 
not  to  b©  legal 
tender. 

Coinage  of, 
may  l>e  limited. 

Revised  Stat¬ 
utes,  3513, 3380. 

Amount  of 
subsidiary  silver 
coin  authorized 
to  be  issued  limit¬ 
ed  to  $50, 000, 000. 


Purchases  of 
bullion  author¬ 
ised. 


Price  limited. 


Seigniorage  to 
be  accounted  for. 


Holdings  of  sU- 
ver  bullion  lim¬ 
ited  to  $200,000. 


V  ol.  19,  p.  223. 


R.  S.  5457,  p. 
1063,  amended. 


Counterfeiting, 
etc.,  coin,  etc. 


in  the  act  approved  April  seventeen,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy  six. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  trade  dollar  shall  not  hereafter  be  a 
legal  tender,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
authorized  to  limit  from  time  to  time  the  coinage  thereof 
to  such  au  amount  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  to  meet  the 
export  demand  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  subsidiary  sil¬ 
ver  coin  authorized  by  law  to  be  issued  in  redemption  of 
the  fractional  currency  it  shall  be  lawful  to  manufacture 
at  the  several  mints,  and  issue  through  the  Treasury  and 
its  several  offices,  such  coin,  to  an  amount,  that,  including 
the  amount  of  subsidiary  silver  coin  and  of  fractional  cur¬ 
rency  outstanding,  shall,  in  the  aggregate,  not  exceed,  at 
any  time  fifty  million  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  silver  bullion  required  for  the  purposes 
of  this  resolution  shall  be  purchased,  from  time  to  time,  at 
market  rate,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  but  no 
purchase  of  bullion  shall  be  made  under  this  resolution 
when  the  market-rate  for  the  same  shall  be  such  as  will  not 
admit  of  the  coinage  and  issue,  as  herein  provided,  without 
loss  to  the  Treasury;  aud  any  gain  or  seigniorage  arising 
from  this  coinage  shall  be  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  as  provided  under  existing  laws  relative  to  the 
subsidiary  coinage :  Provided ,  That  the  amouut  of  money 
at  any  one  time  invested  in  such  silver  bulliou,  exclusive 
of  such  resulting  coin  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 


ACT  OF  JANUARY  16,  1877. 

To  amend  Section  fifty-four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States  relating  to  counterfeiting. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
Section  fifty-four  hundred  aud  fifty-seven  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

“Every  person  who  falsely  makes,  forges,  or  counterfeits, 
or  causes  or  procures  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counter¬ 
feited,  or  williugly  aids  or  assists  in  falsely  makiug  forging, 
or  counterfeiting  any  coin  or  bars  in  resemblance  or  simili¬ 
tude  of  the  gold  or  silver  coins  or  bars  which  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  coined  or  stamped  at  the  mints  and  assay- 
offices  of  the  United  States,  or  in  resemblance  or  similitude 
of  any  foreign  gold  or  silver  coin  which  by  law  is,  or  here¬ 
after  may  be,  current  in  the  United  States,  or  are  in  actual 
use  and  circulation  as  money  within  the  United  States,  or 
who  passes,  utters,  publishes,  or  sells,  or  attempts  to  pass, 
utter,  publish,  or  sell,  or  bring  into  the  United  States  from 
auy  foreign  place,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged  or 
counterfeit,  with  intent  to  defraud  any  body  politic  or  cor¬ 
porate,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  or  has 
in  his  possession  auy  such  false,  forged  or  counterfeited  coin 
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or  bars,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged  or  counter¬ 
feited,  with  intent  to*defraud  any  body  politic  or  corporate, 
or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  shall  be  pun¬ 
ished  by  a  line  of  not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  Penalty- 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more  than  ten  years. 


ACT  OF  FEBRUARY  28.  1878. 

To  authorize  the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  doUar  and  to  restore  its  legal  Vo1-  20>  P* 25, 
tender  character. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  c< ^ 
there  shall  be  coined,  at  the  several  mints  of  the  United  verndSur.  e* 
States,  silver  dollars  of  the  weight  of  four  hundred  and  and 

twelve  and  a  half  grains  troy  of  standard  silver,  as  pro¬ 
vided  iu  the  act  of  January  eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
thirty-seven,  on  which  shall  be  the  devices  and  superscrip¬ 
tions  pi;o\  ided  by  said  act ;  which  coins  together  with  all 
silver  dollars  heretofore  coined  by  the  United  States,  of  like 
weight  and  fineness,  shall  oe  a  legal  tender  at  their  nomi-tler.ul  ega  °n 
nal  value,  for  all  debts  and  dues  public  and  private,  except  suu* 

where  otherwise  expressly  stipulated  in  the  contract.  And  Directing  the 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  directed  to  Uo7hTui°f ioli 
purchase,  from  time  to  time,  silver  bullion,  at  the  market  monthly,  and  it* 
price  thereof,  not  less  than  two  million  dollars  worth  per  Jwer 

month,  nor  more  than  four  million  dollars  worth  per  month,  dollars, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  coined  monthly,  as  fast  as  so  pur¬ 
chased,  iuto  such  dollars;  and  a  sum  sufficient  to  carryout 
the  foregoing  provision  of  this  act  is  hereby  appropriated 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri¬ 
ated.  And  any  gain  or  seigniorage  arising  from  this  coin- 
age  shall  be  accounted  for  and  paid  iuto  the  Treasury,  as  Treasury, 
provided  under  existing  laws  relative  to  the  subsidiary 
coinage:  Provided ,  That  the  amount  of  money  at  any  one  ycT^bumo^iim 
time  invested  in  such  silver  bullion,  exclusive  of  such  result-  iu£i  toU$5,ooo,ooo! 
ing  coin,  shall  not  exceed  five  million  dollars:  And  provided 
further ,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  payment  in  silver  of  certificates  of  deposit  issued  Payment  «f  cor. 
under  the  provisions  of  section  two  hundred  and  fifty- four  {£u*ith°Liver 
of  the  lie  vised  Statutes.  prohibited. 

Sec.  2.  That  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  President  shall  invite  the  Governments  of  the  countries  ference  of  Euro- 
composing  the  Latin  Union,  so  called,  and  of  such  other 
European  nations  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  to  join  thestMe*,  toHwnre 
United  States  iu  a  conference  to  adopt  a  common  ratio  be-  bi 

tween  gold  and  silver,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  in¬ 
ternationally,  the  use  of  bi  metallic  money,  and  securing 
fixity  of  relative  value  between  those  metals;  such  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  at  such  place,  in  Europe  or  in  the  United 
States,  at  such  time  within  six  months,  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  by  the  Executives  of  the  Governments  joining 
in  the  same,  whenever  the  Governments  so  invited,  or  any 
three  of  them,  shall  have  signified  their  willingness  to  unite 
in  the  same. 

S.  Rep.  831,  pt.  1 - 0 
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oTp^n.M’nu^d  The  Pres^ent  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
how"  ap-  o f  the  Senate,  appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall  attend 
pointed.  such  conference  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
report  the  doings  thereof  to  the  President,  who  shall  trans¬ 
mit  the  same  to  Congress. 

am? Said  commissioners  shall  each  receive  the  sum  of  two 
coiiiiiii  Rsionem  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  and  their  reasonable  ex- 
provided for.  peases,  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  the 
amount  necessary  to  pay  such  compensation  and  expenses 
is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

ro«vKdodwiSd  Sec.  3.  'J  hat  any  holder  of  the  coin  authorized  by  this 
w'Vh  TrJaTurTr  act  may  deposit  the  same  with  the  Treasurer  or  any  assist- 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  sums  not  less  thau 
<-ort  i.iraten  in  ten  dollars,  and  receive  therefor  certificates  of  not  less  than 
8u«'d  theretor.  dollars  each,  corresponding  with  the  denominations  of 

ftirn-dtu! luon«t  ^ie  United  States  notes.  The  coin  deposited  for  or  repre- 
certiiiciiieti  °  sentiug  the  certificates  shall  be  retained  in  the  Treasury  for 
be^recefvabie  for  paymen t  of  the  same  on  demand.  Said  certificates  shall 
customs,  taxes,  be  receivable  for  customs,  taxes,  and  all  public  dues,  and, 
;;;;}  <l^®:  when  so  received,  may  be  reissued. 

Sec.  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sam.  J:  Randall, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 

W.  A.  Wheeler, 

Vwe-President  of  the  United  States  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  U.  S. 

February  28 ,  1878 . 

The  President  of  the  United  States  haviug  returned  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the 
bill,  entitled  “  An  act  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  silver  dollar,  and  to  restore  its  legal-tender  character, 
with  his  objections  thereto;  the  House  of  Representatives 
proceeded  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  to  reconsider  the 
same;  and 

Resolved ,  That  the  said  bill  pass,  two- thirds  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

Attest:  Geo.  M.  Adams, 

Clerk. 

By  Green  Adams, 

Chief  Clerk. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 

February  28,  1878. 

The  Senate  having  proceeded,  iu  pursuance  of  the  Con- 
stitutiou,  to  reconsider  the  bill  entitled  “An  act  to  author¬ 
ize  the  coinage  of  the  staudard  silver  dollar,  and  to  restore 
its  legal-tender  character, ^returned  to  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  his 
objections,  and  sent  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
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Senate  with  the  message  of  the  President  returuiug  the 
bill; 

Resolved ,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate 
agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

Attest:  Geo.  C.  Gorham. 

Secreteiry  of  the  /Senate . 


ACT  OF  MAY  2,  1878. 

To  prohibit  the  ooinage  of  the  twenty  cent  piece  of  silver.  Y°l.  3>.  P*  47. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  .s*,ver  c5^nt 
from,  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  coinage  of  the  Sff prom w 
twenty  cent  piece  of  silver,  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  prohibited.  And 
all  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 


ACT  OF  JUNE  8,  1878. 

To  authorize  the  8ecretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  constitute  superintendents  of  Vol.  20,  p.  102. 
mints  or  assayers  in  Assay  offices,  Assistant  Treasurers  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That  pn8*Srohit8an!i 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  author-  asmiyern  may  t>e 
ized  to  constitute  any  superintendent  of  a  mint  or  assayer 
of  any  assay-office,  an  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United er8- 
States  without  additional  compensation,  to  receive  gold  coin 
and  bullion  on  deposit  for  the  purposes  provided  for  in  sec-  po^r  wl,at  i>ur‘ 
tion  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 


ACT  OF  JUNE  19,  1878. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  Vol.  20,  p.  178. 
the  government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

•  «  •  #  *  •  • 

And  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  several  mints  and  Payments1  of 
assay-offices  of  the  United  States  to  make  returns  to  depos-™1^0®*^^* 
itors  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  the  provisions  of  section  minu^tc  “ 

thirty-five  hundred  and  forty-five  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ^'3^5.  8tat 
of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter  apply  to  the  several 
mints  and  assay-offices  of  the  United  States;  and  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  use,  as  far 
as  he  may  deem  it  proper  and  expedient,  for  payment  to 
depositors  of  bullion  at  the  several  mints  and  assay-offices, 
coin  certificates,  representing  coin  iu  the  Treasury,  and 
issued  under  the  provisions  of  section  two  hundred  and  Kevilied  sut. 
fifty-four  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States;  allies,  254. 
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of  said  acts  and  duties  to  be  performed  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
^rea8ury-  And  it  shall  be  lawful  to  apply  the  moneys 
pay1  Pxpfu'pJ arising  from  charges  collected  from  depositors  at  the  sev* 
«iar r° appro]>r!*^  ^rfti  mints  and  assay -offices  pursuant  to  law,  to  defraying 
non*.  the  expenses  thereof,  including  labor,  material,  wastage, 

and  use  of  machinery;  and  only  so  much  of  the  appropria¬ 
tions  herein  made  for  the  mints  and  assay-offices  respectively, 
shall  be  used  lor  said  mints  and  assay-offices  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  operations  of  the  same,  after  the  moneys 
arising  from  the  charges  aforesaid  shall  have  been  ex- 
Kxp«nae*  Urn-  liausted  as  herein  provided.  But  in  no  event  shall  the 
iti^iticapproprifexPen(iiture8  sa*d  mints  and  assay-offices  exceed  the 
•none.  amount  of  the  specific  appropriations  herein  made  for  same. 

•  •••••• 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1879. 

Vol.  20,  ]>.  377.  Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representative*  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the 
following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated 
for  the  objects  hereinafter  expressed,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  namely : 


Vol. 20. p. 383.  Transportation  of  United  States  securities:  For  trans- 

of1Ho“ur?tietHat,ou  portation  of  notes,  bonds,  and  other  securities  of  the  United 
Mar.  3,  1879.  States,  sixty  thousand  dollars;  and  so  much  of  the  act 
voi. 2o,  p.  ass.  u  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  end¬ 
ing  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
Juno  i9,  1878,  for  other  purposes,”  approved  June  nineteenth,  eighteen 
^  PwviJion91'  for  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  as  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
i/umeof  coin cer  the  Treasury  to  issue  coin  certificates  in  exchange  for  bul- 
chuge*  for  de-  lion  deposited  for  coinage  at  mints  and  assay-offices  other 
p«»R  bulllonthan  those  mentioned  in  section  thirty-five  hundred  and 
kevised  Stat*  forty-five  of  the  Revised  Statutes, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
utea,  3545.  repealed ;  said  repeal  to  take  effect  at  the  end  of  the  present 
fiscal  year. 


ACT  OF  JUNE  9,  1879. 

Vol.  21,  p.  7.  To  provide  for  the  exchange  of  subsidiary  coins  for  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States  under  certain  circumstances,  and  to  make  such  coins  a  legal  tender  in 
all  sums  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
Buu&ry^vei  holder  of  any  of  the  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  of 
mina  with  lawful  smaller  denomination  than  one  dollar,  may,  on  presenta- 
iwmey.  tioii  of  the  same  in  sums  of  twenty  dollars,  or  any  multiple 
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thereof,  at  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  or  any  assistant  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  United  States,  receive  therefor  lawful  money  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  The  Treasurer  or  any  assistant  treasurer  of  theBi*^a®°[™br* 
United  States  who  may  receive  any  coins  under  the  provi-  coins  in  exchange 
sionof  this  act  shall  exchange  the  same  in  sums  of  twenty  forlawftlIraoile-v* 
dollars,  or  any  multiple  thereof,  for  lawful  money  of  the 
United  States,  on  demand  of  any  holder  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  present  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  8Ui5SiOTv?iiver 
of  smaller  denominations  than  one  dollar  shall  hereafter  be  coins  limited  to 
a  legal  tender  in  all  sums  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  in  full 110 
payment  of  all  dues  public  and  private. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  tio1^6pealing  ®ec' 
act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 


ACT  OF  MAT  26,  1882. 

To  authorize  the  receipt  of  United  States  gold  coin  in  exchange  for  gold  bars.  Vo1-  P- 97 . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  the  Authorizing 
superintendents  of  the  coinage  mints,  and  of  the  United  exchange 
States  assay  office  at  New  York,  are  hereby  authorized  to  for  gold  bora, 
receive  United  States  gold  coin  from  any  holder  thereof  in  ut^ae'8i^d351|tot* 
sums  not  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  to  pay  aud 
deliver  in  exchange  therefor  gold  bars  in  value  equaling 
such  coin  so  received. 


ACT  OF  AUGUST  7,  1882. 

Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  y0i.  22,  p.  302. 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

For  the  transportation  of  silver  coins:  That  the  Secre-  voi. 22, p.212. 
tary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  Trans  porta 
directed  to  transport,  free  of  charge,  silver  coins  when  f^eof8chIrgrin 
requested  to  do  so:  Provided ,  That  an  equal  amount  in  exchange  for 
coin  or  currency  shall  have  been  deposited  in  the  Treasury  co^B“1rre”^; 
by  the  applicant  or  applicants;  and  that  there  is  hereby  ut©s,™c.  3527. 
appropriated  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  same  be 
available  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

•  •••••• 


Digitized  by  ^.ooQle 


590 


LAWS  RELATING  TO  COINAGE. 


ACT  OF  AUGUST  4,  1886. 


YoL  24.  p.  222.  Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and 
for  other  purposes. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
fhe  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

YoL  24,  p.  227.  And  tli©  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and 
caiwofonStvlo  required  to  issue  silver-certificates  in  denominations  of  one, 
and  five  doiia™  two,  and  ft ve  dollars,  and  the  silver  certificates  herein  au- 
t°F>bi.H28?di878,  thorized  shall  be  receivable,  redeemable,  and  payable  in 
YoL 20, p.  25.  ’  like  manner  and  for  like  purposes  as  is  provided  for  silver- 

certificates  by  the  act  of  February  twenty-eighth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy -eight,  entitled  “An  act,  to  authorize 
the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar,  and  to  restore  its 
legal-tender  character,”  and  denominations  of  one,  two,  and 
five  dollars  may  be  issued  iu  lieu  of  silver-certificates  of 
larger  denominations  in  the  Treasury  or  in  exchange  there¬ 
for  upon  presentation  by  the  holders  and  to  that  extent  said 
certificates  of  larger  denominations  shall  be  cancelled  and 
destroyed. 


voi. 24. p.234.  Transportation  of  silver  coin:  For  transportation 

oTransportatjon  Qf  sjiver  coin,  including  fractional  silver  coin,  by  registered 
?ree8ifVcbargo?i*mail  or  otherwise,  forty  thousand  dollars;  and  in  expend- 
?racurRrenS%  this  8um  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized 
vol 24, p.234;’ and  directed  to  transport  from  the  Treasury  or  subtreas 
uries,  free  of  charge,  silver  coin  wnen  requested  to  do  so; 
nt^viecd3527at^  ^rov^e(h  That  an  equal  amount  in  coin  or  currency  shall 
n  ■*’  *ec  have  been  deposited  in  the  Treasury  or  such  subtreasuries 
cost  to  be  re  by  the  applicant  or  applicants.  And  the  Secretary  of  the 
port©<  to  on*  Treasury  shall  report  to  Congress  the  cost  arisiug  under 
this  appropriation. 

Recoinage,  reissue,  and  transportation  op  minor 
coins  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  trans¬ 
fer  to  the  United  States  mint  at  Philadelphia,  for  cleaniug 
Kecoinagereig-  and  reissue,  any  minor  coins  now  in,  or  which  may  be  here- 
uteioSdofa,mfiiHorra^ter  rece*ve(l  at?  the  Subtreasury  offices,  in  excess  of  the 
umon  o  requirement  for  the  current  business  of  said  offices;  and 
the  sum  of  five  thousaud  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
the  expense  of  transportation  for  such  reissue.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  also  authorized  to  recoin  any 
and  all  the  uncurrent  Minor  coins  now  iu  the  Treasury; 
and  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  reimburse 
the  Treasury  for  the  loss  on  such  coinage. 


[Note. — Similar  provisions  are  contained  in  succeeding 
Sundry  Civil  Appropriation  laws.] 
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ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1887. 

iff  airing  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  Vol.  24,  p.  509. 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 
#*•••** 

And  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  is  hereafter  author-  voi.24,p.5i5. 
ized  and  required  to  issue  silver-certificates  in  deuomiua-  caf^W^onei 
tious  of  one,  two,  and  five  dollars ;  and  the  silver  certificates 
herein  authorized  shall  be  receivable,  redeemable,  and  pay-  v<J?a£p"26. 
able  in  Jike  manner  and  for  like  purposes  as  is  provided  for 
silver-certificates  by  the  act  of  February  twenty-eighth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seveuty -eight,  entitled  “An  act  to 
authorize  the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar,  and  to 
restore  its  legal-tender  character;”  and  denominations  of 
one,  two,  and  five  dollars  may  be  issued  in  lieu  of  silver- 
certificates  of  larger  denominations  in  the  Treasury,  or  in 
exchange  therefor  upon  presentation  by  the  holders;  and 
to  that  extent  said  certificates  of  larger  denominations  shall 

be  canceled  and  destroyed. 

*##•*#• 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1887. 

For  the  retirement  and  recoinage  of  the  trade-dollar.  VoL  24,  p.  624. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  Exchange  of 
for  a  period  of  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  [nm for 
United  States  trade-dollars,  if  not  defaced,  mutilated,  or 
stamped,  shall  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Treasurer, 
or  any  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  exchange 
for  a  like  amount,  dollar  for  dollar,  of  standard  silver  dol¬ 
lars,  or  of  subsidiary  coins  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  trade-dollars  received  by,  paid  to,  or 
deposited  with  the  Treasurer  or  any  assistant  treasurer  or 
national  «.epositary  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  paid  netirementand 
out,  or  in  any  other  manner  issued,  but,  at  the  expense  ol  d^"a^ageoftrade 
the  United  States,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  coinage  mints 
and  recoined  into  standard  silverdollars  or  subsidiary  coin, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  Provided , 

That  the  trade-dollai  s  recoined  under  this  act  "shall  not  be 
counted  as  part  of  the  silver  bullion  required  to  be  pur-  to  other  engage 
chased  and  coined  into  standard  dollars  as  required  by  fara.1*11*1*”1  d°l* 
the  act  of  February  twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy -eight. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  authorizing  the 
coinage  and  issuance  of  United  States  trade  dollars  are»p!Lied.e  ° 
hereby  repealed. 

Keceived  by  the  President,  February  19, 1887. 

[Note  by  the  Department  of  State.— -The  foregoing 
act  having  been  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
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States  for  bis  approval,  aud  not  having  been  returned  by 
him  to  the  house  of  Congress  in  which  it  originated  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  has  become  a  law  without  his  approval.] 


ACT  OF  MARCH  2(  1889. 

VoL  25,  p.955.  waving  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representative s  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

•  •*•#** 

voi.  25,  p.  9.  ♦  #  •  That  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  use  any 

the  use  of  Silver  P°r^on  so-called  44  silver  profit  fund  v  or  of  the  appro- 

profit8efund  f«r  priatiou  for  “storage  silver  transportation  n  for  the  purpose 
luverdSifare11^0^  Paying  the  expenses  of  the  transportation  of  standard 

Revised  stat  silver  dollars  from  the  mints  or  the  sub  treasuries  to  the 
utes,  »oc.  3527.  *  Treasury  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

*###### 


ACT  OF  JULY  14,  1890. 

Vol.  26,  p.  289.  Directing  the  purchase  of  silver  bullion  and  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  thereon, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
silver  bullion  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
Mo^tfiyre^S:re-  ^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  pur- 
gate  of* 4,500,000  ehase,  from  time  to  time,  silver  bullion  to  the  aggregate 
mmem,  amount  of  four  million  five  hundred  thousand  ounces,  or  so 

much  thereof  as  may  De  offered  in  each  month,  at  the  mar¬ 
ket  price  thereof,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-one  and  twenty-five  hundredths  grains  of 
pure  silver,  and  to  issue  in  payment  of  such  purchases  of 
T*^<«nrynot«s  silver  bullion  Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States  to  be 
^vmentofpur.  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  such  form 
chaaea.  and  0f  SU(»ii  denominations,  not  less  than  one  dollar  nor 

more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  as  he  may  prescribe,  and 
a  sum  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this 
act  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas¬ 
ury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Treaaumptinotea  Sec.  ^  That  the  Treasury  notes  issued  in  accordance 
incofn.17  n°  8  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  redeemable  on 
demand,  in  coin,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or 
at  the  office  of  any  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
May  bo  reis-  and  when  so  redeemed  may  be  reissued ;  but  no  greater  or 
demptionter  re"  less  amount  of  such  notes  shall  be  outstanding  at  anytime 
than  the  cost  of  the  silver  bullion  and  the  standard  silver 
dollars  coined  therefrom,  then  held  in  the  Treasury  pur¬ 
chased  by  such  notes;  and  such  Treasury  notes  shall  be  a 
Legal  tender  for  legal  tender  in  payment  of  ail  debts,  public  and  private, 
o tb erwi a** °ex-  except  where  otherwise  expressly  stipulated  in  the  contract, 

l&ted  in  contract  be  receivable  for  customs,  taxes,  and  all  public 

n  con  ract.  £ues^  an(j  when  80  received  may  be  reissued ;  and  such  notes, 

when  held  by  any  national  banking  association,  may  be 
May  be  counted  counted  as  a  part  of  its  lawful  reserve.  That  upon  demand 
of  the  holder  of  any  of  the  Treasury  notes  herein  provided 
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for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  under  such  regula-  o^dempUon  m 
tions  as  he  may  prescribe,  redeem  such  notes  in  gold  orSn,  atrducrer 
silver  coin,  at  his  discretion,  it  being  the  established  policy 
of  the  United  States  to  maiutain  the  two  metals  on  a  parity  rantvamirafio 
with  each  other  upon  the  present  legal  ratio,  or  such  ratio  vergol8houw  8b© 
as  may  be  provided  by  law.  preserved. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  each  Monthly  coin, 
month  coin  two  million  ounces  of  the  silver  bullion  pur-  02t:°2u\w 
chased  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  standard  silver  bullion  into  «ii- 
dollars  until  the  first  day  of  July  eighteen  hundred  and  purchased8  im™ 
ninety-one,  and  after  that  time  he  shall  coin  of  the  silvern- 
bullion  purchased  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  much 
as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Treasury  notes  herein  provided  for,  and  any  gain  or  seign-  tos^g“ai/>lrage 
iorage  arising  from  such  coinage  shall  be  accounted  for  and  TreMurj."  into 
paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  silver  bullion  purchased  under  the  pro-  Pnrchaacatob© 
visions  of  this  act  shall  be  subject  to  the  requirements  of  Itc^voL 
existing  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  mint  service  gov- r- 25. 
erning  the  methods  of  determining  the  amount  of  pure 
silver  contained,  and  the  amount  of  charges  or  deductions, 
if  any,  to  be  made. 

Sec^  5.  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  February  twenty-  Voi.  20.  sec.  1, 
eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled  uAnp,25,niodifled' 
act  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar 
and  to  restore  its  legal-tender  character,”  as  requires  the 
monthly  purchase  and  coinage  of  the  same  into  silver  dol-  Monthiv  pur 
lars  of  not  less  than  two  million  dollars,  nor  more  than  four  ^dauM*  of°a?t 
million  dollars’  worth  of  silver  bullion,  is  hereby  repealed.  01 1878  repealed. 

Sec.  C.  That  upon  the  passage  of  this  act  the  balances  Baiancea  of 
standing  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  J^iitshcidf^rre. 
respective  credits  of  national  banks  for  deposits  made  todemption  ofcir 
redeem  the  circulating  notes  of  such  banks,  and  all  de-^}^^"111^0 
posits  thereafter  received  for  like  purpose,  shall  be  covered  po«it8  to  be  cov- 
intothe  Treasury  as  a  miscellaneous  receipt,  and  the  Treas-  ™  int<)  Trea8' 
ury  of  the  United  States  shall  redeem  from  the  general  cash 
in  the  Treasury  the  circulating  notes  of  said  banks  which  may  Sotelo  be  made 
come  into  his  possession  subject  to  redemption;  and  upon  *}®net™e 
the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  that  such  Tr^nry.n  e 
notes  have  been  received  by  him  and  that  they  have  been 
destroyed  and  that  no  new  notes  will  be  issued  in  their 
place,  reimbursement  of  their  amount  shall  be  made  to  the 
Treasurer,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  prescribe,  from  an  appropriation  hereby, cre¬ 
ated,  to  be  known  as  National  bank  notes:  Redemption 
account,  but  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to 
the  deposits  received  under  section  three  of  the  act  of  June 
twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  requiring 
every  National  bank  to  keep  in  lawful  money  with  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  sum  equal  to  five  per-  Five  per  cent 
centum  of  its  circulation,  to  be  held  and  used  for  the  redemp-  [^niPn®innedd 
tion  of  its  circulating  notes;  and  the  balance  remaining  of 
the  deposits  so  covered  shall,  at  the  close  of  each  month, 
be  reported  on  the  monthly  public  debt  statement  as  debt 
of  the  United  States  bearing  no  interest. 

u  Sec.  7.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  thirty  days  from 
and  after  its  passage.” 
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ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  26,  1890. 

Vol.  2ft,  p.  484.  To  amend  section  thirty-five  hundred  and  ten  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  new  designs  of  authorised  devices  of  United 
8tates  ooins. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representative s  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  sec¬ 
tion  thirty-five  hundred  and  ten  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  so 
as  to  read  as  follows: 

“  Sec.  3510.  The  engraver  shall  prepare  from  the  original 
dies  already  authorized  all  the  working  dies  required  lor 
use  in  the  coinage  of  the  several  mints,  and,  when  new 
Revised  stat  c™118?  emblems,  devices,  legends,  or  designs  are  authorized, 
ntee,  sec.  3517.  shall,  if  required  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  prepare  the 
devices,  models,  hubs,  or  original  dies  for  the  same.  The 
Director  of  the  Mint  shall  have  power,  with  the  approval, 
fof coins  autifoT  °*  ^,e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  new  desigus  or 
i^dev©a?y  25  models  of  authorized  emblems  or  devices  to  be  prepared 
years.  and  adopted  in  the  same  manner  as  when  new  coins  or  de¬ 

vices  are  authorized.  But  no  change  iu  the  design  or  die 
of  any  coin  shall  be  made  oftener  than  once  in  twenty-five 
years  from  and  including  the  year  of  the  first  adoption  of 
/  the  design,  model,  die,  or  hub  for  the  same  coin :  Provided , 

That  no  change  be  made  in  the  diameter  of  any  coin :  And 
provided  further,  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  prevent 
the  adoption  of  new  designs  or  models  for  devices  or  em¬ 
blems  already  authorized  for  the  standard  silver  dollar  and 
the  five-cent  nickel  piece  as,  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
thoriwef W  ew PassN£°  of  this  act.  But  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall 
ploy  artists.  ei“’  nevertheless  have  power,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  to  engage  temjiorarily  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  the  services  of  one  or  more  artists,  distinguished  in 
their  respective  departments  of  art,  who  shall  be  paid  for 
such  service  from  the  contingent  appropriation  for  the  mint 
at  Philadelphia.” 


ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  26,  1890. 

Vol.  2ft,  p.  485.  To  discontinue  the  coinage  of  the  three-dollar  and  one-doUar  gold  pieoes  and 

three-oent  nickel  pieoe. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  from 
Coinage  of  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  coinage  of  the  three- 
p^«^ce,done-(ionar  dollar  gold  piece,  the  one  dollar  gold  piece,  and  the  tliree- 
fhJw?enTnicakedicent  ^^el  P^ce  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  prohibited, 
co^  diwSntin  and  the  pieces  named  shall  not  be  struck  or  issued  by  the 
ued*  Mint  of  the  United  States. 

said  coins  to  be  Sec.  2.  That  as  fast  as  the  said  coins  shall  be  paid  into 
dii*ndItion  f£Ld  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  they  shall  be  withdrawn 
recoined.  from  circulation  and  be  recoined  into  other  denominations 
of  coins. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with 
this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
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ACT  OF  OCTOBER  1,  1890. 

To  rednoe  the  revenue  and  equalize  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes.  VoL  26,  p.  624. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 
*###### 

Sec.  52.  That  the  value  of  foreign  coin  as  expressed  in  valuations  of 
the  money  of  account  of  the  United  States  shall  be  that  bo^eSVfma ted 
of  the  pure  metal  of  such  coin  of  standard  value;  and  the 
values  of  the  standard  coins  in  circulation  of  the  various roc  oro 
nations  of  the  world  shall  be  estimated  quarterly  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  and  be  proclaimed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
and  thereafter  quarterly  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April, 

July  and  October  in  each  year. 

###*•#• 


ACT  OF  FEBRUARY  10.  1891. 

To  prevent  counterfeiting  or  manufacture  of  dies,  tools,  or  other  implements  Vol.  26,  p.  742. 
used  in  counterfeiting,  and  providing  penalties  therefor,  and  providing  for 
the  issue  of  search  warrants  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
every  person  who,  within  the  United  States  or  any  Terri- iu  ?Ymiiitudo  of 
tory  thereof,  makes  any  die,  hub,  or  mold,  either  of  steel  States 
or  plaster,  or  any  other  substance  whatsoever  in  likeness  or 
similitude,  as  to  the  design  or  the  inscription  thereon,  of  any  utese.v  5457 

die,  hub,  or  mold  designated  for  the  coinage  or  making  of105*62- 
any  of  the  genuine  gold,  silver,  nickel,  bronze,  copper  or 
other  coins  of  the  United  States  that  have  been  or  here¬ 
after  may  be  coined  at  the  mints  of  the  United  States,  or 
who  willingly  aids  or  assists  in  the  making  of  any  such  (lie, 
liubj  or  mold,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  who  causes  or  procures 
t6  be  made  any  such  die,  hub  or  mold,  or  any  part  there¬ 
of,  without  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  or  other  proper  officer,  or  who  shall 
have  in  his  possession  any  such  die,  hub,  or  mold  with  in¬ 
tent  to  fraudulently  or  unlawfully  use  the  same,  or  who 
shall  permit  the  same  to  be  used  for  or  in  aid  of  the  coun¬ 
terfeiting  of  any  of  these  coins  of  the  United  States  herein¬ 
before  mentioned  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  pun-  renaity. 
ished  by  a  line  of  not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  and 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more  than  ten  years, 
or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  2.  That  every  person  who,  within  the  United  States  Proonring  the 
or  any  Territory  thereof,  without  lawful  authority,  makes, 8amo  ^ made- 
or  willingly  aids  or  assists  in  making,  or  causes  or  procures 
to  be  made,  any  die,  hub,  or  mold,  either  of  steel  or  plaster, 
or  of  any  other  substance  whatsoever,  in  the  likeness  or 
similitude,  as  to  the  design  or  the  inscription  thereon,  of 
any  die,  hub,  or  mold  designed  for  the  coining  of  the  genu¬ 
ine  coin  of  any  foreign  Government,  or  who  couceals  or 
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shall  have  in  possession  any  such  die,  hub,  or  mold,  here¬ 
inbefore  mentioned,  with  intent  to  fraudulently,  or  unlaw¬ 
fully  use  the  same  for  counterfeiting  any  foreign  coin,  or 
who  knowingly  suffers  the  same  to  be  fraudulently  used  for 
the  counterfeiting  of  any  foreign  coin  shall,  upon  conviction 
penalty.  thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  two  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more  than 
five  years,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Making  or  pro-  Sec.  3.  That  every  person  who  makes,  or  who  causes  or 
[niriimiUtuao^ 'IS  procures  to  be  made,  or  who  brings  into  the  United  States 
united  stateH|rom  any  foreign  country,  or  who  shall  have  in  possession 
with  intent  to  sell,  give  away,  or  in  any  other  manner  use 
the  same,  any  business  or  professional  card,  notice,  placard, 
token,  device,  print,  or  impression,  or  any  other  thing  what¬ 
soever,  whether  of  metal  or  its  compound  or  of  any  other 
substance  whatsoever^  in  likeness  or  similitude,  as  to 
design,  color,  or  the  inscription  thereon,  of  any  of  the 
*  coins  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  foreign  Government, 

that  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  issued  as  money,  either 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  or  under  the 
Penaitv.  authority  of  any  foreign  Government  shall,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  to  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars. 


Connterfeitsof 
United  States  oh- 
ligationa. 


Iaaneof  search 
warrants  in  such 
cases. 


Sec.  4.  That  all  counterfeits  of  any  of  the  obligations  or 
other  securities  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  foreign  Gov¬ 
ernment,  or  counterfeits  of  any  of  the  coins  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  foreign  Government,  and  all  material  or 
apparatus  fitted  or  intended  to  be  used,  or  that  shall  have 
been  used,  in  the  making  of  any  such  counterfeit  obliga¬ 
tions  or  other  securities  or  coins  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
that  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  person  with¬ 
out  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  other 
proper  officer  to  have  the  same,  shall  be  taken  possession 
of  by  any  authorized  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department 
and  forfeited  4o  the  United  States,  and  disposed  of  in  any 
manner  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  several  judges  of  courts  established 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  commissioner 


of  such  courts  may,  upon  proper  oath  or  affirmation,  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions,  issue  a  search  warrant  au¬ 
thorizing  any  marshal  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other 
person  specially  mentioned  in  such  warrant,  to  enter  any 
house,  store,  building,  boat,  or  other  place  named  in  such 
warrant,  in  the  daytime  only,  in  which  there  shall  appear 
probable  cause  for  believing  that  the  manufacture  of  coun¬ 
terfeit  money,  or  the  concealment  of  counterfeit  money,  or 
the  manufacture  or  concealment  of  counterfeit  obligations 
or  coins  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  foreign  govern¬ 
ment,  or  the  manufacture  or  concealment  of  dies,  hubs, 
molds,  plates,  or  other  things  fitted  or  intended  to  be  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  counterfeit  money,  coins,  or  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  United  States  or  of  any  foreign  government, 
or  of  any  bank  doing  business  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  or  of  any  State  or  Territory  thereof,  or  of 
any  bank  doing  business  under  the  authority  of  any  foreign 
government  or  of  any  political  division  of  any  foreign 


Digitized  by  v^ooQle 


LAWS  RELATING  TO  COINAGE. 


597 


government,  is  being  carried  on  or  practiced,  and  there 
search  for  any  counterfeit  money,  coins,  dies,  hubs,  molds, 
plates,  and  other  things,  and  for  any  such  obligations,  and 
if  any  such  be  found  to  seize  and  secure  the  same,  and  to  Seizures, 
make  return  thereof  to  the  proper  authority;  and  all  such 
counterfeit  money,  coins,  dies,  hubs,  molds,  plates,  and  other 
things  and  all  such  counterfeit  obligations  so  seized  shall 
be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 


ACT  OP  MARCH  3,  1891. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judioial  expenses  of  VoL  26,  p.  908. 
the  government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

*  *  *  *  •  *  *  * 

Sec.  3.  That  an  act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  United  v«i.2«, p.948. 
States  gold  coin  in  exchange  for  gold  bars,  approved  May  Voito^’ap  948ge’ 
twenty-sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two,  be  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

“That  the  superintendents  of  the  coinage  mints  and  of  Authorizing 
the  United  States  assay  office  at  New  York  may,  with  the  giid  bars  “^ex- 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  not  other-  for  g0^d 
wise,  receive  United  States  gold  coin  from  any  holder  coin‘ 
thereof  in  sums  of  not  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
pay  and  deliver  in  exchange  therefor  gold  bars  in  value 
equaling  such  coin  go  received:  Provided ,  That  the  Secre-  inS^§e may ** 
tary  of  the  Treasury  may  impose  for  such  exchange  ainjpo6ea* 
charge  which,  in  his  judgment,  shall  equal  the  cost  of  man¬ 
ufacturing  the  bars.” 

*•***•# 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891. 

Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  y0i  26  p  948 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  for  ,F* 

other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

******* 

Recoinage  of  Silver  Coins:  For  recoinage  of  the  voi.2e,p.9ee. 
uncurrent  fractional  silver  coins  abraded  below  the  limit  of  Recoinage  aii- 
tolerance  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- vercom8' 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars:  Provided ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  proviso. 
Treasury  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  coin  into  standard  Trade  dollars 
silver  dollars  the  trade  dollar  bullion  and  trade  dollars  now  fufuTo^fd^be 
in  the  Treasury,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  thecoi ned  into 
Silver  profit  fund.  standard  dollars. 

***#### 
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ACT  OF  AUGUST  5,  1892. 

Vol.  27,  p.  349.  Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  ending  Jane  thirtieth,  eighteen  handred  and  ninety-three,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

*###### 

International  Monetary  Conference  :  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint 
Moneurvcon.  five  commissioners  to  an  international  conference,  to  be  held 
ference,  law.  at  a  place  to  be  hereafter  designated,  with  a  view  to  secure, 
internationally,  a  fixity  of  relative  value  betweeu  gold  aud 
silver,  as  money,  by  means  of  a  common  ratio  between 
those  metals,  with  free  mintage  at  such  ratio,  and  for  com¬ 
pensation  of  said  commissioners,  and  for  all  reasonable  ex- 
Feb*28  *878  **  P611^8  connected  therewith,  to  be  approved  by  the  Secre- 
V0L20.P.25.  tary  of  State,  including  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States  of  the  joint  expeuses  of  such  conference, 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  nec¬ 
essary. 


ACT  OF  AUGUST  5,  1892. 

VoL  27,  p.389.  To  aid  in  carrying  oat  the  act  of  Cangrccc  approved  April  twenty-fifth, 
eighteen  handred  and  ninety,  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  celebrating 
the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  disoovery  of  America  by  Christopher 
Columbus,  by  holding  an  international  exposition  of  arts,  industries  manu¬ 
factures,  and  products  of  the  soil,  mine,  and  sea,  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois/1  and  appropriating  money  therefor. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
Authorizing  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That 
coinage  of  5,000.- for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  defraying  the  cost  of  complet- 
dollars  for  the  mg  in  a  suitable  manner  the  work  of  preparation  tor  m- 
Mim  Exposition^  augurating  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  twenty  fifth,  anno 
Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  to  be  held  at  the  city 
of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  llliuois,  there  shall  be  coined  at 
utese^T35i3.Ult  the  mints  of  the  United  States,  silver  half  dollars  of  the 
legal  weight  and  fineness,  not  to  exceed  five  million  pieces, 
to  be  known  as  the  Columbian  half  dollar,  struck  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  the 
devices  and  designs  upon  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
v  the  Treasury;  and  said  silver  coins  shall  be  manufactured 
from  uncurrent  subsidiary  silver  coins  now  in  the  Treasury, 
and  all  provisions  of  lawrelative  to  the  coinage,  legal-tender 
quality,  and  redemption  of  the  present  subsidiary  silver  coins 
shall  be  applicable  to  the  coins  issued  under  this  act,  and 
when  so  recoined  there  is  hereby  appropriated  from  the 
Treasury  the  said  five  millions  of  souvenir  half  dollars,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same 
to  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  upon  estimates  and 
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vouchers  certified  by  the  president  of  the  World’s  Colum¬ 
bian  Exposition,  or  in  liis  absence  or  inability  to  act,  by  the 
vice-president,  and  by  the  director-general  of  the  World’s 
Columbian  Commission,  or  in  his  absence  or  inability  to 
act,  by  the  president  thereof,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  labor  done,  materials  furnished,  and  services 
performed  in  prosecuting  said  work  of  preparing  said  Expo¬ 
sition  for  opening  as  provided  by  said  act  approved  April 
twenty-fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety;  and  all  such 
estimates  and  vouchers  shall  be  made  in  duplicate,  one  to 
be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  other  to  be 
retained  by  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition:  Provided , 
hotcever ,  That  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
pay  to  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  any  part  of  the 
said  five  million  silver  coins,  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be 
furnished  him  showing  that  the  sum  of  at  least  ten  million 
dollars  has  been  collected  and  disbursed  as  required  by  said 
act:  And  provided ,  That  the  said  World’s  Columbian  Expo¬ 
sition  shall  furnish  a  satisfactory  guaranty  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury  that  any  further  sum  actually  neces¬ 
sary  to  complete  the  work  of  said  Exposition  to  the  opening 
thereof  has  been  or  will  be  provided  by  said  World’s  Co¬ 
lumbian  Exposition  ;  but  nothing  herein  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  delay  or  postpone  the  preparation  of  the  souvenir 
coins  hereinbefore  provided  for.  And  there  is  hereby  appro- 
printed,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  reimburse  the  Treasury  for 
loss  on  the  recoinage  herein  authorized. 

*#•###• 


ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1893. 


Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and 
for  other  purposes. 


Vol.  27,  p.  572. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ; 

#•##**• 

World's  Columbian  Commission:  *  •  *  and  ten  v0i. 27,  P.  m*. 
thousand  dollars  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Board  of  Lady  ^AuthoH  zi njj 
Managers  shall  be  paid  in  souvenir  coins  of  the  denomina-  Muveoir  quar- 
tion  of  twenty  five  cents,  and  for  that  purpose  there  shall  <Bo*™dfof 
be  coined  at  the  mints  of  the  United  States  silver  quarter  Lady  Managers 
dollars  of  the  legal  weight  and  fineness,  not  to  exceed  forty  b^Exp^tion*. 
thousand  pieces,  the  devices  and  designs  upon  which  shall 
be  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  said  silver  coins  shall  ntl*, 
be  manufactured  from  uncurrent  subsidiary  silver  coins  now 
in  the  Treasury;  and  all  provisions  of  law  relative  to  the 
coinage,  legal  tender  quality,  and  redemption  of  the  present 
subsidiary  silver  coins  shall  be  applicable  to  the  coins  herein 
authorized  to  be  issued;  *  •  • 

#*#••#» 
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ACT  OF  NOVEMBER  1,  1893. 

Vol.  28,  p.  4.  To  repeal  a  part  of  an  act  approved  July  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 

ninety,  entitled  “An  Act  directing  the  purchase  of  silver  bullion  and  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  thereon,  and  for  other  purposes.'’ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  so 
Discontinues  much  of  the  act  approved  July  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
v"r  builioiLf  8il‘  a,Kl  ninety,  cu titled  “Au  act  directing  the  purchase  of  sil¬ 
ver  bullion  and  issue  of  Treasury  notes  thereon,  and  for 
other  purposes/9  as  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  from  time  to  time  silver  bullion  to  the  aggregate 
amount  of  four  million  five  hundred  thousand  ounces,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  offered  in  each  mouth  at  the  mar¬ 
ket  price  thereof,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy  one  and  twenty-five  one  hundredthsgrains 
of  pure  silver,  and  to  issue  in  payment  for  such  purchases 
Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same  is 
Declares  policy  hereby  repealed.  And  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  policy 
”o  1  'Yor^goid  of  the  United  States  to  coutiuue  the  use  of  both  gold  and. 

ana  silver.  silver  as  standard  money,  and  to  coin  both  gold  and  silver 
tw^eUr  1  the* two  into  money  of  equal  intrinsic  aud  exchangeable  value,  such 
metai«  to  inequality  to  be  secured  through  international  agreement,  or 
maintained.  Dy  gvu»h  safeguards  of  legislation  as  will  insure  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  parity  in  value  of  the  coins  of  the  two  metals, 
and  the  equal  power  of  every  dollar  at  all  times  iu  the  mar¬ 
kets  and  in  the  payment  of  debts.  And  it  is  hereby  further 
declared  that  the  efforts  of  the  Government  should  be 
steadily  directed  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  safe  sys¬ 
tem  of  bimetallism  as  will  maintain  at  all  times  the  equal 
power  of  every  dollar  coined  or  issued  by  the  United  States, 
in  the  markets  aud  in  the  payment  of  debts. 


ACT  OF  AUGUST  28,  1894. 

V ol.  28,  p.  552.  To  reduce  taxation,  to  provide  revenue  for  the  Government,  and  for  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

•  *  •  *  •  •  « 

Valuation  of  Sec.  25.  That  the  value  of  foreign  coin  as  expressed  in 
bTee»Itiematetd  the  money  of  account  of  the  United  States  shall  be  that  of 
quarterly  bj'  Di-  the  pure  metal  of  such  coin  of  standard  value;  and  the 
rector  of  Mint.  vaiueg  0f  standard  coins  in  circulation  of  the  various 
nations  of  the  world  shall  be  estimated  quarterly  by  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  and  be  proclaimed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  Act 
and  thereafter  quarterly  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April, 
toSovtIraforei°n  *^n^’  aud  ^°t°ber  in  eac^  year*  And  the  values  so  pro- 
merchaSdia?1811  claimed  shall  be  followed  in  estimating  the  value  of  all 
foreign  merchandise  exported  to  the  United  States  during 
the  quarter  for  which  the  value  is  proclaimed,  and  the  date 
of  the  consular  certification  of  any  invoice  shall,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  section,  be  considered  the  date  of  exporta- 
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tion:  Provided ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
order  the  reliquidation  of  any  entry  at  a  different  value,  of  fonigtTm™ 
whenever  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be  produced  to  him  jJUjg*1*®  may  1,6 
showing  that  the  value  in  United  States  currency  of  the 
foreign  money  specified  in  the  invoice  was,  at  the  date  of 
certification,  at  least  ten  per  centum  more  or  less  than  the 
value  proclaimed  during  the  quarter  in  which  the  consular 
certification  occurred. 


ACT  OP  FEBRUARY  20,  1895. 

To  provide  for  odnage  at  the  branch  mint  at  Denver,  Colorado.  Vol  28  p  078. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  That  Mint  to  coln 
hereafter  there  shall  be  carried  on  at  the  branch  mint  of  the  gold  and  silver. 
United  States  at  Denver,  in  the  State  of  Colorado,  the  coin¬ 
age  of  gold  and  silver. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  provisions  of  sections  thirty-four  hun-  K.s.,aeca.349«, 
dred  and  ninety-six  and  thirty-four  hundred  and  ninety- 8497,  p.W 
seven  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  are 
hereby  made  applicable  to  the  mint  of  the  United  States  at 
Denver,  Colorado,  and  that  so  much  of  sections  thirty-five 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  thirty-five  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  aMi'pp86?^, 
thirty-five  hundred  and  sixty,  and  thirty-five  hundred  and  amendod- 
sixty-one  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  mint  at  Denver,  Colorado,  are  hereby  repealed ; 
and  that  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  said  mint  shall  salaries  amend- 
be  the  same  as  those  of  the  mint  at  Carson  City,  Nevada.  «d. 

Seo.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  force  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  mints  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  govern-  bi*  8  *pp 
ment  of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  therein,  shall  be 
applicable  to  the  mint  at  Denver. 


ACT  OP  JUNE  11,  1896. 


Making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and 
for  other  purposes. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , 

#•••#•# 

Recoinage,  reissue,  and  transportation  of  minor  R©©oinage,  r*- 
coins:  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to {^£tiond of^d- 
transfer  to  the  United  States  mint  at  Philadelphia,  for nor  <*>***. 
cleaning  and  reissue,  any  minor  coins  now  in,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  received  at,  the  subtreasury  offices,  in 
excess  of  the  requirement  for  the  current  business  of  said 
offices;  and  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  expense  of  transportation  for  such 
reissue.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  also  author¬ 
ized  to  recoin  any  and  all  the  uncurrent  minor  coins  now  in 
the  Treasury. 

#•##••• 

S.  Rep.  831,  pt.  4 - 7 
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ACT  OP  JUNE  22,  1874. 

Vol.  is,  p.  202.  Authorizing  the  transfer  of  gold  mint  bars  from  the  bullion  fund  of  the  assay 
offioe  New  York  to  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  Ne^;  York. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives  of 
Transfer  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  from  time  to  time,  transfer  to 
urer  at  New  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York  from  the 
or  *  bullion  fund  of  the  assay  office  at  New  York,  refined  gold 

bars  bearing  the  United  States  stamp  of  fineness,  weight  and 
value,  or  bars  from  any  melt  of  foreign  gold  coin  or  bullion 
of  standard  equal  to  or  above  that  of  the  United  States 
mat b© applied  and  may  apply  the  same  to  the  redemption  of  coin  certifi- 
iwincerM^esf  cates  or  in  exchange  for  gold  coins  at  not  less  than  par  and 
etc-  not  less  than  the  market  value  subject  to  such  regulations 

as  he  may  prescribe. 
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